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A report by youth representatives and the workers that support them 
 

April 2015  
 
Welcome to the April 2015 edition of Positive Stories. Our format reflects part of our 
commitment to the UN Convention on the Rights of a Child Article 13 - Freedom of expression 
‘Every child must be free to say what they think and to seek and receive all kinds of 
information, as long as it is within the law,’ (UNICEF UK).   
 
The British Youth Council will share this report regionally and nationally, with local councillors 
and MPs, and certain media outlets, in order to raise the profile of the fantastic local work that 
we know is happening every day.  
 
The case studies and stories of the work of young people in their local communities are 
reproduced here in their own words. If you would like to find out more about one of the 
projects you read about in this report, please email: mail@byc.org.uk 

 
The online survey remains open and we produce reports once a month, providing young people 
the opportunity to shout about the great work they have been doing in their local areas during 
the previous month. Previous reports are available online: http://www.byc.org.uk/uk-
work/youth-voice 
 
The British Youth Council would like to thank all the workers and young people who took the 
time to promote and complete October survey and we look forward to hearing more from 
everyone over the coming months. 

 
This month we have also highlighted the recent results of Youth on Board 
(YOB) Awards which are an exclusively youth-led rolling award scheme 
that recognises innovative and exciting youth participation, both from 
young people and the projects and organisations that support them. See 
the end of the report for the results and for more information go to: 
http://www.byc.org.uk/training-services/youth-on-board-awards.aspx  

 
The online survey remains open and we produce reports once a month, providing young people 
the opportunity to shout about the great work they have been doing in their local areas during 
the previous month. Previous reports are available online: http://www.byc.org.uk/uk-
work/youth-voice 
 
The British Youth Council would like to thank all the workers and young people who took the 
time to promote and complete July’s survey and we look forward to hearing more from 
everyone over the coming months. 

Youth Voice: Positive Stories 
 

mailto:mail@byc.org.uk
http://www.byc.org.uk/uk-work/youth-voice
http://www.byc.org.uk/uk-work/youth-voice
http://www.byc.org.uk/training-services/youth-on-board-awards.aspx
http://www.byc.org.uk/uk-work/youth-voice
http://www.byc.org.uk/uk-work/youth-voice
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Young People’s Stories 

East Midlands 

Derbyshire 
 
Asha Lawson Haynes, 12, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
On the 10th of April 2015 I along with 400 others attended a BYC residential trip to Grosvenor hall. 
During out stay we participated in a number of campaign based activities. We also took part in some 
outside team building tasks and games. I’ve taken a lot from our stay, such as: useful skills when 
planning a campaign, new friends what I will always remember and memories that’ll never fade. I also 
learnt valuable skills needed when in a team. I’ve worked under pressure and had an amazing time. 

 
Mitchell Duggins, 14, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
I have enjoyed attending the BYC residential from 10th April -12th April 2015. The best part of the event 
was everything about it really. It’s been life changing and gave me more confidence in the near future. 

 
Leicestershire 
 

Rina Roy and Daria Eckert, Members of Youth Parliament 
 
This month has been very inspiring and hard work. On April 10th -12th I went back to Kent as returning 
MYP as part of UK Youth Parliament. I was part of a wonderful team 8 and we had to do different 
workshop throughout the weekend. The work shops were based on campaigns, forgeford, past 
experience, future contacts and issues.  I had fantastic time doing the work shops and developing my 
knowledge further and expanding my ideas for this year. Team 8 had very strong personality and 
inspiring young people, which was an honour to meet and work with over the weekend, and I hope we 
will in contact. This residential has given me motivation and inspiration to carry on my hard work for 
young people locally and nationally.    On Friday 24th, as part of the Charnwood Youth council we 
decided to run our 2nd successful cardboard city. This is based of homelessness and the money that has 
been sponsored goes to Carpenters Arm local charity in Loughborough. We started 9pm to 9am without 
any technology. We had to build shelter out of cardboard boxes. This experience has inspired me, and 
has given me a taste of homeless life and their struggles or everyday life. Where as we have everything 
we need to have good life, but we still complain and are not happy with what we have. We take 
everything for granted and how important to be happy with what we have instead and care for them. 
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We have raised over £200.  Rina Roy MYP Leicestershire    Positive story April  In early April the BYC had 
the Leadership Development Programme in Kent. I was in the returning Member of Youth Parliament 
course and found the experience very worthwhile.  I not only made new friends from all around the 
country but also learnt a lot of useful things.  I have learnt more about the mental health campaign and 
have some new ideas to use in my area. I also learnt more about my role so that I can do an even better 
job this year. I am feeling really inspired and motivated to go out and campaign now that I know where 
to go and how to approach an issue the best.   My survey is now finished and now all I need to do is do 
my write up and send it out. By next month it should all be complete.   Daria Eckert MYP Leicestershire     

 
Siâny Vincent, 15, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 
 
I am currently trying to sort out a campaign named D.AR.E which stands for Discrimination Awareness 
and Education. I am recruiting volunteers from across the East midlands and sorting out the 
advertisements, I hope to have a successful, up and running media based campaign by February 2017. 

 
Lincolnshire 
 
Kian Borg-Jackson, 13, Young Mayor 
 
Dearne Valley was an enjoyable weekend that helped to develop my skills in campaigning, public 
speaking and teamwork. I participated in a mixture of indoor and outdoor activities that involved 
working as a team to complete different tasks.  
These included writing speeches and solving problems that we all thought needed changing and taking 
part in abseiling and the scrapheap challenge which involved trying to protect a water balloon from 
bursting as a team. This helped us all become more confident and helped us understand the different 
roles in a team. In conclusion, Dearne valley was educational and a great way to improve all of our skills 
and knowledge. 
 

William McCullion, 13, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
I personally found the whole Dearne Valley experience very interesting. I greatly enjoyed learning more 
about the BYC and Make Your Mark, and found the weekend to be very beneficial when it came to 
making new contacts within the BYC and other groups. Overall I found it to be a lot of fun.  
 

Callum Joinson, 15, Youth Councillor 
 
Dearne Valley, what a weekend! I have to say it was nice to see all the Yorkshire and Humber region 
again, and the newly elected youth representatives all seem absolutely great. One of the best highlights 
for me was meeting David Clark the big boss of BYC and what a man he is so kind and helpful. I felt so 
privileged that I was given the opportunity to have a 10-15 minute meeting with him and two others 
from my constituency to explain some of the work we had done and ask for some of his help and well 
we were given what is possibly one of the biggest surprises ever he told us to put our campaign forward 
to BYC to take a vote on whether to make it mandatory for all local youth councils to have to do 
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something on our campaign. A big massive thank you to all the staff at Dearne Valley, all the Yorkshire 
and Humber staff, the steering group, all the young people, the two North Lincolnshire workers Danny 
and Sarah what are honestly the best that anyone could ask for they supported us with everything and 
David Clark for the opportunity to have a meeting with him and for his help, I can't wait for the next 
one.  
 
I was recently selected as an ambassador for the newly built University Technical College in Scunthorpe 
and met with the project manager Sonia Allen and her team to discuss the future running of the college. 
To begin with we all met to discuss why we were chosen as ambassadors.  We were told that we stood 
out to Sonia and her team because of our communication skills and abilities to have very mature views. 
We discussed what we would do in the role e.g. picking enrichment activities etc. We then headed over 
to the UTC site for a tour where we met with the Mayor and the site manager. We discussed how the 
site was coming along. During the tour of the site I decided to tactically stick to the back where the 
Mayor was and introduce myself to myself to him. We then went off topic a bit discussing my youth 
council work and his becoming mayor. He expressed an interest in attending one of our meetings and 
gave me his business card to get in touch with him with the date of the next meeting of NLYC.  After we 
finished, we then formally accepted a time capsule for the Humber UTC from the Mayor. Pictures were 
taken by the Scunthorpe Telegraph and Estuary TV. We then headed off the site back to the meeting 
room where we all decided within seconds on the uniform for the Humber UTC and that it will be black, 
we then discussed a little about catering, which will be provided by the council. We decided that 
promotional events should be used in the catering and a grab and go option should be on offer. We then 
ran out of time and are still to receive a date for the next meeting; afterwards I approached Sonia and 
asked her to put on the agenda LGBT and Be Unique – our positive body image project. We discussed a 
little about having an LGBT and Be Unique support group within the UTC and using this as a pilot to then 
say to other schools look we have it here it has worked you need to use this type of idea in your school . 
Weboth agreed this is a good idea. 
 
 

Devon Drakes, 15, Youth Councillor & Regional Representative  
 
Recently, the region of Yorkshire and Humber gathered together at Kingswood, Dearne Valley for our 
annual residential trip. Throughout the weekend there were many workshops for example, the 2015 
general election and public speaking. During the public speaking workshop we created our own political 
parties and came up with our own pledges. We then presented our pledges to other youth councillors 
who then judged who won. To ensure everyone made new friends, on an evening everyone was 
assigned into a group, which they worked together with to compete in mini team games such as 
Pictionary. We were also able to choose to outdoor activities to improve teambuilding skills and help us 
push ourselves out of our comfort zone. 
 

Rosie Parkin, 12, Youth Councillor 
 
I had a great weekend on the Dearne Valley Residential. I loved the activity workshops as I learnt a lot 
about different types of media and how they are used. I also learnt about how they help campaigning. I 
also learnt a lot about parliament and democracy. I also learnt about Make Your Mark which i am hoping 
to see if my head teacher will let me register our school up for. 
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I loved the activities, especially the high ropes, and although i wasn't in a group with anyone I knew, I 
had a great time and made lots of friends. Overall I had an amazing weekend and learnt lots. 

 
Jordan Hammerton, 15, Youth Councillor  
 
I went to Dearne Valley residential for Yorkshire and Humber as a representative from North 
Lincolnshire Youth Council. I enjoyed myself. There were a lot of meetings, talking about what we were 
going to do over the next year and I felt that we managed to get everything covered. The 
accommodation was wonderful with lots of room and very well laid out. Everyone at the residential was 
wonderful - a brilliant mix of minds who could collaborate and really give a voice to the young people of 
Yorkshire and Humber.  
The workshops I did were very informative, I enjoyed the fact they were interactive and that some used 
up to date equipment and software which we now want in our local authority. However the highlight of 
the residential was the fact I abseiled despite my fear of heights I thoroughly enjoyed it as did everyone 
else.  
 
 

Nottinghamshire 
 
Aimee Johnson, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
On the 10th- 12th April I attended the Youth Voice Leadership Development Programme and I learnt 
some new skills to take back to my local area in regards to campaigning. As this was my first residential 
with people I didn’t know at all I was very anxious but I made a new friend that I’m sure I will keep in 
touch with for the rest of my life.  
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East of England 
Essex 
 

Joshua Collins, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
From the 10th to the 12th of April I attended the Youth Voice Leadership Development Programme. 
During the course of the weekend I attended various group sessions to develop my skills as a MYP: 
especially in the area of campaigning and promoting awareness to both the general public as well as 
government officials. Especially through sessions involving simulated situations that I would encounter 
as an MYP such as campaigning through posters, letters and meetings. There were also teambuilding 
activities so that I can better know other MYP’s and to promote cooperation between youth 
representatives in different areas of the UK. 
 

Jonathon Higgs, 18,  Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Between the 11th to 12th of Apri I engaged in a residential trip in Abingdon Kent with the British Youth a 
Council to learn more about effective campaigning and to network with other MYPs. Here I learned 
about how to campaign online and in person through regular group sessions, as well as connecting to 
my fellow MYPs through team building exercises, my favourite activity being Forgeford where we had to 
engage in quick and decisive tasks against the clock to effectively address problems within the fictional 
community whilst working for young people's best interest. This has been an outstanding experience for 
me as not only have I developed a deeper understanding of the skills required to effectively represent 
the Young people of my constituency I have also developed a much deeper understanding of the UKYP 
and my role within it. But most importantly through meeting fellow MYPs and their work in their 
constituencies i have been inspired like never before to enage with my position and push myself further. 
In that to be surrounded by my bright and inquisitive peers has pushed me like nothing else to work my 
hardest in my role, as they are doing the same. 
 
 

Matthew Tinker, 14, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament & Youth Councillor 
 
Since the first of this month, I have been on the BYC #youthvoice residential in order to learn more 
about effective campaigns and how to act as a youth councillor. I have also become a member of the 
Task and Finish panel of youth engagement. On this panel I will represent the views of the EFYC and 
other young people in my district to adult councillors.  
 
On the 31st March Epping Forest Youth Councillors organised an Intergenerational event with 25 
residents from Buckhurst Court sheltered housing scheme in Buckhurst Hill Part of the day included 
completing a questionnaire with the older people to identify any negative perceptions they may have 
and what these are based on. The residents were asked if there was a generation gap, the majority said 
yes. Overall the majority of the older people said their perceptions of young people were positive; this 
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was based on their own experience and what they read in the press. When asked how much contact 
they had with young people, the majority said they had regular contact, mostly with their relatives and 
neighbours. They thought young people could learn from the older generation such as respect for 
others, manners and wisdom. When asked what the older generation could learn from young people, 
they thought they could to teach them to be open minded, care more for others and about the latest 
technology and how it works.  One “100 year young” resident said she didn’t usually stay out late but 
she had enjoyed herself so much that she didn’t want to go home! Another resident said that she had 
lived at Buckhurst Court for over 20 years and this was the first time the youngsters had come into to 
organise an afternoon tea, she thought that the Youth Councillors were smashing and were doing a 
fantastic job in the community. 
 
 

Hertfordshire 
 
Corey, 18, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 
 
Oakland’s College Question Time Event with St Albans MP’s 
Oakland’s College Student Union held a Question Time with the local MP’s of St Albans to raise 
awareness to students about each of the political parties policies and to encourage young people to 
vote in the upcoming election and also how they can vote for those not aware.  
In order to raise awareness we encouraged as many young people attending Oakland’s College, to 
attend our question time to give them a chance to ask each member of the political parties there 
questions on what issues they feel are important to them, also ask how each party intend to handle 
these issues and or change them. After I, as the student union Vice President and Student Governor of 
Welwyn Garden City campus, introduced the event and the MP’s, each MP gave a short speech on their 
parties and their policy’s before receiving questions from students. 
Oakland’s College media students filmed and gave all publicity coverage as part of their work experience 
covering all angles of the event with the media equipment, the students also filmed individual 
interviews with different people in attendance. 
We managed to change the perception of many by getting young people engaged in the event and the 
political issues that will affect them. Majority of student were all keen to ask questions to the MP’s, 
managed by Josh Whitehead, Vice President of St Albans student union and Luke McConnell President of 
the St Albans student union. 
After the event we facilitated a room with computers set up for student to apply to vote, also with tea, 
coffee, biscuits and the media team conducting interviews. 
Overall, the event was a success and went according to plan, with thanks to Jenny Scoot Enrichment 
Officer and many members of Staff at Oakland’s College. We managed to get many students signed up 
to vote and engaged in the political issue affecting them. 

 
Sahil, 16, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This month I attended the Youth Voice Residential with my fellow Hertfordshire MYPs, and met several 
others which enabled me to build up my list of UKYP contacts.  The Residential was an enlightening and 
memorable experience, and I now feel confident in the fields of campaigning, teamwork and properly 
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representing my district.  Work on the Hertsmere Youth Council has reached a milestone as the first 
draft of the constitution is now being compared and contrasted with other Youth Councils' constitutions 
 and shall soon receive any necessary amendments 

 
Tom, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
On Friday 27th March I hosted a hustings at my school, Watford Grammar School for Boys (WGSB), 
between four of the Parliamentary candidates for Watford in the upcoming general election. Chairing 
the event, I directed the discussion towards the NHS and the effect each parties policies would have on 
the medical facilities present in Watford. Watford General Hospital is a large state-funded facility that 
provides service for practically every young person in Watford and so it is very important within the 
district. The event was a great way to educate young people in Watford on political issues and to offer 
every view possible so they can really get to know the effects of government policy!  

 
Vivek, 13, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
I am a MYP. How cool does that sound. Becoming a MYP actually took some work which started at my 
school finding out about UKYP. They helped me so much and I actually had a campaign team consisting 
of four of my friends. One of my best experiences was when I found out that I got elected. I was so 
excited; it will be such a good experience and hopefully make a difference to my community. 
 
From 10th to the 12th of April I attended the Youth Voice Leadership Development Programme. What a 
trip it was! Previously I had been told mixed reviews so I was anxious and excited for the trop. As soon 
as I got on the mini bus, I knew I would have fun, but what I was unsure about was whether I would 
meet new people. However I did. They were all so interesting and funny. The food was not great, but 
this was made up by the activities and courses such as Forgeford, which was my favourite. I would come 
back again in a heart beat. 

 
Suffolk 
 
Dani Bonnelykk, 17, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament  
 
I have made progress with my no fee school transport campaign and have really enjoyed working with 
the others who have decided to get involved in my campaign.  
 
I have also been working on my petition against paying for the school bus.  
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London  

Barnet 
 
Terence Dobson, 13, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament  
 
My campaign as Deputy Member of Youth Parliament, is to give youths with disadvantage backgrounds, 
disabilities and young offenders a voice by providing more youth clubs or places in which they can go 
and get their voices heard by teachers tutors or positive role models around them. this will lead to a 
more focused and economic Barnet and London.  

 
 

Brent 

 
Shivani Trivedi, 15, Youth Councillor  
 
BYP have just come back from a very successful 
residential in Woodrow High House in 
Amersham.    We all took part in a range of team 
building activities and also discussed some 
serious issues such as healthy relationships and 
domestic abuse. we also discussed the on-going 
issue of the budget cuts to youth services in 
Brent.     
 
The weekend away allowed the members of BYP to bond and mix with different ages genders and 
cultures which we all embraced well.      
 
As most of us are newly elected this was very important.     We all engaged in some brilliant activities 
such as archery, raft building, low ropes and orienteering. This really allowed us to get to improve our 
team building skills and reflect on the importance of supporting each other.     As the newly elected  
Deputy Media Rep I was able to practice my photography skills which I really enjoyed.    Overall the 
residential was a huge success, with lots of great activities and good company! 
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Camden 

 
Hannah Morris, 15, Member of Youth Parliament  

 
On Tuesday the 7th of April Camden's youth council held their annual camden shout out event. This year 
was hopefully one of the best and consisted of a number of workshops, competitions, free food, 
entertainment and stalls. The stalls explored the importance of voting, sexual health and the available 
support, a new youth hub in Camden and much more. Both Suli Breaks and Rick Edwards attended the 
event and spoke on the importance of voting. I made a speech there to open the event which was 
followed by a few words from the council leader, Sarah Hayward. We had 8 workshops of which the 
attendees could visit two: Body Image, The Living Wage, Healthy Relationships, Empolyment, Future 
Services, Votes at 16, Youth Homlessness and Gangs. Each was held by an outside organisation or 
company, two of which were done by UKYP. At the event we additionally held an online competition 
where applicants had to post what Camden means to them. George Burton posted a beautiful picture 
winning him a tablet. Many councillors also attended. The event ended with dinner and feedback and 
overall went very well. Of course there was also plenty to improve on and next year the event will be 
even better! 

 
Enfield 

 
Vanessa Amankwah, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
Youth Voice Leadership Development Programme 
I gained many new skills and developed my current skills during this programme. I learnt many new 
ways to approach a campaign and successfully lift it off this ground, such as finding the right time and 
not overloading too many ideas. 
 
Hopefully, when I get home I will be able to share my experience and recently gained knowledge with 
the rest of the Youth Parliament members back home which would contribute to our work ethos. 
 
In addition, I enjoyed the Forgeford experience and getting to work as a team in timed conditions. 
 

Islington  

 
Taiga Asada, 17, Young Mayor  
 
During half term we elected a new Young Mayor and Deputy Young Mayor for Islington.      Taiga Asada 
and Abu Mensah (both 17) were elected by their fellow Islington youth councillors. They take over from 
Hiba and Shazzy, who have now completed the duration of their 12 month roles.    Young mayor Taiga 
Asada said: “I am really happy to be elected as Islington’s Young Mayor and want this year to really 
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count in terms of making progress with our priorities.”    Taiga’s deputy, Abu 
Mensah, said: “I thank my fellow youth councillors for voting for me and I 
feel prepared for my new role as Deputy Young Mayor.”       Cllr Joe Caluori, 
Islington Council’s Executive Member for Children and Families, said:  “ I’m 
really looking forward to working with Taiga and Abu over the coming year 
and hearing about their ideas.”    Taiga and Abu both attended the BYC 
leadership residential in Kent in April and really valued meeting other young 
mayors and taking part in the activities.    
 
Picture: Left (Deputy Young Mayor Abu)  and right (Young Mayor Taiga).  
 
 
 

Kensington and Chelsea 
 

Robel Durub, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
I must admit, when I heard that I would be spending the weekend in Kent, I experienced a variety of 
feelings. I was worried that it would purely be based on heated political debate. However, I worried for 
nothing. Obstacle courses, team building exercises, a wide range of ethnic minorities… This weekend has 
been full of surprises. Most importantly, I have been equipped with the necessary skills to be a 
successful MYP for my borough. 
 

Redbridge 
 

Bridget Okhioigbe, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
Youth Voice Leadership Development Programme 
Today at lunch I was sitting with my group (squad as we call it) and I was approached by a fellow youth 
called Frankie. I didn’t really know her but she kindly said to me ‘Dunja wanted me to give this to you’, 
to my surprise it was my purse! I later on found Dunja and she smiled and shouted ‘oh my gosh Bridget 
did you get your purse!??’ I replied ‘yeah I did, I just wanted to really thank you!’ She lovingly replied 
with ‘any time, I’ll see you at the disco, we can talk then!’ I spoke about this experience because to have 
her care enough to give me my purse with such enthusiasm and speaking prior, she gave me a lot of 
courage to spread my enthusiasm. 

 
Ailish Farrell, 16, Youth Cabinet Member  
 
This year marks the 50th year of our Redbridge as a London Borough and in honour of this anniversary 
Redbridge Council has arranged several events to celebrate the anniversary.  The Youth Council decided 
to join the regular Tea Dance for an intergenerational dance.  A few members of Redbridge Youth 
Council not only choreographed their own dance, but they also performed the dance during the Tea 
Dance.  The older people were very interested in the dance and afterwards the youth  joined in with 
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much of the dancing with the other people at the event; all of whom were pensioners.Overall it was an 
amazing experience to take part in an intergenerational event such as this one as it gave us the unique 
opportunity to speak to the older generation about what we do and helped us raise our profile among 
them.    This event was also featured in a local     newspaper;http://edition.pagesuite-
professional.co.uk/Launch.aspx?eid=97417564-dcad-4dde-8824-85289d4d0263   
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North East 
 
Northumberland  
 
 Annabelle Cooper, 17, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Last weekend I attended the annual Youth Voice 
Residential in Kingswood (Kent). Ever since the House of 
Commons sitting last year I have been looking forward to 
seeing all my new friends from around the country, but 
also meet new people joining the British Youth Council 
for this coming year. Despite spending 8 hours on a 
coach, I arrived with a big smile as well as being fairly 
tired after a 3:30am start. Throughout the course of the 
weekend, I have grown close to some existing friends 
and met some great inspirational people from all over 
the UK.    Going to Kingswood allowed the chance for me 
to try my hand at a climbing wall, something I have 
always wanted to do. To be fair, I am not that good at it, but I certainly enjoyed it nevertheless. Along 
with this, Forgeford was an imaginative and clever idea in order to allow us to create meeting agendas 
and campaigns, which we can put into practice locally. The highlight of the weekend has to be the 
mental health campaign demonstration in the courtyard. For someone who has never gone to this 
residential before, it was an amazing, inspirational, eye-opening experience. In addition, I also had a 
great time singing and chanting with the rest of squad 8.    During the couple of days, I learnt effective 
and creative techniques of campaigning, which I would not have thought of. Also, I have realised all of 
the new networking opportunities available for the new year, which will be very useful for a variety of 
campaigns, stretching from local issues all the way to the national campaigns- improving mental health 
services, and raise the wage.     All in all, I would hands down recommend this weekend to anyone 
elected part of the Young Mayor network, as a Youth councillor or as part of UKYP. I have gained heaps 
of knowledge, met countless of positive young people, left being 100 times more motivated and 
inspired.    All that’s left to say is I was lucky enough to be placed as part of the best team and win 
Forgeford for the category of Returning MYPs. Exeter is calling our names!   
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North West 
Bolton 
 

Gulwali Passarlay, Youth Representative   
 
This was during Uni break for Easter. I started the month with a mentoring meeting at LCA where I am a 
mentor, supporting Care Leavers into independent living.  
 

 
 
Attended and participated in the O'Brien Show on itv 
about racism, immigration and other topics; which 
was really interesting to be part of.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The second week, I had an interview with BBC World 
Have Your Say Programme; it's about 'what it means to 
be a refugee in Britain'. It was a useful discussion 
around the important issues and debate surrounding 
immigration.  
 
On Thursday the 9th, we had our last official meeting for the Children's Commission on Poverty, at TCS.  
It was sad to see the project come to an end but we are pleased to know we have a made a difference 
and achieve our objective of creating awareness about child poverty, producing a report; encouraging 
policy and decision makers to take the necessary action. I received Diana Award for my contribution to 
the commission and campaigning for the issue. The Children Society showed their appreciation and gave 
us their Star Award.  
 
I was back to university on Monday the 13th, had a few meeting at Uni regarding group presentation 
and giving guidance to students on how they can run a successful social action project.  
I went to some protests that week to speak up against social injustice.  
 
Unfortunately, due to the sad incident in the sea for migrants/refugees getting into Europe. I was busy 
been interviewed by most mainstream media regarding what should be done, what we can do to 
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prevent such tragic incident for people trying to get to Europe for safety from conflict in the Middle 
East.  
 
I have continue to speak up for the rights of refuses and how we can help and support them.  
My activism and political engagement continue at this critical time of election.  

 
Bolton Youth Council  
 
Planning for our meeting with Director of Bolton Children’s Services  
 
We have asked to meet with our Director to discuss our priorities as a Youth Council and to ask what the 
Council main priorities are for young people In Bolton.  

 
Meeting with BAND – we met with Bolton  

Carrying on the work around our Mental Health campaign we met with BAND who are a voluntary sector 

organisation operating mostly within the Bolton who work alongside people who have lived or experience of a 

mental health conditions. They have asked some of the Youth Council to represent as young people on 

decision making boards around Mental Health. 
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Brathay Residential  
4 of our Youth Councillors attended the Youthforia Residential at Brathay we worked on new campaigns, 
showcased our work to others and had fun doing team building.  
 

 
 
Other agenda items …  

 We have been looking at ideas for Youth Council to deliver activities for our National Play Day 

and Bolton Pride Festival.  

 We are meeting with Bolton CAMHS to do some joint working with their Young Voices group 

around our Mental Health Campaign 

 We have been out and about in schools this month and have also been helping Thornleigh 

Salesian College do their mock elections.  

Cumbria 
 
Oliver , 15, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Earlier this month I chaired a youth debate between the Mayoral 
candidates for my constituency, Copeland. This event really allowed 
the young people of Copeland to effectively engage with the Mayoral 
candidates, with questions ranging from what plans do they have for 
the local hospital to car park charges. As chair I tried to lay down as 
much management as Dimbleby but as much passion as Paxman. In 
all seriousness I was so pleased to see so many politically engaged 
young people, gathered in one room quizzing their upcoming Mayor. 
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Salford 

 
Laura Edwards, 16, Member of Youth Parliament & Youth Councillor  
 
On the 1st April I finished my term as DMYP and started as MYP, having come first in the MYP election 
we held across Salford schools this year.    The 2nd April was an exciting time for Salford, as we had all 
the party leaders here for the leaders debate. Myself and two other members of Salford Youth Council 
(Elisha Stephens, ex MYP and Connor Goodwin, Transport Representative) were interviewed by Tony 
Morris (Granada Reports) about the debate and it was shown later that evening, before the debate.    
The following day, I had a meeting with the People's History Museum, which will be the venue for 
Salford's first ever Schools Debate.    At the end of June, SYC will be hosting a debate between Salford 
schools on topical issues (so topical we haven't even decided!).     

 
Wakefield 

 
Luke Garman, 17, Youth Councillor  
 
Hi I really enjoy the weekend because I got to meet new people and learned more about media and 
press and really enjoyed my team leader James thank you Luke Garman  
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South East  
Brighton & Hove  
 
Maram Takriti, 16, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Hello,   Sorry for the super late reply, I have been focused on my studies and I'm feeling confident more 
now that I will do well, thank you for the reminder and I did submit it yesterday.   This month we had the 
privilege of attending a residential in kent. I had a great time meeting the new MYPs from all over the 
UK. It was a fantastic experience and the staff/PGs were very welcoming and accommodating. The free 
time gave a great opportunity to meet new people, and also there were a lot of entertaining activities. 
The tasks that we were given to complete in Forgeford were challenging, but it was worth it in order to 
make everyone's voices heard. The rally was one of the more exciting moments of my stay, and it was 
encouraging to see everyone putting maximum effort into the posters and also the repetitive chants. 
We also spent some time with people from our particular region, as well as the people whom we would 
be working with this year.   Whilst discussing local issues I reflected on the fact that pubic transport, 
specifically the monopoly which has emerged in inner city buses, has been a big cause of issues in my 
area. Another, more widely spread issue I recalled was the stigma which still lurks around  mental health 
conditions, especially in younger people.  We discussed how a shift in the PSHE curriculum to devote 
more time to educating people about mental health could help break down these stigmas. These lessons 
could include information about the services available to help people and provide them with easy access 
to all the relevant information. Almost everyone has experienced some type of mental health problem 
at some point in their lives, or has known somebody who has.  Because mental health plays such a key 
issue in all of our lives, we think it is vitally important to educate people about it. As Marie Curie 
famously said " Nothing in life is to be feared, only to be understood" it is for this reason, to promote 
understanding, we would like begin to run our own website devoted to combating these issues for 
Brighton and Hove. Overall, the experience has helped me develop new skills, and has taught me to be 
more confident and motivated, and, it has taught me what I should expect life to be like as an MYP in 
the coming year. I also hope we make sure that we reach 1 million make your mark ballets across the 
country!    

 
East Sussex 

 
George Kyprianou-Hickman, 13, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This weekend I attended the UKYP 2015 induction residential at Kingswood activity centre.  This was a 
great chance to learn about being an MYP, and through fun and engaging activities I know how to 
explore the main responsibilities of my role. I met loads of new people, and I cannot wait til the next 
meeting, the annual sitting in July-August! 
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A few weeks ago I met with the Minister for Civil Society where I, as well as some others from my 
regional youth cabinet, discussed our work as well as issues facing young people today. We discussed 
service cuts and how important it is that young people have a chance to have a say.     Also, on the 13th 
of this month I returned to school upon hearing that the summer uniform (short sleeved polo shirts) had 
been made compulsory. I later returned home and wrote an email to my head, stating, on the back of 
the "Our Minds Matter" campaign, that I was not right that people who self harm should be forced to 
expose themselves. I thought this could further damage their self esteem/ put them on edge. I have 
uploaded the email to my Facebook page, and have asked on people's thoughts on the issue. The 
general consensus has been agreement and I have offered to write to other schools if the same issue is 
occurring.  
 

Harry Elphick, 17, Director of Sussex Voice 
 
Sussex Voice were started by Thomas Soud and Alex Boyle in 2014. The first convention was held at 
Sussex University on 13th December of that year. Since then the organisational team has expanded from 
the initial 6 to the current 11 and leadership has passed from Thomas Soud to myself and we are now 
well underway to holding our second convention in the autumn of this year.    The convention is sure to 
be bigger and better than before with more dedicated young people to make it happen who have the 
experience of the first convention as organisers or attendees. The agenda already includes a media 
workshop run by the talented MYP Kelly Balmer who has contributed massively to the team throughout, 
especially following the change of leadership.     
 

Maria Goptareva, 17, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 

Positive Story:  Inspire Youth Conference 
2015  For the past few years the East 
Sussex Youth Cabinet has done an Inspire 
Youth Conference – groups of students 
from various schools attend the 
conference and find out more about 
opportunities for them in East Sussex. This 
year’s theme of the conference was 
“Access”, which mainly meant access for 
information. Maria Goptareva and Patrick 
Stewart, both members of the YC have 
been in the planning committee to plan 
out the conference and they both have been the hosts for the day.   The conference included having an 
inspirational speaker, Kamal Hyman, who had a session with the audience on how to build their way up 
to success. His motto is “Aim a little higher” and the message was truly amazing. After his speech 
everyone went into their workshop groups, which included banner making, Big Vote (one for students 
and one for teachers), public speaking and mental health. The students were occupied for the whole 
event! After lunch there was the big debate session, which allows the young people to argue for and 
against a particular topic just like in the Houses of Commons. This year the topics this year included 
“should seagulls be culled?” as a start off topic, which was used as a relaxed warm-up, giving everyone 
an opportunity to get creative. The other topics were “Marriage is no longer important in modern 
society”, “It is okay that footballers get paid more than paramedics and nurses” and “It should be legal 
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to commit a crime in order to prevent a crime”. From how it went, everyone seemed to have enjoyed it 
and had a chance to express their opinion.   To finish off the event, the last session was called “Access 
the experts” to remind of the topic of this year’s conference. In this session councillors from East Sussex 
County Council were invited to talk to young people about various topics and get their opinions and 
questions.  Overall, it was a busy, but a very pleasant day. All the students left with good emotions, gift 
bags and plenty of information from local organisations.  As for me, Maria, it was wonderful to host 
alongside Paddy and I have really enjoyed myself!    By Maria Goptareva, DMYP for Bexhill, Hastings and 
Upper Rother; member of East Sussex Youth Cabinet for Bexhill and Hastings; Vice Chairman of Bexhill 
Youth Council. 
 

Robin Holmes, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
Our local INSPIRE! Youth Conference was held recently by a hardworking group of young people in East 
Sussex including members of East Sussex Youth Cabinet and Young Inspectors. With the theme of 
‘Access’, the day was an opportunity to encourage young people to get involved and have a say in what 
is on offer to them.  It included workshops on issues such as public speaking, mental health and the ‘Big 
Vote’ election, as well as the ‘Big Debate’ led by young people and advising council departments and 
councillors on issues such as safeguarding. Over 140 East Sussex young people attended and it’s safe to 
say that we all left feeling well and truly inspired. 
We are also advising our workers on the Big Vote 2015 election, as the candidacy is now open until 12 
June.  We are getting the word out to look for candidates who want to be part of the next Youth Cabinet 
www.c360.org.uk/bigvote 

It has also been a great month for UK Youth Parliament members who attended their Induction 

Residential in Ashford, Kent. Undertaking useful and upbeat training sessions that provided us with key 

skills and experience to use in our roles over the coming year, as well as some fun outdoor activities, 

there was never a dull moment. It was also a fantastic opportunity to meet other MYPs and DMYPs and 

think about how to campaign – an amazing start to our UK Youth Parliament journey. 

 

Our new UK Youth Parliament members in East 

Sussex are: 

Lewes and Wealden  
MYP: Robin Holmes 
DMYP: Harry Elphick 
 
Eastbourne and Coastal 
MYP: George Kyprianou – Hickman 
DMYP: Jessica Batchelor 
 
Hastings, Bexhill and Upper Rother 
MYP: Charlotte Thomas 
DMYP: Maria Goptareva 
 
You can reach us on youthparliament@eastsussex.gov.uk  

http://www.eastbourneherald.co.uk/news/local/conference-saw-youngsters-debate-all-the-big-issues-1-6650401
http://www.c360.org.uk/bigvote
mailto:youthparliament@eastsussex.gov.uk
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Kent 

 
Angel  Layer, 18, Member of Youth Parliament 
  
This month was the month of the KEST RESI (in other words, 
the youth voice leadership development programme)! It 
was a lovely weekend, full of fun and games (and marches) 
and lots of work. We got to know our regions and who we 
would be working with this year, which was great and we 
also got to know people from across the country in the 
other regions as well! The best part of the residential had to 
be our March for Mental Health during Forgeford, we all got 
super involved, and group 8 were extremely overexcited 
throughout and whilst there it was great to see how 
important this campaign is to each and every one of us.  
During the residential I also became part of the Youth Voice 
Sec team alongside Kelly and Kaleem and we’re all looking 
forward to supporting Thomas as PG this year. As well as the youth voice residential, I have also spent 
the time since talking to my school about the work that we’re aiming to do this year, as well as 
organising a mock general election, which is now called (MCELECTION) and that’s been super fun (I get 
to be Jeremy Paxman), I have also started talking to people who will be super Make Your Mark 
champions and help us reach 1 million!   
 

Ben Sizer, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
With the current General Election, campaigning fever is hitting Gravesham! With recent visits from the 
Prime Minister and other key political figures. I have arranged meetings with all current candidates to 
become the MP for Gravesham. I will be discussing with them individually what they believe they can do 
to help youths and see their views on Votes at 16.     On Monday Kaleem Ali and myself went to BBC 
Radio Kent to discuss if 16 year olds can make the difference in the general election. This half and hour 
discussion live on BBC Radio Kent was listen to by 86,000 people across the county, and hopefully we 
got our point across on BBC Kent's prime time Breakfast show! 
 

Fred Wright, 16, Youth Councillor  
 
I attended a meeting on behalf of Kent Youth County Council with Kent Police and other representatives 
of youth groups etc. at Maidstone Police HQ  on 13/04/15 to discuss police/youth liasion. The role of 
Kent Youth Crime Commissioner has been the main way Kent Police has engaged with young people so 
far but problems with the role did arise when Paris Brown and Kerry Boyd were involved. PCC Ann 
Barnes was keen to find out whether young people thought the Commissioner was a good or bad thing 
and whether or not the role should be continued. It was suggested that one individual may not be able 
to reach everyone so the possibility of a group being set up to fix this was discussed. Feedback from the 
meeting and any action should come out later in the year!   It's great to have involvment with the Police 
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beyond what occurs at street level. Knowing that our thoughts and feeings are so valuable, and may 
even be implemented to improve our relationship with Kent Police at a later date, is very satisfying and 
hopefully will be really rewarding in the future! 
 
Kent County Council has recently had a major reshuffle of all the youth services they provide. A meeting 
was held for councillors to discuss which services were the most vital, and therefore the most necessary, 
with representatives of young people on 08/04/15 at Ashford North Youth Centre. Interestingly, policing 
was an issue raised in this meeting too. Feedback from the Kent Police meeting was forwarded to the 
Kent County Council representatives. 
 

Kent Youth Council  
 
At Kent Youth County Council (KYCC), we have been working with UKYP MYP's and DMYP's to complete 
our tasks for the "Raise the Wage campaign". The Raise the Wage campaign is a campaign which was 
voted for in November 2014. It asked that all local councils to become living wage employers and to 
ensure that all their contractors are the too.   In the last few months we have met with local MP's, 
leaders of the council and the cabinet member for community Services to discuss the campaign and how 
they can support us. We asked whether they paid the living wage, if they support it and if not why. Their 
response was that they do support it but are unable to finance it until further budgetary discussion had 
happened. We are all due to meet with the leaders of Kent County Council again after the general 
election in May to discuss their proposals.     
 
By KYCC MYP's, DMYP's and youth councillors 
 

Skye Maskell, 16, Youth Counillor 
 
For nearly 2 years I've helped out at my local beavers on a Tuesday after school where I've had the 
chance to work with young beavers and see them progress onto cubs. When I first heard about the Kent 
County Explorers Young Leader Training weekend I thought it would be a great opportunity to extend 
my knowledge on the different aspects of leadership within scouting. So from the 7th-8th March I 
camped at Lenham Primary school where I completed a series of modules; from 'Prepare for Take off!' 
to 'Making Scouts accessible'. Over the weekend I learnt many skills such as the different styles of 
leading: formal/directive, team based, passive and informal/supportive and how to adapt these to 
different activities within scouting. It was also a great way to connect with other Explorers in my local 
area and find out about the different types of things they did when helping out with their section! Since 
taking part in this weekend I hope I'll be able to organise more activities and complete the missions set 
so I'll be able to become a better Young Leader! 
 
Scouting is such a great youth organisation to be part of and I encourage anyone who enjoys meeting 
new people and exploring the outdoors to become a part of it! Not only has it taught me so much it's 
also improved my confidence and given me the opportunity to meet so many great people! 
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Hampshire 
 
Mishca Gandhi, 14, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Over the course of the weekend, I learnt many new skills which will help me to advance in my role as 
MYP, such as how to organise campaigns and work effectively. It enabled me to meet many new young 
people from across the UK and share ideas with them. We participated in team building activities to 
teach us cooperation and perseverance skills. There were many members of BYC to guide us and we 
were introduced to the Procedures Group representatives who are responsible for regional campaigns. 
Overall it was a fun but very productive weekend and now the prospect of two years in the role is less 
daunting as I feel more prepared. 

 
Neil Sahota, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Over the weekend of 10th-12th April, I had the opportunity to develop key skills required for the role of 
MYP at the annual residential in Kent. Here, we discussed campaigning methods, social media 
capabilities and more, as well as having the chance to practice and implement this information during 
the ‘Forgeford’ activities. This information and newly developed skills can be applied by myself within 
the constituency in order to make improvements for my peers to benefit from. 

 
William Peters, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
Over the weekend of the 10th-12th of April, we attended the Youth Voice Leadership Development 
Programme residential, run by BYC, in Kent. Here we were split into ‘course groups’ and enjoyed 
sessions which taught us the skills that we will need during our time as MYPs. These skills included 
campaigning, interviewing MPs, looking at how we can make sure we don’t exclude groups of people 
from opportunities and events within our constituencies, and even running an imaginary town called 
Forgeford. The residential was for D/MYPs, both new and returning, youth mayors, and youth 
councillors and there were about 250 of us there. As we were all likeminded it was very easy for us all to 
talk to each other and make friends, and it was useful to be able to share ideas and experiences. 

 
Medway 

 
Alden Aileru 
 
Youth Voice Leadership Development Programme – I had fun giving people nick-names and team 
building activities. 
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Maxine Gachoka, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
On Saturday 18th April, Pylin Parkes, Maxine Gachoka and Kundai Rukambiro from Medway Youth 
Parliament, took second place at this years Youth Speaks South East regional final. This is the third 
round, that they have successfully got through to.  The group spoke passionately about the importance 
of learning a second language, reflecting on their own experiences as multi-lingual students and facing 
tough competition from the other semi-finalists.   
 
 "The competition gave us the opportunity to push ourselves beyond what we thought we were capable 
of. It was a really enriching experience. We were proud to represent our youth parliament and we're 
happy to find that so many people were interested and in awe of what the Medway Youth Parliament 
does. Go us!"     
 
The annual competition is organised by the Rotary Club, showcasing some of the the best young public 
speakers in the UK.          
 
We are the only organisation allowed to take part in this competition outside of schools. 

 
 

Milton Keynes  

 
Abigail Adusei, 13, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
Over the course of two meetings we have been filled in by our youth workers about our antibullying 
campaign which will be taking place over the next year. We have had a residential very recently which 
let us ask many questions about our role in young peoples lives across milton Keynes as well as getting 
to know our colleagues    

 
Adam Rolfe, 18, Member of Youth Parliament & Youth Councillor  
 
I attended my local authority's residential where I met and the newly elected Milton Keynes Youth 
Cabinet. The weekend consisted of activities to help understand the role of Youth councillors and bond 
as a team. The highlight was when we had a consultation on the youth service cuts and we had to 
present a plan on what we would spend with a million pounds to members of the council. 

 
Amber Saunders, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 

Recently I spoke on the radio with a member of Milton Keynes 
Youth Cabinet regarding Votes at 16. I spoke on BBC 3 Counties 
Radio on the JVS Show and had a brilliant time!   We discussed our 
points for supporting Votes at 16 and I looked at both sides of the 
argument to present balanced points.   We had people from our 
local area phone in and I was described as a 'level headed young 
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woman'. We had mixed responses but had lots of positive interactions with adults who also supported 
Votes At 16.  

 
Beth Weinbren, 15, Youth Councillor 
 
So far we have had a successful first meeting where we were able to meet other youth cabinet members 
and find out there thoughts for the 2 years ahead. We have also been on a residential where we were 
able to learn new skills such as making a successful campaign and having a good debate. On the 
residential we also met decsion makers, and we were able to give our opinions, as youth memebers, to 
their plan. We have also started to plan our campaign which is about anti-bullying. 

 
Ellie Flint, 16, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 
 
So far, we have had 2 residentials - 1 for the members and deputy members of youth parliament, and 
our youth councillor, and 1 for our local youth cabinet. We've been learning more about our roles, and 
developing our skills and qualities needed for our positions, and are very excited to begin work on our 
local campaign, antibullying. It was the top voted issue in Milton Keynes, with 1 in 3 voters choosing it to 
be our campaign. As an issue our young people feel very strongly about, we are excited to begin creating 
a campaign so that our young people feel safer and happier in school, at home and online. 

 
Ethan Jaiswal, 14, Youth Councillor 
 
After being elected for the MK YCAB I have met some fantastic people whom of which I would not have 
met otherwise. Since the election evening we went on a residential trip to gain further knowledge of our 
roles as Youth Cabinet members and to further extend our relationships with our fellow Youth Cabinet 
peers. The residential was an excellent way to break us into our roles as Youth Councillors it reinforced 
what we had learned briefly in our first meeting and took that to another level.  

 
Our first campaign as the Youth Cabinet will be how we can tackle Bullying in Milton Keynes. This topic 
was decided by the youth of Milton Keynes accompanied with the YCAB and UKYP ballot papers. 

 
Ijeoma, 14, Youth Cabinet Representative 
 
This month I went on a residential training trip. We talked to Belinda Evans and it was an amazing 
experience. 

 
Jacob Weinbren, 15, Youth Councillor 
 
- We had our first meeting.   
- I went on my first residential, which was really good for meeting all the other YCAB members.   
- We meet a decision maker (a social worker) to discuss the recent MK budget. This was slightly 
confusing for some people, but generally an interesting experience. 
- I got to discuss electoral reform within YCAB. 
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Jacob Wilkins, 16, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This month I have been on the British Youth Council residential - a highly informative experience that 
will greatly enhance my ability to carry out my job as DMYP effectively. I found the Forgeford activities 
to be a great opportunity to try out my newly acquired skills in a practical way. As well as this, the 
campaigning for mental health awareness was excellent practice for the campaigning in my local area 
that will take place over the coming months.  As well as this, I have featured in my school's monthly 
publication - raising awareness of who I am and what I do (letting students know who represents them). 

 
Laura Lotkowska, 13, Youth Councillor 
 
I went on a residential with all the other youth cabinet members for a weekend. During the residential I 
met the person in charge of youth services because she wanted to know what we would want to spend 
the youth service budget on. With the other members we started planning the big mk youth debate and 
thinking of ideas for our anti bullying campaign. 

 
Nakia, 12, Youth Councillor 
 
We have been on a residential to get to know each other talking about  our campaign anti bullying and 
how we could stop it we had some couple of deabates we also had a decision mamer e.g: a councillor 
come in and tell us about our job and role we also made a project about how we were going to spend 
the 10000 million pounds on Milton keynes so its been a good month 

 
We are campaign for anti ullying and in November we are going to go to schools for the anti bullying 
week snd were going to have an 1hr conference with young kids 

 
Nicola Trifan, 13, Youth Councillor 
 
In our Milton Keynes grow we learn about the different skills that you need and then apply them in the 
work that we do. We have also been developing our thinking and creativity by our debaits and the plans 
that we made with some council workers in mk biased on the issues and problems that we have and 
tryed to improve or solve the problems. The groups council workers helped us with our bonding by 
involving different activities.  

 
I am very happy and pleased reguerding our group as we feel like we are a very big family. They have 
helped us in many ways by developing us and our minds in everything. The activities and exercises that 
they suggested were and are amazing. We can talk about anything with anyone and not be ashamed or 
afraid or anything at all because you know you will not be juded. I hope you can support the group 
because they deserve it. They get us involved in everything and always tell us everything giving everyone 
a oppertunity no matter of our age. I am proud to be in this group and town.  
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Tabitha Lula Myra, 14, Member of Milton Keynes Youth Cabinet  
 
As a member of Milton Keynes Youth Cabinet I believe that as a youth we have created great campaign 
ideas for our topic this year which is anti-bullying. And we have identified what to do so that we be 
successful this year however we have also identified other problems so that we can find solutions and fix 
it so that it doesn't have a big of an effect on young people in the community. 

 
Well we have been doing many activities for example we have been talking to Belinda Evans about Mk 
youth services and how we are actually lacking these services for young people. Also we have been 
discussing what campaigning means and what we should do, we've had a debate on some issues 
affecting society and lastly we have been discussing what to do that will be successful and represent 
young people in Milton Keynes. 
 

Milton Keynes Youth Cabinet  
 
Met other members of MK youth cabinet. We Discussed campaign ideas  and met with youth workers   
as well as taking part in Various workshops.   

 
West Sussex   

 
Carley Greenwood, 16, Chair, Children in Care Council  
 
This month West Sussex Children in Care Council have been working really hard. Our role is to represent 
the voice of the 650 young people in care and care leavers in West Sussex.  We have been working hard 
on our social action campaigns. We are starting our scheme,  "Suited and Booted", a clothes bank for 
care leavers to provide them with clothes when they attend interviews. We will also help get them 
interview skills. This is very exciting and donations are starting to come in but we always need more.   
We have also been working on plans for a school based campaign to demolish the negative stereotypes 
of young people in care.   We have also been inspecting Independent Fostering agencies making sure 
that they are sticking to National Standards.   Out unaccompanied asylum seeker group of CICC have just 
finished making a DVD about their lives in the UK, called "Wake Up".   We have a very exciting summer 
coming up so watch this space!  

 
Kelly Balmer, 15, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
On the 11th April West Sussex held their introductory residential for all of the new Youth Cabinet 
Members. There was a range of activities from team building exercises to how to use social media to its 
most effective and what personality type we are. Throughout the weekend a filming crew filmed the 
weekend for promotional use, to advertise the West Sussex Youth Cabinet. They interviewed most of 
the young people there and it is brilliant to have the weekend recorded!    Overall the residential was a 
great experience and extremely enjoyable. Meeting all of the new and enthusiastic  D/MYP's and 
Cabinet members has given a really bright future for the Cabinet. I can't wait to get to work with such a 
brilliant group of young people  
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Sebastian Maxted, 14, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 
 
From Saturday the 11th through to Sunday the 12th I first met my fellow MYPS, DMYPs & Youth Cabinet 
members at Lodge Hill, a fantastic site with great facilities and accommodation, it was a wonderful 
weekend filled with great activities allowing us to come to know each other a little bit better, and also, 
most surprisingly, learn a bit about ourselves too!  The weekend came with conferences on public 
image, speaking, managing other people and effective ways to launch and sustain a successful campaign 
linking in with the most impactful methods of contributing as a team to a project, ensuring that all areas 
of completion are covered, and that everyone is working to the best of their abilities, whilst getting on 
with each other.  This weekend was a most excellent opportunity to really get to grips with how UKYP 
functions and what we can aspire to do, and how we can achieve such goals.   

 
Sibil Sabu, 15, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
I am a newly elected Youth parliament MP for Chichester and Arundel.     I have had the pleasure to 
meet all the other MPs and cabinet members on the residential weekend. I had great fun even though I 
was ill for most of it. My favourite parts were the news report and the finding your personality tasks.    
The personality task made me aware that to have a good group, you need the right balance of each 
colours of the persona and you need to understand everyone.    I am in the final stages of making a 
meadow in my school. This meadow is aimed for bees to ensure that they have more habitats. Thus 
meaning they will not die out as as a species.    I would like to thank everyone who helped me and all the 
Youth Helpers for their hard work      Sibil Sabu   MYP Chichester and West Arun       
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South West  
Bristol 
 
Young Mayor & Member of Bristol City Youth Council 
 
Another month in and so many things have happened. The Bristol City Youth council went on their 
residential where we prioritised issues, decided on our manifesto and of course had fun involving ourself 
in activities! We first decided to categorise issues into 5 groups; neighbourhoods, health and wellbeing, 
equalities, green capital and futures. After this we had a vote on what 3 groups would be our primary 
concern and what we wanted to focus on which was neighbourhoods, health and wellbeing and green 
capital. Within this we created a list of what we wanted to achieve and how we aimed to do this. I was 
part of the green capital committee and we were all passionate at setting up an event to raise 
awareness of green capital, promote all things good for the environment and invite speakers to come 
and speak. We wanted this to be directed at young people and also wanted specific stalls to be involved 
to connect with the young people.   As a youth mayor, Thanushan and I decided on our personal 
manifesto. We were both passionate about the futures campaign and decided to focus on work 
experience and careers advice. This ties in well with the Learning City Partnership Board that we are 
both on and will help provide those connections to hopefully fulfil our manifesto. Our vision is to make 
companies offer more placements for everyone regardless of what school they go to and also tailor the 
work experience to the individuals. With regard to the careers advice we want companies to set up 
careers fairs in schools to raise awareness of what their company does and advertise alternative 
pathways to students who may not want to go to university.   Overall this month has gone really well 
and I look forward to the very busy month that follows. 

 
Beth Cotterell, 13, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
We've been doing grate activities and having great meetings i think we are making loads of progress. I 
have enjoyed the time I've been making a difference along the others. 

 
Ebony Jade Clark, 13, Youth Councillor   
 
I have attended council meetings,training days,and events including ; International women's day, the 
bristol young heroes awards, Healthwatch meeting and more    during the healthwatch meeting I took to 
the stage to talk about my disability and why i stood for the  youth council.    Through being in the 
council I was invited to join the youth group called triple A this means access all areas and is a group for  
young disadvantaged and disabled people.    Since I have been elected and attending events and groups 
I have made lots of new friends :) and I am working towards my bronze Duke Of Edinburgh award.        
Ebony Jade Clark   
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Hamza Marie, 16, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
I had North-West candidates from Conservatives, Lib-Dems, Labour and Green come to my school 
(Orchard School Bristol) for a Q&A panel session with added emphasis on their youth policies but overall 
why they think they are the best for the job.  

 
 
Lilian Fawcett, 17, Youth Councillor   
 
On the 8th, 9th and 10th of April, 25 members of the Bristol City Youth Council stayed at the Deanfield 
Study Centre in the Forest of Dean. After having only been elected in February of this year, everyone 
was keen to get to know each other so as to make our campaign over the next two years even more 
effective and allow us to work as one combined force.   The first day we began work on our campaigns. 
Through gathering ideas from across the council we were able to get a picture of what our primary 
priorities over the course of the next two years should be. After some further consideration we took a 
vote and decided on our three main campaigns: increasing awareness mental and physical health, 
improving involvement of young people in their local communities and organising events, both catered 
towards and run by, young people in aid of Bristol’s Green Capital Year.     After a day of zip-lining, rock 
climbing and leaping from the top of a 15 foot pillar, we presented our initial plan of action to decision 
makers from various organisations in Bristol, including councillors and workers from groups such as 
Learning Partnership West. We all received greatly positive feedback and many of the people present 
expressed a great degree of interest. We hope to get some help from them with our campaigns which 
will hopefully widen their impact. Overall, a really positive trip that no doubt set the foundations of 
friendships and campaigns that we will all very much enjoy working on over the next two years. 

 
Sophie Giltinan, 17, Member of Youth Parliament & Youth Councillor  
 
On Thursday 2nd April some of the Bristol City Youth Council visiting Caudrilla's Elswick site which was 
hydraulically fractured in 1993. It was really fascinating driving through the surrounding villages; almost 
every single house had an anti-fracking sign outside. One question the site staff found hard to answer 
was why fracking has become such an issue recently, especially in the local area as the site has been 
there for many years. Before the trip I did not know much about fracking so it answered a lot of my 
questions.    On the 8th to the 10th Bristol City Youth Council had their residential at Dean Fields Study 
Centre. As well as doing fun activities like the zip wire and leap of faith, we used this time to put 
together our main campaigns for our term of office. On the last day we presented our campaigns to 
important people such as councillors, people involved with Green Capital and youth workers.    On 
Friday 17th a meeting was held in St Mary's church in Shirehampton to discuss how we can tackle the 
Cooperative's monopoly over the village. Councillor Wayne Harvey and Conservative candidate 
Charlotte Leslie ran the meeting. I found it a really helpful and informative meeting as we looked at 
many different options (farmer's market, lower prices from the Cooperative, a new food shop) and what 
the potential consequences to each of these actions would be. Unfortunately, nobody from the 
Cooperative could join us at the meeting but they have said they would be interested in attending 
another meeting. It was decided that a letter would be written to the Cooperative and signed by as 
many people from Shirehampton as possible.    On Monday 20th a Green Youth Day was held in the 
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Colston Hall to celebrate Bristol's Green Capital status. There were many inspirational speakers and 
interesting activities to get involved with.  

 
On Friday 27th March the Young Heroes Awards were held in the Bristol Hotel to showcase some of the 
inspiring people of Bristol. I was touched by some of their stories. There was such a variety of amazing 
young people from young carers to campaigners. I had no idea Bristol has so many incredible people; 
they all deserved to win!  

 

Cornwall  
 
Owen Winter, 16, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
This month I have mainly been revising 
for my exams, apparently GCSEs are 
more important than my UKYP work - 
I’m not convinced.    This month 
Cornwall MYPs met in Truro to discuss 
our local campaigns and meet Cllr 
Andrew Wallis, the council portfolio 
holder for Children and Young people. 
We had a very successful interview and 
discussed our plans, campaigns and 
ideas for the future. I am very grateful 
that we have support from senior 
Cornwall Councillors.    
 
 I also met with the Liberal Democrat and Green Party candidates in North Cornwall. I have recorded 
short interviews with them, hopefully I will meet with all the North Cornwall PPCs to talk about young 
people’s issues and their aims for the next parliament.    
 
 I also attended a hustings event at Wadebridge Sixth form. It was great to hear the candidates talking 
about specific local issues and issues relevant to young people and see the amount of young people who 
were engaged and talking about politics. 

Cameron Sykes, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
For me, like many other D/MYPs, this month has been very focused on GCSE revision – despite my 
relentless attempts to postpone beginning daily work. However, this month has also been beneficial for 
me as an MYP and I feel as if my role within Youth Parliament is really coming to a start.  
 
The month began with a meeting with the two other MYPs from West and East Cornwall. We finalised 
our regional manifesto and began planning our next few steps towards initiating some of our campaign 
ideas. We spoke to both the Cornwall Council Media Team and Councillor Wallis, both providing us with 
substantial and relevant feedback, advice and support. It was also decided during this meeting that 
Owen Davies (MYP) and I would attend a local hustings event at Marlborough School, Falmouth.  
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At the hustings event, Owen and I were lucky enough to meet all of the party candidates from the Truro 
and Falmouth constituency in the build-up to the general election next month. Owen and I chaired the 
‘debate style’ question and answer morning. Some fantastic questions were posed by the young people 
of Marlborough School and St Mary’s Primary; it was amazing to see such keen interest in politics from 
such young people. 
 
Following this event my Youth Parliament commitments were put on hold and the greater majority of 
my time has been spent trying to recap over 3 years of work… what fun! I hope to really push campaign 
ideas with the support and advice of my fellow D/MYPs throughout the summer and hopefully develop 
something substantial to talk about in future positive stories. 

 
Devon 
 
Bethany Lee, 14, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Still quite new to Youth Parliament, the Devon team are still going through our training period, and 
beginning to get into the role of D/MYPs. On 4th April, we had a very productive meeting, where we 
discussed both the local and the regional manifestos, and decided on our action plan for this month. We 
have received our official Youth Parliament emails, and set up Facebook and Twitter accounts using the 
emails, and it is now so much easier for young people to get in touch with us! Furthermore, one team 
member is working on the finishing touches of a poster, and we are designing a website. One of our 
local campaigns is transport, and we are doing a Fixers project for that. There was a meeting earlier in 
the month, and will be another on Friday 24th to discuss ideas and make plans for the project. As we did 
last month, the Torridge, North and West Devon team wrote an article to go in the North Devon Journal. 
This month, we introduced our local campaigns and asked questions about them, giving our official 
emails for people to feedback to, and we will continue to research with peers. Our next county meeting 
will be on 2nd May, but I feel this month has been very productive, and there will be many great 
meetings to look forward to. 

Helena Read, 15, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament  
 
In the month of April I have been confined to my house unable to travel to any meetings with my group. 
However I hope to attend a number of various meetings for late April and May. One of which I am very 
excited about. Our Fixers project group about transport relations (which says: “I want to improve public 
transport and reduce the planned cuts on transport, because as a young person, I know it is important 
that we have a way of getting to our jobs, youth centres, and other social activities.”) will be convening 
soon. I am aware of the irony of nearly not being able to go to the meeting because of local bus times. 
The possibilities for the future of this project are bright and I am grateful to be a part of this. 
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Megan, 16, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament  
 
My positive story is going to be about my fixer and how it is coming  along. I when to a meeting in the 
Easter holidays to talk about how we  want to go about making the fixer reality and not just on paper so 
we came  up with a few ideas and what we want it to look like and how we want to do  it. As im the only 
sixteen year old in the group I will be running the  fixer and it’s going to be challenging but im going to 
have a great team  behind me. We came up with the idea of doing a short animated video   about the 
issues with public transport. It is also going to  achieve one of my fears that I have, which involves talking 
in a group.  The way we are going to go ahead with is that we have another meeting in  the next couple 
of weeks to finalise what we are planning then we have a  big meeting with the fixers project to see if it 
is achievable.     

 
Olivia Duff, 15, Member of Youth Parliament   
 
This month I have started introducing myself to the local community as the member of youth 
parliament. Also I have attended my local meetings were we spoke about ideas for our manifesto. Out 
local manifesto is going to be based on transport, disabilities and extra-curricular. I have also been 
putting together our local area poster which will be shared to the local youth hubs and groups. Also I am 
going to be going to do a talk in Exeter about the youth parliament and what it has to offer and why I 
joined the youth parliament. Hopefully all will go well!!!!   

 
 
Ryan Harnell, 15, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
"This month I have attended a County Meeting in which we discussed our priorities, resources and allies 
for the Local Campaigns which are Disabilities, Extracurricular Opportunities and Transport. Following 
this, at our Local Meeting in Barnstaple we further discussed ideas and suggestions but this time on 
priorities, resources and allies in our constituency. Our next article in the North Devon Journal was also 
written at this meeting which moreover produced a small questionnaire that I placed on my new 
Facebook Page and Twitter Page." 
 
 

Tom Burrows, Members of Youth Parliament  
 
This month in Youth Parliament Devon we gained ground with our bus and transport campaign; I'm due 
to go to the fixer's meeting in a while to make an official plan! 
 
Also, in our monthly meeting, I learnt more skills that will be useful while I'm in office, and also 
evaluated myself in a booklet: it will be great to learn what progress I'm making during my Youth 
Parliament term! 
 
So, next month, I can look forward to making more progress with transport, and, hopefully, actively 
change things for young people! 
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Dorset 
 
Jack Dunne, 17, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Positive Story  24th April 2015  With a General Election on it’s way and a lot of A level exams I have had 
a busy month doing a variety of things, but, I have not neglected my UK Youth Parliament jobs. At the 
beginning of the month I was away in Morocco on holiday, doing aid work and walking in the high Atlas 
mountains so I was unable to helping out with activities and meetings back at home. However, this 
didn’t stop me from writing up our regional manifesto for the South West and adding positive and 
negative points to it. I also created a plan of how DYCE and Team Dorset were going to be able to deliver 
our manifesto and put the plan into action. Our regional manifesto was decided at last months 
residential and we included: 1, Curriculum for Life - We need a formal curriculum for life skills that 
provides students with a UCAS recognised qualification that will teach about sexual health, well-being, 
financial skills, political education and giving volunteering   opportunities to develop skills. This will 
benefit young people now and in the future. 2, Mental health - Mental health education needs to be 
drastically improved. Education should start in year 8 and by the end have included things such as 
stigmas, where to go to get help and what to do if you know someone who is suffering. 3, Work 
experience - To get a job, we need experience but to gain experience we need a job. We want to end 
this vicious cycle and provide an on-line platform to make employment and experience accessible for all 
young people.    During the middle of the month I got involved with the NUS (National Union of 
Students) and joined in their campaign to get 18 year olds to register to vote. However, I went one step 
further and combined the two campaigns and tried to get 16 and 17 year olds to register as well. By 
doing this I was enabled to get young people within the Weymouth and Portland area involved with 
Politics on a direct basis. I used a poster campaign of political propaganda from all local parties and held 
debates and mock leaders debates at my school and in the local area. It was really good to see lots of 
young people, even those who were just watching, getting involved and enjoying themselves whilst still 
being politically active. What was really fascinating was the young people who refused to register to 
vote or those that supported Russell Brand’s “revolution”. Young people from all different ideologies 
and view points were able to speak about what they felt and came up with some really detailed 
arguments. I went to local hustings within South Dorset for the general election to represent the youth 
in Dorset. I asked some questions and met with all the local candidates.    Towards the end of the month 
Lucy, Crystal, Grace and myself were all invited to a County Council meeting inside the council chamber. 
We were able to introduce ourselves to the councillors and talk about why we got involved with UK 
Youth Parliament and our own manifesto’s. It was a rather daunting task and I believe we were all a little 
nervous. At the end of the session the councillors asked us all questions which we gave our best answers 
to. Dorset’s d/MYPs were able to answer about sport in the local area, political participation and apathy 
within young people and jobs for young people. Though rather daunting all great fun. After the meeting 
I went to Weymouth Fire station for the launch of our Fixers local campaign about young people using 
buses. Everyone, including school children from local school and bus drivers came along to the event. 
We got on a bus and acted out different situations. At the end DYCE compiled a Fixers workshop booklet 
so we can distribute our project across the local area. I had a great month being an MYP, not so much 
with revision and the looming exams and I hope all reading this had a good month as well.    
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Grace van ZYL, 14, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 
 
So, on Thursday the 23rd myself and Dorset Youth Council Enables (DYCE) held a convention day at the 
Weymouth fire station to further out transport project with Fixers. For this project we are creating an 
educational booklet for years 5-9 about the hidden dos and don’ts of the bus world.  
 
At the convention we acted out several scenarios that could happen, including: when nobody moves for 
a disabled person, when someone tries to board without money, when someone gives an elderly person 
hassle and when someone tries to sneak smelly food onto the bus. I think these all went really well and 
we took many photos and feedback that we can use for the booklet! We also held a Q and A session and 
did a ‘swap with me’ where the bus drivers described their perfect passenger and vice versa for the 
young people. 
 
Unfortunately I arrived a little bit late because I was at the local County Council meeting. Myself and the 
other D/MYPs for Dorset presented ourselves to the council and answered some of their questions 
regarding our views on current matters.  
 
 

Lucy Armstrong, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This months been crazy! Its been full of coursework deadlines and revision ready for my GCSE's which 
start next week. 
 
Last Thursday was a really productive day for me, it started off by attending the Dorset County Council 
annual meeting which was really exciting as it enabled me to understand more about how decisions are 
made in my local area. At the meeting me and the other 3 DMYP/MYP's got a to give a brief speech 
about how we were elected, our manifestos and what we believe in. We were only allocated a 10 
minute slot but after receiving many questions we ended up taking an hour of the meeting. We 
discussed lots of different ideas about different issues such as 'Young People in Politics' 'Exam Pressures' 
and 'Sports and Body Image in School' I felt like we learnt a lot from these discussions but we also were 
there to inspire the councillors about why the originally fell in love with politics. 
 
Sadly we had to leave the meeting as soon as we had finished our discussions so were unable to stay 
and speak to councillors afterwards. We had to rush off straight away to get to our campaign launch 
with Fixers- we are really excited to be the brains behind the new fixers campaign about Buses and 
public behaviour on buses. The campaign will be rolled out in all local schools but eventually in time it 
will be national project. 
 
Now my exams have started I'm taking a back seat on my youth parliament duties but once they are 
over I'm really eager to get my project    and manifesto started. 
 
~it's everybody's duty to give the world a reason to dance!~  
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Poole 
 
Francesca Reed, 18, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
This month has been another incredibly exciting month!      
 
To begin with, on a national level, as a committee member of the 2015 Youth Select Committee on 
mental health services, I attended an induction residential earlier in the month during which I spent a 
day in parliament along with the other committee members learning about the role of select 
committees within the government and how our Select Committee would work. With the support of a 
Parliamentary Clerk, other parliamentary staff and BYC staff we also started to discuss the various areas 
within mental health which we could assess through our committee in order to come up with terms of 
reference. The inquiry went live on the 24th of April and we are currently collecting written evidence 
from various organisations and individuals from young people to health professionals and mental health 
charities.     On a local level, myself and my deputy Matt have been continuing work on our local 
priorities, namely political education and engagement, bullying and success. With regards to the success 
priority, I ran a consultation with Poole Youth Forum around what they think success is and what they 
believe society's view of success is and the consequences of this. Many young people feel that society's 
view of success is very narrow and we are in the planning stages of running a campaign around what it 
really means to be successful, focusing on the fact that success is a state of mind and about happiness as 
opposed to having to have certain qualifications or a particular job. I also ran a consultation with Youth 
Forum around mental health, focusing on areas such a stigma, the accessibility and availability of current 
mental health services and mental health education.    

 
Somerset 
 
Kira Lewis, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
During the second month of my campaign, I have tried 
to get young people's voices heard in my constituency 
and further afield by meeting with decision makers, 
helping with a Question Time event, attending Hustings 
events and helping with interviews.      
 
At the beginning of April, I travelled to Avon & 
Somerset Police HQ to meet my Police & Crime 
Commissioner (Sue Mountstevens), her 'Anti-Social 
Behaviour Champion' and her 'Youth Champion' to 
discuss my campaign and the possibility of working 
together in the future. On that day I also had a piece 
published in the Somerset County Gazette, and from that stemmed a meeting with PCSOs in a nearby 
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town who want me to collaborate with them in schools across the county to help young people make 
informed decisions about New Psychoactive Substances ('Legal Highs').     
 
 I was then invited to a Question Time at my local sixth form, and Somerset's UK Youth Parliament also 
helped with a Question Time event at a local YMCA.      
 
I, with other members of Somerset's Youth Parliament, helped with interviews for a role within 
Somerset County Council's Local Safeguarding Children's Board (LSCB). We formed a children's panel to 
interview the candidates and then met with members of the Council to discuss them.     
 
 I also attended a UK Youth Parliament Advisory Group (UKYPAG) meeting and helped allocate Youth 
Bank funding to young people in Somerset.  

 
Eddie St George, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Richard Huish student elections and candidates for Taunton Deane debate 27th April 9-10AM    This 
month I have been heartened by the increase in political discussion among our generation. The old myth 
of young people simply not being ‘bothered’  about politics is being busted, with people who normally 
don’t associate themselves with politics taking a keen interest in the upcoming election, which has led to 
many heated debates! This interest has been helped by the work of Colleges and Schools across the 
country, and having attended both student elections and the Taunton Deane candidates debate on the 
27th of April broadcast by BBC Somerset at Richard Huish College, i can see how these events are not 
only helping young people becoming engaged in Politics, but are also giving us a voice to be heard. I’d 
like to think that with my numerous political debates against my friends and Politics classmates, I have 
grown more confident in putting myself forward in debates, and most importantly young people’s 
voices.  Eddie St George DMYP Taunton Deane and West Somerset.   
 

Callum Mooney – South Somerset DMYP & Regional Secretary 
 
Throughout this month, my campaign has gained great weight nationally after I had a brief meeting with 
Ed Miliband the Leader of the Labour Party when he attended a conference at the Bristol Composite 
Centre whilst on his election campaign. This brief meeting came to the conclusion that he would love a 
chance to have a more formal meeting after the general election, to discuss how my campaign can been 
rolled out nationally through a cross party agreement on how to get politics into PSHE in secondary 
schools. I am now in regular contact with his personal secretary and am keeping him informed as to the 
progress I am making at a local level. 
 
This month I also attended and sat on the panel of a local question time event, where we discussed 
many moral issues including LGBT education within schools, along with my own campaign of political 
education. This event linked extremely well with the South Somerset campaign of ‘Ensuring and 
Empowering Youth Voice is Heard’. 
 
At a local UKYPAG meeting we discussed the upcoming events and learned more about the involvement 
of the BYC in the Youth Parliament. 
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Stroud 
 
Alysha Bodman, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
At the end of last month we had our first meeting between all of the MYPs and DMYPs for 
Gloucestershire and got to know each other well. I am excited to say that we are all ready for action and 
to achieve change! 
 
I have contacted all of the Prospective Parliamentary Candidates for both the constituencies of Stroud 
and the Cotswolds in order to introduce myself as the new MYP and I have received a response from the 
majority. I am looking forward to working with them to improve Stroud and the Cotswolds for young 
people. 
 
This month I have met with some students from my constituency regarding a reform of the Personal 
Development curriculum. We as a group all believed that the Personal Development curriculum is 
outdated and does not provide beneficial information about sexual health and well-being, personal 
finance and politics. This links in perfectly with the ‘curriculum for life’ on the South West Manifesto and 
I was very eager to help them. After contact with a Personal Development teacher, we are now helping 
her to rewrite the curriculum and include these intrinsic points. Personally, I feel that it is important that 
young people gain a better understanding of the greater world and I believe that Personal Development 
lessons should provide us with this.  
 
In addition, I attended the Political Hustings in which all six of the prospective parliamentary candidates 
standing for Stroud addressed many important issues. They tackled questions from young people about 
the UK’s membership of the European Union, the privatisation of the NHS, immigration, university fees 
and the increased use of food banks. It was very interesting to hear each candidate’s point of view and 
what they believed they could do to improve Stroud. It was also very useful for many of the first time 
voters to make a decision about who they would be voting for in the approaching General Election. 
 
Lastly, I would like to encourage all of those eligible to vote in the Stroud or the Cotswolds Constituency 
to do so in order to get your voice heard. In 2010 there was a mere 44% voter turnout of 18-24 year olds 
in the UK and I hope that you use your vote on the 7th of May in order to decide the future of our 
country. 

 

Swindon 
 
Ellie James, 17, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
This month has been one of exciting prospects.   I have organised a meeting with the Police and Crime 
Commissoner bringing together Wiltshire and Swindon MYPs to give a strong voice for young people and 
crime within Wiltshire.   Also, in the run up to the election I have organised a 'mock election' at Royal 
Wotton Bassett Academy to get all young people, excited, engaged and knowledgeable about politics in 
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a way that effects them, in this case, their school!   It is all to come in the run up to May the 7th for 
young people. 

 
Member of Youth Parliament 
 
I am in the process of watching two films on the mental health produced in Swindon which might be 
sent over to help with the mental half campaign. In addition, after a meeting with my worker, I will start 
to go around schools presenting a "bluey," activity regarding anti-bullying. 
 

Wiltshire 

 
Chloe Lintern. 16, Member of Youth Parliament & Youth Councillor  
 
This month saw the start of our local Wiltshire Assembly of Youth residental where we participated in a 
lot of activities to do with Body language and communication as well as work on local priorities such as 
bullying, mental health and PSHE.   We also had Kieran who presented to us his mental health campaign 
which he has successfully set up and gave us a real insight into facts and figures about mental health.   I 
have also been focusing upon revision which is why this is super short and I haven't got lots to write 
about. However in the next few months I hope it become a lot busier with the General Election only 
weeks away! !   
 

Freya Pigott, 16, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Recently I went away with fellow members of Wiltshire Assembly of Youth to Oxenwood Education 
Centre for our 2015 WAY residential. We began by writing up profiles for our Local Youth Network which 
was very important as LYNs are crucial in hearing from young people. We then went on to do some team 
building activities that included how to communicate and how to make decisions in a team - this was 
particularly useful. Later my fellow Members/Deputies of UK Youth Parliament fed back to WAY 
members about our regional residential in the Forest of Dean. The second day we learnt a lot about the 
commissioning cycle and where WAY, as a youth council, fit into it. We also discussed an issue often 
raised within UKYP and other youth councils: mental health. We learnt about different experiences and 
discussed how improvements to youth mental health services could come about.  
 
We then worked hard on planning our agenda for action - I focused on PSHE lessons and the significance 
of relationship/consent education within that. Of course it couldn't be a residential so close to Easter 
without an Easter bonnet competition (I came third!) and an Easter egg hunt. On the final day we tied 
up all the loose ends of the trip before saying our goodbyes until the next meeting! Overall it was great 
to see my fellow WAY members again as they're all so passionate about what they stand for and it's so 
inspiring. I can't wait to work alongside them and put our plans into action for the coming year! 
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Jake Le’Maire, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This month I attended the Wiltshire assembly of youth's (WAY) residential to oxenwood. The other 
D/MYPs and I relayed information about the regional residential to the group. We discussed our agenda 
for the year and had two meetings about mental health. I have also organised meetings with the 
prospective labour candidate for my constituency and the police and crime commissioner for next week. 
I've also gotten involved with a DMYPs campaign 'Let's Think About It'.  

 
Jordan, 15, Youth Councillor 
 
On the 30h of March I attended the local residential for WAY it was amazing.On day one we went 
through Healthwatch and what our rights are as young people.We then went away and made a video 
describing one of the rights they were abbreviated to CLASSLEG.We also went over diversity and 
equality amd we did a diversity factor were we had to have loads of different cultures and ages and 
sexual orientation to show the equality. On day two we focused on our local agenda for action this is 
when we choose 3-4 issues we currently have and thinks of ways we can deal with them foeor e.g My 
group was based around Mental Health and we came up wih the issues and ways we can reduce 
them.We thought of having different Workshops in whihdoctors, GPs, School nurses and school 
councillors as well as young people can also attend andthe at the end of the day the doctors etc will 
then sign a pledge, thiswas as far as we got but we are finishing it at our next meeting.We had a 
workshop based around commissioning and where our money comes from, we had the pleasure of 
James Fortune informing us all of this, he was telling us the four stages to the cycle and if the services 
that they spend money on are affective to young people and if they actually make a change.We then 
had some fun and did Rifle Shooting which was a really grand experience we then went onto den 
building where I was in a team i had never been with and  it was really nice speaking to the new 
members elected in and have a good team building exorcise to help with this.Afterwards we focused on 
Kieran's Mental Health campaign Lets Think About It, we watched his video he created with Fixers and 
then did a quiz of true or false tito questions surrounding Mental Health and many statistics around 
Mental Health.In my opinion the workshop was really inspirational and I hope the best for his campaign. 

 
Sam Gallacher, 14, Youth Councillor 
 
This month, I attended the annual Wiltshire Assembly of Youth Residential where a number of 
workshops were run. The first on the first day was on Healthwatch Wiltshire, where we were asked to 
record the rights people have for the Healthwatch Wiltshire Twitter page. We also got to write down a 
good point and a constructive criticism of the service we have been provided with recently.      On the 
second day, we learnt about the Commissioning Cycle and where, on Wiltshire Assembly of Youth we sit 
within that process.        
 
The Commissioning Cycle works by; first understanding the problem that children/ Young people are 
facing, then planning how to deal with the problem and set out goals, then thirdly putting the plan into 
action by; a) providing the service ‘in house’ (by the council) or b) ‘buy’ the service from a third party. 
The fourth, and final part is reviewing the service, asking questions such as; is the service doing what it’s 
doing?       
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WAY come in by ensuring that when the problem arises that the council understand what children & 
young people need & want from the service & what the best option is (make or buy)  We also worked on 
WAY’s Agenda4Action, setting out the goals we hope to achieve in the next three years.     The three 
points this year are Bullying, Mental Health & Emotional Wellbeing & PSHE & education.    
 
 I worked with several other young people on the Bullying point. Together, we identified three areas; 
prevention, awareness & response.  Working on Prevention via using real people’s stories, establish a 
campaign & workshops, focus on the victims, address issues via equality & diversity, review the bullying 
charter.  Working on Awareness by possibly using scare tactics (police, etc.), taking regular surveys, 
focus on bullies & victims, distinguish between ‘banter’ & bullying possibly through school plays, 
workshops & involvement ‘not at desk’ – and take an active role.  With Response we could get schools 
reviewing serious bullying cases that they can show to Ofsted to show that appropriate action has been 
taken to evaluate the problem.    
 
Overall, the three days were effective & I learnt a lot regarding Mental Health & Emotional Wellbeing. I 
also hope that I can work more closely with schools regarding bullying.   

 
I took part in a consultation regarding the reduction of suicide & self harm of children & young people in 
Wiltshire.   

 
Suzie Cetintas, 16, Deputy Member of Parliament 
 
Over the course of three days I attended the Wiltshire Assembly of Youth (WAY) residential. It was an 
extremely useful and productive time for me and everyone else. Not only did I become a lot closer to 
everyone in our team, I was also able to find specific people to work with me on projects based on areas 
in which we were all passionate about. 
During the residential we had elections for different positions on certain boards for Wiltshire. I was 
elected as the Deputy Youth Member on the Wiltshire Safeguarding Children’s Board and I am 
thoroughly looking forward to getting involved. I have also recently found out that I am the first ever PG 
for Kieran Mulvaney’s mental health campaign “Let’s Think About It!!” for the whole of Wiltshire! I am 
now in charge of any representation of the campaign in Wiltshire and will direct teams of people from 
different areas across Wiltshire and make sure that everyone knows when, where and how they are 
going to present the “Let’s Think About It!!” campaign. 
We have planned so many amazing things and I just can’t wait to put them into action! 
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West Midlands 
Birmingham 
 
Philip Cornish, 17, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
On April 14th Birmingham Metropolitan College hosted it's very first 'Culture & Faith Summit'. The aim 
of the summit was to open up students from a variety of backgrounds to the lush,rich diversity which 
Birmingham and the West Midlands is so benevolently blessed with.     Students regardless of faith, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender or background gathered together for what was to become an 
action-packed yet informative and crucial day for the college. Students were able to experience and be 
exposed to different faiths and cultures from around the world, be it through listening to new music or 
admiring the exotic cuisine! Students from every background was able to experience something new 
and find common ground with their fellow students from otherwise opposite backgrounds.     Given 
recent geopolitical events and the (false) perceptions of racial and religious divisions , it was satisfying 
during the event to observe not what makes faiths and cultures different - but what makes us all the 
same. During the event it became clear to many that;Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, Agnostics, 
Atheists (and many more) all share the essentially the same values and principles of peace and 
tolerance. In a world which can often seem as if it is full of hate, the event was an overwhelming success 
in demonstrating that diversity can only empower society and no matter our differences between 
cultures - we all share a desire to live in peace and harmony.     It is hoped that with the success of the 
Faith and Culture summit, the positivity and message of goodwill and peace can be spread to more 
campuses throughout Birmingham Metropolitan and to more colleges and educational institutions 
throughout Birmingham and the wider West Midlands.  

 
Throughout April over 1,000 students from a range of colleges, schools and sixth forms across 
Birmingham were able to register for the upcoming election through the #GenerationVote campaign. 
Students who had not previously registered were given the opportunity in order to get their voices 
heard in the upcoming election. Workshops were also being conducted to breakdown all that political 
jargon to help potential first time voters know the facts about the party political manifestos.  

 

Sandwell 
 
Tasnim Miah, Youth Representative  
 
My Experience during the Congress Session 
Achieving Human rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law 
Through Local and Regional Policies 
These three are key for Everyone’s freedom, and the Council of Europe is ever trying to perfect them in 
all of its 47 member states. 
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Never had I known that I would be representing my country as a Youth Delegate along with other young 
people in Europe. On the 27th Session (October 2014), I flew to Strasbourg, France and met the other 
youth delegates, youth leaders in their own country who like me were elected to represent young 
people locally and regionally.  
 
We united together championing key European youth concerns such as youth unemployment, which has 
and still is disheartening young people across Europe, and preventing them in perceiving a better future 
for themselves. Our main goal was to politically empower young people and so we agreed to champion 
a Co-Management structure involving youth to be in partnership with adults within the decision making 
processes at local and regional levels. Young people are a large cross-section of society, (Youth in Europe 
are defined to be ‘young’ up until around the age of 30), and we are the section of society that is living 
in a time of great economic instability that is affecting the present, and which will continue to stain the 
future once we take reign as next generation in political and economic stead.  
 
On the 27th Session I, Tasnim Miah spoke on the importance of Education, with UK young people in mind 
of whom desired a ‘Curriculum for life’ – which was the winning campaign debated by our National 
Youth Parliament: United Kingdom Youth Parliament UKYP, in the House of Commons in 2012. The 
importance of education was something no one at the Congress session denied, “Education is Life itself” 
as said by Educational Reformist John Dewey and it is the key medium to empower young people and 
indirectly empower a whole European Society.  
 
On the recent 28th Session in (March 2015), our participation was proven to have had an impact as we 
were invited back to plan the future, and structure of youth participation at the Council of Europe 
Congress Sessions. Our Proposals were met with ecstatic enthusiasm to the Key congress members we 
presented to Gudrun Mosler-Törnström, President of the Chamber of Regions, and John Warmisham, 
Vice-President of the Chamber of Local Authorities.  The presentation was more successful than we 
envisaged as where we thought there would be compromises, the Congress panel had slammed doors of 
possibility open wide and told us to aim higher.  
While feeling like a drowning voice among many, we have felt that a torch of hope has been passed onto 
young people, and that we will have a seat in participating in the future of local and regional concerns 
on Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law. We participated in the main sessions this March, 
where the themes were Hate Speech, Radicalisation, Terrorism in Cities, Islamophobia, Anti-Semitism, 
LGBT Rights, and the wave of discrimination being experienced by the Roma people in Europe.  
All of us were united in promoting human rights for everyone. My fellow European friends and I 
demonstrated that very different cultures and creeds of people could sit together in harmony despite 
our differences in cultural and national identity, views and personality. All we needed was respect and 
good manners, and that is exactly what we preached at Congress, tolerance and a Human freedom that 
with responsibility.  
 
Youth are not the future, we are the present - This has been our chant and it is not just exclusive to us 
either but we have demonstrated that participation in politics does gain results.  There is hope for all of 
us if we participate in politics, like Malcolm X said “…if you want something, you had better make some 
noise”!  
 
The Council of Europe is there ready for the people to partake in. Politics is a platform for marginalised 
communities, targeted minorities, the vulnerable and the voiceless. Politics is a way to drive our lives to 
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a better future, and it all starts locally and I urge every person to get involved because politics affects 
everything in our lives - from the price of a chocolate bar to human welfare. It is something we must 
make time for as long as there is an abuse of human rights, a deficit in democracy and rule of law. We 
are the rulers, the people are the shapers, but we can only shape things if we participate.  Democracy is 
the rule of the people, so we should reflect on that definition and pursue this system in its purest form. 

 

Shropshire 
 
Shamil Yakhoul, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
Hello my name is Shamil Yakhoul, I am an MYP for Shropshire. On the 10th of April I attended the Youth 
Voice Leadership Development Programme. During this course I have made a lot of friends, faced tons 
of challenges and learned how to become a tip-top MYP. I recommend this course to anyone! 

 
Solihull 
 
Deanna , Youth Councillor  
 
A positive story… a positive story. I genuinely don’t know what to say positive about the amazing people 
I met, new connections and the skills I have gained in the  ???? of ??? and what it mans to be a team 
also that I am to as ??? as I thought I was. This experience has really made me a better youth councillor. 
I thank BYC for this opportunity. 

 
Sophie, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament  
This weekend I got the chance to participate in a leadership programme and I really enjoyed the 
experience. I have gained a lot of different skills which will help in my role of DMYP and in everyday life. 
I have enjoyed socialising and networking with new people from around the country and not only do I 
now have people to support me in my role, I have some long-lasting friends. I would definitely like to do 
something like this again. 

 
Emily, Youth Councillor 
 
This weekend at BYC  I had a chance to learn new skills that will help me develop further as a youth 
councillor. I also made a few very wonderful friends that I hope to stay in touch with for more than just 
networking. Also we had pizza YAY!!!  
 
Before attending the BYC residential this weekend I was uncertain of my specific role in trying to “Make 
My Mark” and how I was going to represent the views of those who elected me to be their UKYP 
representative. I wasn’t sure of the right way to campaign about Mental Health in my region to make 
people more aware of how important an individuals mind is. How was I going to make people more 
aware? Who should be involved? What was I going to do to make people understand? What was my 
plan? 
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However, after this weekend all my worries have gone. During the weekend, the events/sessions that 
were in place changed my way of perceiving things. I now know it is doable. We were competitive in our 
course groups, where we connected with one another extremely well. During the scenarios set in 
Forgeford we just wanted to win! Who knew we could be so competitive aye? I’m also extremely sore 
from that assault course, the amount of bruises I have is unbelievable but it was so good. It was nice to 
be outside for a while rather than inside.  

 
Kirsty, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
Overall I’ve left feeling inspired by what others have achieved in their region. I’ve left feeling connected 
with my peers from all over that have the same aspirations as me. This was another thing I was worried 
about – interacting with people I’d never met. And finally, I’ve left feeling motivated. I feel I can make a 
difference, I just have to work for it – like people say you get out as much as you give. I know that whilst 
attempting to make a difference I am 100% supported throughout my difficult journey by fellow MYP’s, 
members of the BYC and my amazing youth workers and by many more inspirational people… ”  

 
Walsall  

 
Balraj Jhooty, 16, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 
 
The following is a positive story regarding starting our campaigns.    "It can shatter people physically. It 
can conquer people mentally. It's the biggest issue facing the youth of Walsall today. Bullying can affect 
anyone and everyone but I can now say that an end is in sight. Alongside my diligent, elected peers, 
Walsall UKYP has commenced its campaign to crush bullying.   Inspired by already popular videos such 
as "mean tweets" and social experiments, not only are we about to undertake an immense publicity 
campaign, but we are on our way to get results. With the success of an anti-bullying committee at St 
Thomas More Catholic School, we are inspired to replicate an already successful model across Walsall. 
We've yet to fully commence these plans, yet brick by brick the foundations to a happier Walsall are 
being laid.   Thank you for reading, enjoy your day!"    Kind regards, Balraj Jhooty.   

 
 
Ben Sharpe, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 
 
A positive thing that has happened so far in my term as the deputy member of youth parliament for 
Walsall is meeting the mayor.     
 
I found this experience very educational as it is good to acknowledge the career journey and life of a 
mayor, and to take on board this information for future campaigns and career paths. It was very 
enjoyable as we got to go in his office and the council chamber where they have the important meetings 
with the council. I look forward to possibly meeting with him again and I am enjoying my role so far as a 
DMYP.     
 
Thanks Ben    
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Joscel Manirambona, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
At the Big announcement, i can recall it being such a a tense 4 hours of my life. The entire lead up was 
even more tense because during our promotuonal period of our manifestos being publicised throughout 
the borough to all the schools and colleges, we were required to independently do our own external 
form of campaigning to get as much recognition possible to win the position. Then the night came after 
days of worrying and reassurance from my family members and my peers the moment came..." the new 
DMYP is....BEN SHARPE" at this moment i felt my heart come up into my mouth as the intensity grew 
too big. "and our second DMYP is ..... BALRAJ" at this moment my heart sunk in disappointment as i felt 
as if i had tried and lost until....."and our new MYP of walsall is.....JOSCEL" at this point a bursting 
amalgamation of buzz and success felt overwhelming. I finally made it Joscel new MYP if walsall. I did it.  

 

 
Wolverhampton  
 
Eugenio Ciliberti, 17, Youth Police and Crime Commissioner 
 
My name is Eugenio Ciliberti, and I'm 17. I'm a proud Youth 
Councillor for Wolverhampton, as well as Youth Police and Crime 
Commissioner for my local area. Not only that, I'm a foreign 
exchange student from Italy! I know it could sound a little bit weird, 
but you'll find interesting listening to how I have started getting 
involved in local and national issues. One day, in November, I went 
out with some Italian friends and, by chance, entered in a youth 
café, a place that really amazed us: in fact, in Italy we have never 
seen something like that! In there, I found a leaflet about the local 
Youth Council and, since I have always been interested in politics, 
particularly relating to those issues regarding young people, being 
Senior Ambassador in my school and founding member of a 
Students' Union in my country, I asked for more information to the 
youth workers in the café. They arranged a meeting in my school 
with Andy, the coordinator of the Youth Council, and in this way I 
started my adventure.     
 
When I attended my first Youth Council meeting, all of the guys gave me a warm and friendly welcome, 
and made me feel like I have already been taking part to the meetings before! This gave me the 
necessary thrust to take an active role in the Youth Council life: since my first week, in fact, I started 
taking part to some City Council meetings as an observer. This proved itself to be a fantastic training, as I 
learnt at first-hand some of the skills needed to be a perfect representative for young people, as well as 
an excellent public speaker. I have also joined our local MYPs to take part in the BYC convention held in 
Birmingham on December 6th, where I took part in some really inspirational workshops, which gave me 
the opportunity to know more about the British Youth Council itself and to improve my public speaking 
skills even more, and met Baroness Beeban Kidron, director of the movie ''Bridget Jones: The Edge of 
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Reason'', but also member of the House of Lords! The thing I frequently asked to myself while living 
those moments was: why didn't I join the Youth Council in September, when I first came in the UK?     
 
January represented a turning point for me, as I started playing a major role in contributing to raise the 
Youth Council’s profile, as it was facing major problems because of the cuts of the City Council on Youth 
Services. I was asked to attend a meeting concerning public transports in the Black Country and, after 
that, start working towards young people in Wolverhampton’s travel concerns, which were meant to be 
presented to the various councillors forming the Black Country Partner Engagement Group at the next 
meeting. This helped me to increase my reputation, and eventually be elected as temporary Youth 
Police and Crime Commissioner for Wolverhampton. I have also helped in promoting the national 
campaign, ‘’Raise the Wage’’, along with fellow Youth Councillors and DMYP for Wolverhampton 
Kashmire Hawker.  
 
In order to gather information useful for conducting the campaign and get the support from local 
representatives, councillors and MPs, I have met Emma Reynolds MP, Shadow Minister for Housing and 
Labour MP for Wolverhampton North East, who invited me and Kashmire at a Labour Party Dinner, 
where we had the opportunity to speak about our fight to a larger audience, which included also the Rt 
Hon Ed Balls, Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer, as well as Rob Marris, Parliamentary Candidate for 
Wolverhampton South West, former MP and host of the dinner, Pat McFadden, Labour MP for 
Wolverhampton South East, Cllr Roger Lawrence, leader of Wolverhampton City Council, and many 
others. I have also taken part at the National Youth Debate, held in Birmingham on March 26th and 
organized by UpRising, where politicians in the local area were asked questions on issues regarding 
young people by young people themselves. Here, I had the opportunity to ask a question on National 
Minimum Wage and what they would do to ensure it to all workers.     
 
At the time of writing, I have just chaired my first Working Meeting of the Youth Police and Crime 
Commission and I am working towards the annual Scrutiny Away Day, where I am going to present 
young people’s views on youth safety and policing in Wolverhampton. I am really happy with what I 
have done so far and I have any intentions to stop working towards improving young people’s conditions 
in my local area. I met some really extraordinary people on my journey, who changed my life to some 
extent. Although it could be argued that these issues do not regard me directly, I am happy in saying 
that this is my way to give something back to the community that hosts me.  
 
Furthermore, in my personal opinion, everyone should have role in shaping their future, no matter what 
its size is. I am quite comfortable in stating that in Great Britain young people have more opportunities 
compared to Italian teenagers, as in my country they do not really have a voice, existing neither Youth 
Councils nor a Youth Parliament. My message for the youth representatives all around the country is to 
keep going and never give up. Your voice will be heard loudly someday, and the upcoming generations 
will then benefit of the changes you have brought in the system. 
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Kashmire Hawker, 17, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament & Youth Councillor  

 
Hello all (Newbies; welcome and those I know; welcome 
back for another big year) I was going to do an update of 
my adventures up until the end of March & April. In light 
of recent news however, I defer that until May's edition 
and wish to pay tribute to one of the greatest young 
people the British Youth Council has ever worked with; 
and will ever with: Matthew Percy. For those who aren't 
aware, Matthew sadly passed away on April 21st.     
 
Matthew in his short life managed to do so many 
extraordinary things with his work within Youth Voice 
launching him into what would of been a stellar political 

career for many years. He was an Elected Member of Youth Parliament for Ipswich, Suffolk in the East of 
England for 4 years in which his work for people who have Autism Spectrum Disorder in which he was 
diagnosed with at 8 years old really made him a popular young man over that period.      
 
Along side UKYP, he took an interest and took part in the work of the National Children's Bureau, the 
NSPCC, Young Minds, Ambitious for Autism and much, much more. He also was one of the youngest 
parish councillor's in the UK on Kesgrave's & Martlesham's Parish Councils with the Labour Party who all 
adored his work for young people like us. Just a few weeks before his passing, he was elected to both 
Council's mentioned Un-Opposed and typical of his passion, he was slightly gutted at this...     
 
One of his last major projects was with the newly formed National Express Youth Panel which I, 
Matthew & 8 other young people (1 of them by SkyPe) met for the first time on March 30th at National 
Express House above Digbeth Coach Station -the day was fantastic & Matthew provided very useful 
ideas for the way forward of the panel, which we are bound to use for our time as members. After all, 
he helped NX create their Youth Promise which enabled BYC to help form the panel along with fellow 
Member Tamanna Miah.     
 
One positive out of this is that his closest friends are in the process of setting up The Matthew Percy 
Foundation, which they say they wish to carry on the work he did; a fitting way to ensure his legacy is 
fully maintained.      
 
It is safe to say that Britain has lost one the bright sparks, one of it's kindest people and a future political 
giant. Every one of us within the Youth Voice Community, Past & Present can say whether we knew him 
or met him that he was "A Good One".    It leaves me to say: Matthew; you are forever missed by all & 
we are proud of all you did in your time with us.    The thoughts of us all within the Youth Voice 
Community are with his family.    Sleep tight good man. 
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Yorkshire and Humber 

Barnsley 
 
Danielle Hanlon, 15, Member of Youth Parliament & Youth Councillor  
 
Met other MYP's and discussed campaigned what we can do. 

 
Pegah Moulana, 18, Youth Councillor  
 

This month, Barnsley Youth Council sat for the first time after re-
elections. It was a great success and I held a great pride to be the 
acting Chair for Barnsley Youth Council, as every if not most of the 
Barnsley borough is represented through the new members.   
Elections also occurred for the roles including Members of the UKYP, 
and the deputy with over 11 candidates and double tide, we 
managed to get our members elected ready for Y&H induction.    

 
This week, members of the UK Youth Select Committee 2015 were 
met for the first time in London. It was a great induction as we got 
to know one another with amazing ice-breakers used (we all feel like 
a family already).   Afterwards through the elections, I was honoured 
to be chosen as the Vice Chair of YSC, ending our night with starting 
our biographies for the website.   Next day, was the start of our 
term to our amazing role, by spending our day in the Parliament. On 
the day we met our Clerks, received induction, had our group photo 
taken and spent our lunch from a hard working day at the House Of 

Commons Terrace, which was a pride.   We are looking forward to start our term, especially with 
gathering our call of evidence very shortly.   I am proud of my team!  

 
At the end of February, Yorkshire and Humberside met for the first time in Doncaster for the induction 
weekend. It was a very productive weekend, as young people had the chance to meet one another since 
most of the people were newly elected therefore it was crucial to get to know one another more.   This 
was done through various tasks such as outdoor activities, ice breakers, team challenges, workshops and 
even at their free time.   Members and deputy members of the UK Youth Parliament (UKYP) received a 
briefing with me and the PG regarding on what is expecting them in the upcoming year. It consisted of 
speaking about their role, code of conduct, Annual Sitting and House of Commons debate. They also 
made a plan of what they promised to their local electorates and what they would do to bring about 
those changes in their term.   Overall, it was a fantastic weekend, as everyone left the induction feeling 
inspired, included and represented.  
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Pedro Ramos, Youth Councillor 

I'm gonna be writting about my first meeting that I had with other young people who also were there to 
candidate themselves to be a youth councilor. This first meeting was very important for me and other as 
it was a good chance for me to get to know more people and know more about them. This meeting was 
also important for me to know the roles and responsabilities of a youth councillor and that meeting was 
very successful. I was very enthusiasmated as the campaign to choose the new 2 young councilors was 
starting and I though to myself this is what I want to and I want to take ideas forward so I started 
writting about my presentation which was later presented to the whole year 8,9,10 and 11. 

In my opinion this campaign was very successful as more people started to talk to me about the youth 
council and how to vote and when.  

Also another event that was very positive was our first official meeting which had people from all over 
barnsley and had more people who had been there longer than me and I started to ask people their 
names and why they joined and I received back some really good answers like I want to be here because 
I want to change what it's wrong in the society and to stop the things that happen in schools that 
shouldn't like calling bad names and being racism.  

Now what is making my role interesting is those people from my school who are always giving me ideas 
of topics to take to meetings and why does that affect them and my role is very interesting as I am the 
one who speaks for them, I am representing young people's ideas from my area and school. All those 
activities that we have done until now were very successful as I know now more people than what I did 
on the start and that I know that I will do the best I can to put those ideas forward and to resolve things 
and make my area a much better place. 
 
 

Calderdale  

 
Ella Beevers, 14, Member of Youth Parliament 

 
In terms of Living Wage, back in January I met with Craig 
Whitaker MP as well as Leader of Calderdale Council Stephen 
Baines in which they pledged to support the Living Wage. An 
article was published in regards to this in the local newspaper.     
 
In the Calderdale Youth Council, we are preparing for the Tough 
Times conference for decision makers and young people to 
share good practice for emotional wellbeing. The conference 
will be held at the end of April and is looking to host around 
100 people.      
 
Furthermore, the campaign Fairer Fares 4 Youth (a campaign I 
initially set up for Calderdale in May 2014 that aims to make it 
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policy that young people wearing school uniform are automatically entitled to half fare) has now 
received thousands of signatures from both students and the general public in Calderdale. The campaign 
is looking to expand to Wakefield. Once the campaign has sufficient support- I will be looking to 
negotiate terms with metro.      
 
Additionally, I had the pleasure of attending the Yorkshire and Humber Youth Voice residential in which I 
learnt new practices to help me in my role as MYP and also made many great friends of whom I can 
network with for future campaigns.      
 
Last March, I had the honour of having work experience in the House of Commons with Craig Whitaker 
and his fabulous team!! I listened to many fascinating debates and I enhanced my interest in politics 
further.      
 
I have also been carrying out numerous assemblies at many secondary schools in Calderdale which focus 
on the importance of being motivated during exam period and how I motivate myself- this includes past 
experiences and relatable anecdotes. The response has been amazing.     
 
Finally, I was invited to the ITV studios in Leeds where Matt Price interviewed me regarding my 
reasoning behind supporting Votes at 16. It was absolutely incredible and the interview will be 
broadcast in every region on Calendar soon!!  
 

Leeds 
 
John Wadsworth PR Officer, Leeds Youth Council  

With preparations complete for the Leeds Youth Council's work experience campaign, all that's left to do 
is to film our work, which should be released to businesses and schools later in the summer. I know that 
everyone is really eager to get involved with the filming and there's a newfound confidence that the 
final product will be superb. 

Our meeting in April was action packed as usual, with opinions being exchanged on a number of topics, 
including the Leeds #bestsummer campaign, which we are pleased to help in order to make sure young 
people are aware of what precautions to take, particularly around alcohol. We aren't naive, we know 
everyone wants to enjoy themselves, but we believe you can have a good time as well as staying safe. 
Everyone always has a view to share at these meetings, with members keen to express their thoughts 
around public transport, healthy lifestyles and the imminent election. 

With polling day fast approaching, we decided to make use of the parliament.uk mock election pack. In 
the LYC constituency, the tomorrow party scraped to victory in a tight race. Their policies of making it 
easier to set up a business, helping troubled families and guaranteeing online 24hr GP appointments 
clearly went down well with young people. 

There's been outstanding work by our individual members too, whose achievements were recognised 
when two of the Youth Council received the city's golden owl award for their film: "what would I 
change?"  

http://parliament.uk/
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In addition, Youth Councillors have continued their fantastic work across the city's schools, be it through 
exploring the introduction of school food ambassadors or consulting with the police for about diversity 
issues. Overall, a fantastic record of achievement.  

Minhaz Abedin, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
Mental Health is becoming a growing problem in every region of the UK and that remains very much so 
in Leeds as well. The Leeds D/MYP's have been hard at work in a bid to rectify the underlying problems 
that riddle our communities every single day. With meetings already taking places with local providers 
of Mental Health services, the Leeds reps' have been taking big strides in tackling this campaign and has 
now began time-lining the year that is to come. As conversations have already began with local Mental 
Health service providers, the Leeds D/MYP's have found the best way to combat the issue - creating a 
short film to de-stigmatise Mental Health as well as educating Young People so that they are able and 
ready to face Mental Health; a sadly common trait within our present society. This is all in a bid to 
ensure that Young People receive the adequate support structure so when facing their problems, 
they are not alone.  
 
The Leeds reps' are teaming with ITV team 'Fixers charity' when creating this short film, another show of 
the active steps Leeds UKYP are taking. The film is hoping to be completed and ready for launch on 
'World Mental Health Day' on the 10th October 2015, a perfect way in ensuring the right audience hears 
this essential message. However, a special première will take place on 8th October 2015 at the Leeds 
PSHE Advisor's Network conference to the staff who are most frequently faced with 
the responsibility of Mental Health  services in schools across Leeds.  
 
Away from the team, I have been busy in spreading the voice of the UK Youth Parliament as the Y&H 
Media Representative. Firstly, it's an honour to have been chosen to be on the Steering Group for Y&H, 
the link between the LA's and the regions - this will greatly help me in spreading my voice. Closer to 
home, I have been working alongside the BBC in creating short films with their School Reports team as 
well as on BBC Radio Leeds where myself and Simran (Wakefield) are now familiar faces. However, the 
biggest honour is when I was invited to speak at Bankside Primary School in the summer term. This 
school is very close to my heart as it in the area in which I grew up in and the place where I was inspired 
to stand as an MYP to ensure an adequate voice for those deprived Young People.  
 
All in all, this has been an inspiring time period for the Leeds Youth Parliament team and they don't 
expect it to dip in excitement from here-onwards. Look forward to speaking to you all again soon! - 
Minhaz Abedin (17) MYP for Leeds.  

 
North Lincolnshire   
 
Callum Joinson, 15, Youth Councillor 
 
Dearne Valley, what a weekend! I have to say it was nice to see all the Yorkshire and Humber region 
again, and the newly elected youth representatives all seem absolutely great. One of the best highlights 
for me was meeting David Clark the big boss of BYC and what a man he is so kind and helpful. I felt so 
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privileged that I was given the opportunity to have a 10-15 minute meeting with him and two others 
from my constituency to explain some of the work we had done and ask for some of his help and well 
we were given what is possibly one of the biggest surprises ever he told us to put our campaign forward 
to BYC to take a vote on whether to make it mandatory for all local youth councils to have to do 
something on our campaign. A big massive thank you to all the staff at Dearne Valley, all the Yorkshire 
and Humber staff, the steering group, all the young people, the two North Lincolnshire workers Danny 
and Sarah what are honestly the best that anyone could ask for they supported us with everything and 
David Clark for the opportunity to have a meeting with him and for his help, I can't wait for the next 
one.  
 

Callum Joinson, 15, Youth Councillor 
 
Humber UTC Ambassadors Meeting  
 
I was recently selected as an ambassador for the newly built University Technical College in Scunthorpe 
and met with the project manager Sonia Allen and her team to discuss the future running of the college. 
To begin with we all met to discuss why we were chosen as ambassadors.  We were told that we stood 
out to Sonia and her team because of our communication skills and abilities to have very mature views. 
We discussed what we would do in the role e.g. picking enrichment activities etc. We then headed over 
to the UTC site for a tour where we met with the Mayor and the site manager. We discussed how the 
site was coming along. During the tour of the site I decided to tactically stick to the back where the 
Mayor was and introduce myself to myself to him. We then went off topic a bit discussing my youth 
council work and his becoming mayor. He expressed an interest in attending one of our meetings and 
gave me his business card to get in touch with him with the date of the next meeting of NLYC.  After we 
finished, we then formally accepted a time capsule for the Humber UTC from the Mayor. Pictures were 
taken by the Scunthorpe Telegraph and Estuary TV. We then headed off the site back to the meeting 
room where we all decided within seconds on the uniform for the Humber UTC and that it will be black, 
we then discussed a little about catering, which will be provided by the council. We decided that 
promotional events should be used in the catering and a grab and go option should be on offer. We then 
ran out of time and are still to receive a date for the next meeting; afterwards I approached Sonia and 
asked her to put on the agenda LGBT and Be Unique – our positive body image project. We discussed a 
little about having an LGBT and Be Unique support group within the UTC and using this as a pilot to then 
say to other schools look we have it here it has worked you need to use this type of idea in your school . 
We both agreed this is a good idea.  
 

Devon Drakes, 15, Youth Councillor & Regional Representative  
 
Recently, the region of Yorkshire and Humber gathered together at Kingswood, Dearne Valley for our 
annual residential trip. Throughout the weekend there were many workshops for example, the 2015 
general election and public speaking. During the public speaking workshop we created our own political 
parties and came up with our own pledges. We then presented our pledges to other youth councillors 
who then judged who won. To ensure everyone made new friends, on an evening everyone was 
assigned into a group, which they worked together with to compete in mini team games such as 
Pictionary. We were also able to choose to outdoor activities to improve teambuilding skills and help us 
push ourselves out of our comfort zone. 
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Jordan Hammerton, 15,  Youth Councillor  
 
I went to Dearne Valley residential for Yorkshire and Humber as a representative from North 
Lincolnshire Youth Council. I enjoyed myself. There were a lot of meetings, talking about what we were 
going to do over the next year and I felt that we managed to get everything covered. The 
accommodation was wonderful with lots of room and very well laid out. Everyone at the residential was 
wonderful - a brilliant mix of minds who could collaborate and really give a voice to the young people of 
Yorkshire and Humber.  
The workshops I did were very informative, I enjoyed the fact they were interactive and that some used 
up to date equipment and software which we now want in our local authority. However the highlight of 
the residential was the fact I abseiled despite my fear of heights I thoroughly enjoyed it as did everyone 
else.  

 
Kian Borg-Jackson, 13, North Lincolnshire Young Mayor 
 
Dearne Valley was an enjoyable weekend that helped to develop my skills in campaigning, public 
speaking and teamwork. I participated in a mixture of indoor and outdoor activities that involved 
working as a team to complete different tasks.  
These included writing speeches and solving problems that we all thought needed changing and taking 
part in abseiling and the scrapheap challenge which involved trying to protect a water balloon from 
bursting as a team. This helped us all become more confident and helped us understand the different 
roles in a team. In conclusion, Dearne valley was educational and a great way to improve all of our skills 
and knowledge. 
 

Rosie Parkin, 12,  Youth Councillor 
 
I had a great weekend on the Dearne Valley Residential. I loved the activity workshops as I learnt a lot 
about different types of media and how they are used. I also learnt about how they help campaigning. I 
also learnt a lot about parliament and democracy. I also learnt about Make Your Mark which i am hoping 
to see if my head teacher will let me register our school up for. 
I loved the activities, especially the high ropes, and although i wasn't in a group with anyone I knew, I 
had a great time and made lots of friends. Overall I had an amazing weekend and learnt lots. 

 
William McCullion, 13, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
I personally found the whole Dearne Valley experience very interesting. I greatly enjoyed learning more 
about the BYC and Make Your Mark, and found the weekend to be very beneficial when it came to 
making new contacts within the BYC and other groups. Overall I found it to be a lot of fun.  
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Rotherham  
 
Emilia ashton, 15, Youth Councillor  
 
Some members of Rotherham youth cabinet and 2 members of the looked after children's council took 
part in a 2 session first aid course. This was a great time and a great skill for all of us to have. Just 2 
weeks after having passed I did my first bit of first aid. �     
 
BYC induction weekend was great. It gave us the chance 
to mix with the other regions from Yorkshire and Humber 
as well as get to work better as a team. The team 
challenge was great and was an opportunity to get to mix 
with the other regions as well as develop teamwork skills. 
Could definitely tell why I did not take art while playing 
Pictionary. The workshops were great. I signed up to 
media and press and effective campaigning. Media and 
press was great; a job well done to Rotherham's own 
Oliver and Ashley. There was so much more to the 
weekend and it was amazing. It was sad to see Bill Eve go 
but it was great to meet Charlie and although she won't 
replace Bill, I believe that she will be a great addition to 
the Yorkshire and Humber team.     
 
To end the month of March, the long awaited Youth Conference. A lot of hard work and planning went 
into the event and it had finally arrived. People were stressed and panicked  but only natural with such a 
big event with so many young people. The event was a great success with many of the workshops being 
run by young people. The theme was young people and their voice. Hopefully the young people believed 
their voices have been heard and know how to get their voices heard. Especially those who visited the 
voice and influence workshop. Hope all young people had a good day. 

  
 
Toni Paxford, 15, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
I have been carrying out a petition about exams and have made it to 100 signatures!  Had a workshop at 
a young person's conference for my community cohesion project I set up in September.  Supported the 
#WeStandTogether campaign against hate crimes.  Attended the introduction weekend for Yorkshire 
and Humber. 
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Sheffield  
 
George Shore, 14, Youth Councillor   
 
The Regional induction weekend for me was 
absolutely brilliant! I've never met a more broad a 
spectrum of people from such a diverse array of 
backgrounds and beliefs.     I have definitely got a 
lot out of it and would not hesitate for a second to 
return for another weekend with the brilliant 
characters I met. I go on a lot of residentials but out 
of all of them I loved this one the most as it gave 
me chance to mingle with people of different 
political values and helped me see flaws and 
improvements in my own.     
 
The diversity helped me realise that there is a huge spectrum of issues to be tackled for the greater good 
and if the residential has taught me anything, it;'s that the job is never done and there is always 
something new to fight for. 

 
Wakefield  

 
Adam Lofthouse, 17, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
At the beggining of March me and the rest if the wakefield crew had a meeting with Red Quadrant to 
discuss local issues in our area and ways to combat this. The meeting was very succesful and red 
quadrant met with us a week later to tell us what they are planning in doing with what we told them.    
At the end of March (like most people in Yorkshire and Humber) I attended the youth voice residential. 
Which was a weekend meeting the new D/MYP's and begining work on the national campaigns. 

 
Alex Pennington, 13, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
I recently attended the Yorkshire and Number Youth Voice Induction Weekend, and took part in several 
workshops to help improve my skills and representation of young people. I also met lots of new people 
from different local authorities and had the chance to make new friends. 
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Northern Ireland 
Belfast East 
 
Ross McVittie, 18, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
During the Easter holidays I went to the British Youth Council Youth Voice Leadership Development 
residential in Kingswood Grosvenor Hall in Kent along with the other Northern Ireland Members of 
Youth Parliament. As well as NI MYPs there were over 300 youth representatives from across England 
including Members of Youth Parliament, Youth Councillors, Young Lord and Deputy Mayors. This was a 
fantastic opportunity for me to get to know and bond with the other NI MYPs but also gave me a chance 
to meet and discuss issues with lots of other young people from England who represent a diverse range 
of communities. The weekend proved very worthwhile and meeting so many highly motivated young 
people campaigning on a wide range of issues relevant to young people not only inspired me to make a 
difference in Belfast East but also enabled me to get lots of new ideas on how to help me progress my 
campaign issues over the next few months.     
 
During the weekend we were put into a number of groups and I was allocated to a group made up of 
some NI MYP’s along with other MYP’s from Kent and London. As a group we were asked to create 
posters, placards and make up protest chants that could be used in the protest march through the 
fictional town of Forgeford aimed at raising awareness of Mental Health issues faced by young people 
across the UK. This culminated in a large scale protest march by all the groups resulting in over 300 
young people protesting for better Mental Health services for young people and creating lots of noise 
combined with lots of banter !      
 
Other activities during the weekend included things like team building exercises, wall climbing and log 
balancing all aimed at improving our personal and team skills. These were complemented by sessions 
aimed at teaching us how best to use social media tools to promote our campaigns, how to effectively 
engage with local politicians and generally how to be a more effective MYP.     
 
Fired up and inspired by the British Youth Council Youth Voice Leadership Development residential I 
have now become a member of the Translink Youth Forum and recently attended a meeting with other 
youth representatives with Translink. This allowed me to ask the Translink Marketing Director questions 
including one of my campaign issues which is to trying to make Translink provide free bus/rail passes to 
all students in school, FE College or University. Whilst the Translink representative listened to me the 
best that they could offer was more promotion of the Youth Link Travel Card which was disappointing. 
Never mind I intend to write to the Department of Regional Development Minister Danny Kennedy and 
the DRD Committee to lobby for a change to ensure all young people have free bus/rail travel. I’ll keep 
you updated on progress over the next few months.    
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 I also took the opportunity to participate in the Sky News Stand Up and Be Counted campaign that 
involved recording a video about why I thought young people should get involved in politics and vote at 
the General Election on May 7th as well as getting some pictures taken in the photo booth.      
 
Given the focus on the General Election campaign I’m plan to attend a number of the ‘Election Hustings’ 
to hear what the various local parties are promising to do in the next parliament if elected.   

 

Belfast north   

 
Nicole McCann, 17, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This month has been a busy one, but a fantastic one at that! This month myself and my other fellow NI 
MYPs traveled across to Kent to take part in BYCs youth residential where we met fantastic people and 
made tons of new friends. We worked together to improve out skills in order to fulfil our roles to their 
full potentials. We stepped foot into Fordgeford where we completed activities as a group and 
implemented all our new skill that we had learned. This month I also met with my local MLA Alban 
Maginess. We discussed my campaign on mental health of which he gave me tons of amazing advice and 
pointer and we even chatted about this years general election! This month has been amazing and I hope 
that I can continue to improve my skills and to get the youth voice heard!  

 
East Antrim  

 
Sophie, 17, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
At the beginning of April I travelled to London with the other Northern Irish MYPs to take part in a 
Leadership Development residential. Here I was fully informed about my roles and responsibilities as an 
MYP. I took part in team building exercises, time management tasks and working under pressure during 
the Forgeford challenge. (Team 6 shoutout). However my favourite part of the weekend was meeting 
other MYPs, DMYPs, Young Mayors and Young Councillors from across the whole of the UK and without 
the UK youth parliament I would never have been able to meet so made brilliant people and come away 
with new friends!     Thank you for reading!      
 
Other News;   - I’ve met with constituents to inform them about my role as an MYP and help them in 
anyway I can  - I’ve been interacting with local politicians to inform them of my campaign which is 
centred around child poverty and in particular the living wage    
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East Londonderry   

 
Emma McCaughern, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
I have had an amazing month as an MYP!    From the 10th to the 12th of April I spent the weekend with 
over 300 other youth leaders at the British Youth Council Youth Voice Leadership Development 
residential in Kent. During this weekend I met other Members of Youth Parliament, Young Mayors and 
Young Councillors from across the country.    On the Saturday we were role playing as leaders of the 
fictional town of Forgeford in Forgefordshire. Doing this exercise taught me important skills such as time 
management and event organisation, as well as how to work efficiently as part of a team. On Sunday I 
was sad to leave because I had made so many new friends, from both England and Northern Ireland. I 
had an absolutely incredible weekend.    I learnt about how to be the best possible MYP and how I can 
fairly represent the young people in my constituency. I've learned so much new information, and feel 
ready to begin my campaign concerning Young people's connections with local politicians. 
 

Foyle  

 
Thomas Chambers, 18, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
Have had a very exciting, industrious and interesting month which has involved meetings with local 
politicians including my MP to discuss the best way to make Mental Health a compulsory part of the 
curriculum and raising awareness of the issue in Foyle. These meetings have been very beneficial and 
have enabled me to gain a better understanding of the various ways to conduct my campaign. In 
addition to that, I have had the amazing opportunity to attend the BYC's Leadership Development 
residential in Kent, where I was able to work alongside the other MYPs from across the UK. The 
residential was a great way to help network with MYPs who are working on similar issues and through a 
range of activities, including the group work which consisted of groups taking charge of a fictional town 
of "Forgeford", I was able to develop my skills to guarantee that I can best represent my constituents. 
The residential also enabled me to work alongside the other MYPs from Northern Ireland, many who are 
also working on campaigns related to mental health and develop an action plan to help deliver on my 
campaign aims of making sure that the young people of Foyle have a future. 

 
Lagan Valley 

 
Ryan Simpson, 15, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
It has been a busy month in my role as MYP. In fact in the space of a week I have been flown across the 
country working hard and spreading Lagan Valley's voice. From the 10th to the 12th of April I travelled 
to Ashford, Kent, to participate in BYC's Youth Voice Residential. This was a brilliant event with my 
personal highlight being the Forgeford Council experience. Another fun activity was the Northern Ireland 
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selfie challenge which I did pretty well in and has its own album on my phone. I have made some friends 
that I will never forget and hope to see at the Annual Sitting soon!      
 
As a member of the Youth Select Committee ,on the 14th to the 15th of April I flew to London, where 
we elected the chair of the Committee (Rhys Hart) and the Vice Chair (Pegah Moulana). On The 
Wednesday we spent the day in Parliament with our own private tour of the Palace as well as get to 
know each other and the work of a select committee. I was then taken in an official car of my own to the 
airport and returned to a rather chilly Northern Ireland! 

 
Mid Ulster 

 
Jack Logue, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
In April myself and the rest if the Northern Ireland MYP's went to Kent to meet up with the rest of the 
UK MYP's! It was an amazing experience and gave me more confidence in my role as an MYP! At Kent 
we took part in a range of different social activities including tasks based on a fictional town called 
'Forgeford' i felt these tasks helped developed me as a person and gave me more confidence in doing 
certain things. During our visit we also discussed our campaigns and what we hope to do in the 
upcoming months. We gave eachother tips on how to succeed which was extremely helpful as i now 
know exactly what to do to get my campaign heard. Overall i had a fantastic experience and made many 
new friends.  
 
I have emailed local MLA's and MP's regarding a meeting to discuss my campaign.  

 
Newry and Armagh  

 
Gareth Hampton, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
I have had a meeting with the new Lord Mayor with Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon council. I 
also attended a youth voice residential in Kent, where I learnt vital skills on how to fulfil my role as as 
MYP, I have also created a survey for young people in my area about what they would like to see in a 
closed tesco site within Armagh. 

 
North Antrim 

 
Niesha Kelly, 14, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This month I have approached a variety of ages about my campaign and what I hope to accomplish. I 
completed my action plan on what I am going to work on throughout this month and further. I have 
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emailed my MP twice hoping to arrange a meeting although unfortunately have got no reply. I attended 
the Residential in Kent with my Northern Ireland MYP's and also met up with English MYP's and got very 
helpful ideas that I am going to look into with great detail.  
 
I am going to contact my principle about making a survey for a variety of young people in schools across 
my constituency (aged 11-16) to ask them on how they would feel about adding a mental health class to 
their curriculum (non-exam) to see how they would feel about the issue. I also thought of heiring  
professionals and sociologists to make a leaflet (aimed at teenagers and parents of teenagers) on signs if 
you feel your child may be suffering with mental health problems, who you can contact and also a 
section for the teenager to read to let them know what to do about it. I would also list local mental 
health communities and councilers that can be contacted, I hope this will raise the awareness of mental 
health and build up mental health organisations. 

 
North Down  

 
Sarah Walker, 15, Member of Youth Parliament 

 
This month has been great! The highlight of my month as an MYP was the residential in Kent! Not only 
did it give us an amazing opportunity to meet the other MYPS from across England, it also gave us a 
chance to learn more about how to do the role of an MYP well! Over the weekend, we spent lots of time 
in small groups doing replica activities on behalf of 'forgeford' these included writing a letter, meeting 
an MP and taking part in a rally against mental health! The weekend was a great way to bond with the 
other Northern Irish MYPS and make new connections! In my local campaign this month I have 
organised meetings with 2 MLAS and met with a council member! I have also collaborated with MYPS 
who have a similar objective to me and I have made contact with a youth group to try and gauge more 
youth involvement!  
 
 

South Antrim  

 
Jordan, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This has been a very exciting month for me and I now can say that I've settled into my role as an MYP. 
I'm still finding it bizarre (but wonderful) that politicians are phoning me to meet up, they are being very 
supportive.      
 
Early this month I met up with a candidate for the general election, Danny Kinahan, for the UUP. We had 
a great chat about my role and the issues which I'm campaigning about. He assures me that I can 
contact him at any time and he says that he will do everything he can to help me. I've also arranged to 
meet up with two other candidates (including the recent MP).      
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The BYC Leadership Development weekend was phenomenal. It taught me so many valuable lessons and 
helped me to make valuable connections for the future.     
 
I've really enjoyed being an MYP, and it keeps getting better.  

South Down  

 
Helen Jennings, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
I’m just back from an exciting weekend spent with over 300 of my fellow youth representatives in Kent.  
On the morning of Friday 10th April, all of the Members of Youth Parliament for Northern Ireland set off 
for Kingswood Grosvenor Hall in Kent for the British Youth Council Youth Voice Leadership Development 
residential. Here, I spent this weekend meeting and connecting with other Members of Youth 
Parliament, Young Mayors, Young Councillors, and deputies for those positions from all over England.   I 
met so many fantastic young people, from whom I can take inspiration in my work as MYP. With my 
teammates I spent the weekend learning how to be a more effective advocate.   Saturday was spent 
conducting an intense exercise in which we were roleplaying as representatives of the fictional town of 
“Forgeford”. I hope to transfer all of the enthusiasm I gave in this exercise to my role as MYP for South 
Down! I’m feeling very focused and motivated to continue my campaign on youth participation in local 
government decision-making here.   I’ve learned a lot, and feel so blessed to have made such fantastic 
new friends. 
 

Strangford 

 
Aaron Addidle, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
I went on a very interesting and insightful residential which helped me to get ideas for my campaign and 
helped me to develop the skills an MYP should possess. In my constituency, I have met with three 
councillors this month and discussed my campaign of a local youth council and how to get better youth 
participation in local politics. I am making good progress in my campaign and hope to have further 
meetings with councillors regarding this.  
 

Upper Bann 

 
Abigail Taylor, 18, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
So this month all MYPs, DMYPS, Youth Councillors and Young Mayors met together to begin our year in 
term in Kent! Over the weekend we made so many new friends and met so many amazing people, but 
also we learnt some incredibly valuable skills to help us with representing our constituents! From team 
building high ropes courses too a fictional land of Forgeford we developed how we can be the best 
representatives that we can be! I can personally say that this was one of the best experiences of my life 
and I cannot wait until the Annual Sitting in July!  
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Following my interview with UUP leader Mile Nesbit, I have began planning a survey to send around my 
local schools regarding the lowering of the voting age to 16!  
 

West Tyrone 

 
Zara Hemphill, 17, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
On the 10th of April myself and the other MYP's from Northern Ireland travelled to Kent, to the BYC's 
Leadership Development Residential here we met so many other  MYP's from across the UK. This was 
such a fantastic and rewarding experience, as we all had the amazing opportunity of meeting so many 
new people from across the UK and forming new friendships, the residential also helped us to develop 
our campaigns further and enabled us to strengthen the way in which we present them. Honestly it was 
such an amazing weekend shared with amazing people all thanks to the BYC! 
 
I'm currently  arranging an event on the awareness of smear testing young women, I'm waiting on 
replies from local GPs to speak at this event and other people involved in the health profession, I hope 
to hold this event near the end of June  
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Support worker’s Stories 

East Midlands 
Lincolnshire 
 
Sarah Newton, Participation Assistant 
 
Ten young people including the newly elected MYP, Young Mayor and Deputy Young Mayor attended an 
informative and fun weekend at Dearne Valley residential facility. Hosted by Yorkshire and Humber Youth 
Voice young people were given the opportunity to develop skills and knowledge that would help them 
promote Young Voice issues and campaigns. Workshops included Effective Campaigning, Public Speaking, 
Understanding Democracy and the General Election. This was also a great chance for them to mix with 
other young people from across the region, sparking new acquaintances and reigniting previous 
friendships. 
 
The Dragons Den Challenge encouraged creativity, team work and collaboration cumulating in a 
presentation of a campaign to all the other members and workers. Successful ideas were rewarded 
with....biscuits! Young people were asked to think about ways to promote this year’s Make Your Mark 
Ballot in order to achieve the target of 1 million votes.  
 
The weekend wasn't all work, members chose exciting activities to participate in, Abseiling, High Ropes, 
Scrap Heap Challenge and Bush Craft .Young people supported each other conquering fears and 
celebrating in increased confidence and success. 
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East of England 
Central Bedfordshire  
 
Chiwo Mukome, Support Worker 
 
This month, Central Bedfordshire has got in involved in a number of 
activities from youth proofing Amey’s new road safety campaign, 
setting up Kelly kettles with Wildlife Trust and championing young 
people’s Mental Health.  Rory Janes, one of our youth reps has been 
instrumental in driving the latter forward. Rory has lobbied the 
support of Central Bedfordshire’s Director of Children’s Services to 
organise a Mufti Day across all schools/colleges in Central Beds. The 
aim of the Mufti Day will be to raise awareness on Mental Health. 
All proceedings will be donated to Young Minds.  In addition to this, 
Rory, also spoke at a local Mental Health meeting where he 
highlighted to different professionals  the importance of putting young people at the centre of service 
design/delivery  to ensure services are better targeted and responsive to young people’s needs.  

 
Further to the above, this month we also launched our Better 
Work Experience campaign. Although once a UKYP campaign, 
Central Bedfordshire young people felt passionate about this 
issue and decided to make it a local campaign. The Youth 
Parliament has designed questionnaires that have now  been 
circulated to schools and local business.  The response rate 
thus far has been really high. We look forward to compiling 
the report and sharing it with local decision makers. 
 
 
 

 
Lastly, following the sudden resignation of one our MYP members, we 
would like to congratulate Steven Dawkins for getting elected as an 
Interim.  
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London 
Hounslow 
 
Stephen Hutchinson, Support Worker 

 
Youth Parliament Elections in Hounslow Last year, the young people of Hounslow elected as their Member 
of Youth Parliament Dunja Relic, from Gumley House Convent School who stood on a platform of getting 
more women and girls involved in politics. Dunja was elected from a field of seven candidates - every year 
in Hounslow we have had either six or seven candidates 
for the UK Youth Parliament elections. Fittingly, in a 
borough represented in Parliament by two female MPs, 
Dunja acted as another positive role model for girls and 
young women, promoting the message that Parliament 
need not be quite so "male, pale and stale". Evidence of 
Dunja's success was provided in March, when a whopping 
nineteen candidates stood to replace her as Hounslow's 
MYP - eighteen of whom were girls and young women. As 
well as the record-breaking number of candidates, we also 
managed our highest ever total vote and were delighted to 
announce that Zara Qureshi (pictured-left) from 
Gunnersbury Catholic School and Areesha Ahmed 
(pictured- right) from Heston Community School were 
elected as our new MYP and Deputy for 2015/16. 
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West Midlands  
Worcestershire  

 
Kirsty Fraser, Support Worker  
 
Who Cares We Care members Holly, Tiff and Kat carried out an amazing dance performance for the Social 
Care Celebration event on Tuesday 14th April in front of over 120 people in the Council Chamber at 
Worcester County Hall. Young people known to social care were asked to volunteer for this and these 
three young ladies agreed to dedicate several days of their own time to the choreography and practice. 
Both Tiff and Kat both said they were nervous but excited about carrying out the performance, however 
there nerves did not show and the audience feedback was very positive. Well done ladies.    
 
 A group of Worcestershire's young people were asked to meet with Children's Services Peer Review Team 
to talk about their experiences of being a young person cared for by Worcestershire County Council and to 
talk about the Children in Care Council. Six young people between the ages of 12 and 15 years agreed to 
meet with Kevin and Lynne who asked questions about Social Workers, foster placements, Education and 
achievements. The group were very open and honest and then asked the Peer Review Team questions 
about their job and role. The group asked for a follow up report and  thought that the meeting went well 
feeling that Kevin and Lynne were alright and nice people.    
 
On 20th March, WYC arrived at Malvern Hills Outdoor Activity Centre for our annual residential. We 
worked hard at developing our skills, manifesto and campaigns but we also played hard and challenged 
ourselves on activities. In the afternoon we settled down to work on our manifesto. This is our plan for the 
upcoming year which outlines what campaigns we are working on and what our goals are. To decide what 
our top campaigns are we looked at the Make Your Mark results from October 2014.   Young people of 
Worcestershire felt these were there top 3 concerns:  Everyone should be paid a living wage of at least 
£7.65 per hour  Bring back exam resits in English and Maths  Give young people the chance to do at least a 
week of good quality work experience.   So these were decided as our top 3 campaigns. We also voted on 
a 4th campaign to focus on public transport. We want it to be more accessible, affordable and safer for all.   
We then split into groups and were set the challenge of imagining that we wanted to persuade our 
parents to let us do something that they would never normally agree to. We then realised that we already 
had a ton of campaign strategies that we had just never realised!  For example when we said we would 
nag our parents to give us what we want, we realised this is just like lobbying. And when we said we would 
throw a tantrum, this is just like protesting. It is important to think about what we want to achieve when 
deciding our campaigning methods.        
 
On the 24th Three of us  from the Worcestershire Youth Cabinet left school early ( with permission J !) and 
went along to a Pre-Elections hustings organised by Tom from Worcester YMCA. We all decided as a group 
questions that would be asked to the panel of future MP's, we asked the following question: “The Young 
People in your constituency voted for securing a living wage of £7.65 per hour regardless of age, as their 
top priority. How, should you become elected, would you ensure that this is achieved?”. It was really 
good, and we also got to listen to other questions people had asked, like about budget cuts for youth 
services and  questions about housing.      
  



 

70 
 

Yorkshire and Humber 
Barnsley  
 

Clare Archer, Youth Council Coordinator  
 
60% Turnout in the 2015 Youth Council Elections 

 
9,908 young people voted in the 2015 Youth Council Elections.  That’s a huge 60% of young people aged 
11 – 19yrs eligible to vote at participating schools and colleges. 
 
The votes are in and once again it is an excellent turn out at the polls as 9, 908 young people voted in the 
2015 Barnsley Youth Council Elections! 
 
The 9th bi annual election took place throughout the months of February and March 2015 . 
81 candidates stood for election to take one of the 39 seats available. Polling stations were set up across 
the borough and voting took place in assemblies, classes, form and lunch times.  
 
Barnsley’s Youth Council proactively works with other young people and allows them to put forward issues 
and concerns as part of the democratic framework for young people’s engagement in Barnsley. Members 
also get involved in regional and national youth voice mechanisms including the United Kingdom Youth 
Parliament.  
 
Exciting Project to celebrate the 800th Anniversary of the Magna Carta 
 
Horizon Community College has been awarded £19,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund to deliver an 
exciting project to celebrate the anniversary in partnership with the Barnsley Youth Council and 
Experience Barnsley Museum and Archives.  
 
 The aim of the project is to educate the community about the relevance, importance and meaning of the 
Magna Carta. 
 
A series of young people’s workshops will take place in the School and the Community to create a ‘grand 
charter’ of human rights. This will be presented to young people across Barnsley through the use of 
expressive, creative and performing arts. 
 
 The whole project will be filmed and all the work will eventually be exhibited in the Experience Barnsley 
Museum. 
 
 

Doncaster 
 

Linda Hardy, Support Worker 
 
Doncaster has finally held the election for members of United Kingdom Youth Parliament (MYP’s). We 
have two seats in the borough and we elected two representatives on Wednesday 15 April at the meeting 



 

71 
 

of the full Youth Council. The MYP’s in Doncaster are elected from the Youth Council which is made up of 
diverse young people that represent the area where they live, their School and /or a special group for 
example, young people with disabilities, young carers, children and young people in care etc.  
 
We are pleased to inform that Emma Spencer and Caitlin Boyle have been successful in being elected to 
represent young people from Doncaster. Emma joined the Youth Council to increase her confidence, we 
have watched her grow into a confident young person, she attends, meetings, regional conventions, youth 
voice residentials and has been involved in so much more as part of her youth council role.  
 
The following quote is from Emma’s Manifesto,  

“At my very first meetings, I used to sit in the corner and not speak. I didn’t express my opinions... I 
just let everyone else discuss their issues and I’d sit there and agree. I want to help people who 
were like me 4 years ago, if you vote for me I will voice their opinions, even if they are afraid to 
express them theirselves”....Emma was also elected as the Steering Group representative for 
Doncaster. 

 
Caitlin has always been involved in her School Councils and progressed on the Youth Council for 
Doncaster, she is also hoping to take Government and Politics as one of her A Levels. The following quote 
is from Caitlin’s Manifesto, “I have always been interested in politics and the chance to be heavily involved 
with the youth parliament is something that I would love to pursue…I also have a keen interest in 
improving the provision of mental health care in Doncaster, but I would really like to help improve the issue 
of mental health nationally as it is still a taboo subject that faces us in everyday life.  
Both Emma & Caitlin’s manifesto’s stated they will listen to the voices of other young people, take their 
views seriously and advocate for change!!! 

 
 

North Lincolnshire   
 
Sarah Newton, Participation Assistant 
 
Ten young people including the newly elected MYP, Young Mayor and Deputy Young Mayor attended an 
informative and fun weekend at Dearne Valley residential facility. Hosted by Yorkshire and Humber Youth 
Voice young people were given the opportunity to develop skills and knowledge that would help them 
promote Young Voice issues and campaigns. Workshops included Effective Campaigning, Public Speaking, 
Understanding Democracy and the General Election. This was also a great chance for them to mix with 
other young people from across the region, sparking new acquaintances and reigniting previous 
friendships. 
 
The Dragons Den Challenge encouraged creativity, team work and collaboration cumulating in a 
presentation of a campaign to all the other members and workers. Successful ideas were rewarded 
with....biscuits! Young people were asked to think about ways to promote this year’s Make Your Mark 
Ballot in order to achieve the target of 1 million votes.  
The weekend wasn't all work, members chose exciting activities to participate in, Abseiling, High Ropes, 
Scrap Heap Challenge and Bush Craft .Young people supported each other conquering fears and 
celebrating in increased confidence and success. 
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The Youth on Board (YOB) Awards are an exclusively youth-led rolling award scheme that  
Recognises innovative and exciting youth participation, both from young people and the projects  
And organisations that support them.  
 
BYC's membership of young people wanted to celebrate the benefits of involving young people  
And encourage more organisations to engage young people in their work.  
 
For more details and how to nominate, see here: http://www.byc.org.uk/trainingservices/  
Awards/youth-on-board-awards.aspx   
 
 

Making a Difference Award 
 
Criteria for the award:  
 
You’ll need to demonstrate how the individual has met at least THREE of these criteria by:  
• Making a positive impact to the running of an organisation or project.  
• Contributing to an organisation or project over a period of time (minimum of six months).  
• Inspiring others.  
• Being inclusive to others and allowing others to have their say. 

 
Organisation/ Project: UKYP Scotland 
Young Person Nominated: Jamie MacLeod 
 
In his two year term of office, as a member of UK Youth Parliament, Jamie has worked to represent all 
young people in his constituency, raising issues on their behalf, at meetings and with other appropriate 
decision makers, at a Scottish level and UK National level.        
                                                                                                                          
During his involvement with UKYP, Jamie has learned how to engage with political protocols and how to 
engage Councillors at all tiers of local government, as well as MP’s. He has also developed his confidence, 
presentation and negotiation skills. Jamie has been a debate lead for Scotland talking at the House of 
Commons on behalf of the young people of Scotland on issues that affect young people UK wide.  Jamie 
taking on a peer educator role during his term of office, he has motivated, encouraged and enabled less 
confident young people to speak out and participate in UKYP. Jamie also ensures he feeds back on what 
he has done to the young people he represents. Through his involvement, Jamie has enabled other young 
people to become more confident, learn new skills and be more engaged with their communities. He 
has taken every opportunity to give a voice to the young people who voted for him and those who didn’t, 
ensuring that decision makers hear what effects on young people’s lives their policies have.     

Youth on 
Board Awards  
 

http://www.byc.org.uk/trainingservices/
http://www.byc.org.uk/trainingservices/
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Organisation/ Project: UKYP Scotland 
Young Person Nominated: Junaid Ashraf 
 
 In his term of office, as a member of UK Youth Parliament, Junaid has worked to represent all young 
people in his constituency, raising issues on their behalf, at meetings and with other appropriate decision 
makers, at a Scottish level and UK National level.      
                                                                                                                            
During his involvement with UKYP, Junaid has learned how to engage with political protocols and how to 
engage Councillors at all tiers of local government, as well as MP’s. He has also developed his confidence, 
presentation and negotiation skills. Junaid has been a debate lead for Scotland talking at the House of 
Commons on behalf of the young people of Scotland on issues that affect young people UK wide.  Junaid 
taking on a peer educator role during his term of office, he has motivated, encouraged other young 
people to speak out and participate in UKYP. Junaid also ensures he feeds back on what he has done to 
the young people he represents.  Through his involvement, Junaid has taken every opportunity to give a 
voice to the young people who voted for him and those who didn’t, ensuring that decision makers hear 
what effects on young people’s lives their policies have.     

 
 

Organisation/ Project: Leeds Youth Council 
Young Person Nominated: John Wadsworth 
 
John has been actively involved at all levels during his time as Leeds Youth Councillor. He has been the 
Chair during 2013/14 ensuring that all full meetings were organised, engaging, inclusive and chaired well.  
John was voted in as PR officer and gas been actively promoting the Youth Council via social media, 
website and attending meeting with decision makers. John has also participated in the recruitment panels 
for new staff. 
John has volunteered over 200hrs in 2014/15 ensuring that youth voice is represented at all levels within 
Leeds. John is an enthusiastic young person representing the views of others before his own. 
John is extremely reliable. Jon has received the Leeds Youth Award and a Diana awards for active 
campaigning. John encourages all members of Leeds Youth Council to engage with their peers, inform 
them of what the council is doing and how they could get involved. 
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Youth Led Award 
 
Criteria for the award:  
 
You’ll need to demonstrate how the organisation has met at least THREE of these criteria by:  
• Been youth-led over the last 6 months.  
• Leadership of young people has made a positive impact at a local, national or international level.  
• Proactively allowed youth-led decision-making and a youth voice to shine through all of its work.  
• Involved a diverse range of young people. 

 
Organisation/ Project: Dyfodol y Ddraig (Girlguiding Cymru) 
 
Dyfodol y Ddraig is a youth forum for young women aged 16-25 within Girlguiding Cymru. They choose 
what campaigns, events and projects they want to run and take part in, as well as the designing, 
delivering and evaluating them. They have a number of mechanisums in place to report back their 
successes and failures to young people.  They are interested in issue that young women face both in and 
outside Guiding. 
 
Dyfodol y Ddraig is implemented by the young people. They create and design questionaries, or talk 
directly to young people. They then collate the information gained and ensured that every young person 
knows what is happening next. To ensure that money is not an issue or barrier to anyone attending 
funding has been secured to pay for transport Representation is important and a fair and appropriate 
process is used to ensure equality and true representation. 
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Inspiring Project Award  
 
Criteria for the award:  
 
You’ll need to demonstrate how a project has successfully engage young people and has met at least 
THREE of these criteria:  
• Supported youth participation in decision-making 
• Enabled young people to make a significant positive contribution at a local, national or international 
level  
• Allowed young peoples’ creativity to shine  
• Inspired, empowered and encouraged the involvement of young people from a range of backgrounds.  
• Increased youth leadership and given young people a voice in how the organisation is run 

 
Inspiring Project Award 
Name of Organisation/ Project: Leeds Children’s Mayor 
 
The project aims to raise local youth issues. The idea was to support young people of all ages, giving them 
a platform to voice their opinion, talk about democracy and create a manifesto and also to be heard in 
public by decision makers. Target group is 10+yrs. 
 
Excellent project driven by Leeds City Council Voice and Influence team with the support of Democratic 
Services. While we are recognising the project it is very much the work of Leeds City Council, young people 
have assisted with its success over the years. Young people participate via the manifesto they create  and 
the Leeds Young Mayor promoting young people in a positive way.  They contribute to making Leeds a 
more Child Friendly City 
 
The whole process is young person lead, and the purpose of the project is to involve children in the 
democracy process. 
 
The Leeds Children’s Mayor writes a positive story each month to share via the BYC positive stories 
magazine sharing the work they are doing on a local, regional and national level. 
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Thank you for your submissions this month, we look forward to  
reading more positive stories next month. 

 
Also we have The Youth on Board (YOB) Awards which is an exclusively youth-led rolling award 

scheme that recognises innovative and exciting youth participation, both from young people 
and the projects and organisations that support them. 

 
Deadline for submissions is quarterly. 

To apply see more on: http://www.byc.org.uk/training-services/youth-on-board-awards.aspx 
 

http://www.byc.org.uk/training-services/youth-on-board-awards.aspx

