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Welcome to the January 2015 edition of Positive Stories. Our format reflects part of our 
commitment to the UN Convention on the Rights of a Child Article 13 - Freedom of expression 
‘Every child must be free to say what they think and to seek and receive all kinds of 
information, as long as it is within the law,’ (UNICEF UK).   
 
The British Youth Council will share this report regionally and nationally, with local councillors 
and MPs, and certain media outlets, in order to raise the profile of the fantastic local work that 
we know is happening every day.  
 
The case studies and stories of the work of young people in their local communities are 
reproduced here in their own words. If you would like to find out more about one of the 
projects you read about in this report, please email: mail@byc.org.uk 

 
The online survey remains open and we produce reports once a month, providing young people 
the opportunity to shout about the great work they have been doing in their local areas during 
the previous month. Previous reports are available online: http://www.byc.org.uk/uk-
work/youth-voice 
 
The British Youth Council would like to thank all the workers and young people who took the 
time to promote and complete October survey and we look forward to hearing more from 
everyone over the coming months. 
 

  

mailto:mail@byc.org.uk
http://www.byc.org.uk/uk-work/youth-voice
http://www.byc.org.uk/uk-work/youth-voice
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Young People’s Stories 

East Midlands 

Derbyshire 
 
Lucy Boardman, 15, Member of Youth Parliament & Youth Councillor  
 
In preparation for the UKYP's National Day of Action on the 24th of January, I have been securing 
meetings with my council leader, my local councillor and my local MP, to discuss their views on the 
campaign and how they could support us in our work. To prepare for these meetings, that are confirmed 
and in the near future, I have been busy researching and gathering information about our national 
campaign, 'Raise the Wage' and the potential support that these councillors or MPs might be able to 
provide. I look forward to collaborating with them to work towards our national campaign and will have 
more information and pictures once these meetings have taken place and I have consulted these 
influential members of my community.     My youth council have also taken part in Fearless Ambassador 
Training, of which I am proud to have been a part of, which is where each member of my council is 
trained how to deal with reporting youth crime anonymously. We were then taught how to access the 
website and deliver these resources and knowledge to our local schools, which I hope to do in the near 
future. 

 
Rachel Wibberley, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 

January has been a busy month for UKYP action with lots of 
preparations for the living wage campaign. At the beginning of 
January I met a PPC to talk about the living wage, who then 
agreed that he would put the Living wage campaign in his 
manifesto. Also, on the 20th January, I met with my local 
council leader, Councillor western, to speak about the living 
wage. She agreed that she would support the living wage and 
continue to try and enforce it within our LA. She also thought 
that UK youth parliament and the work that we have done for 
youth voice is fantastic and agreed to let us have our meetings 
in the council chamber from now on! We also had a youth 
council meeting where we worked on national campaigns. 
During this time, we wrote letters to many local businesses 
asking them to support our living wage campaign. Also, we 

planned activities for the mental health campaign by designing lesson plans to deliver mental health 
education and making  powerful youtube videos to inform people about the campaign. 
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Lincolnshire 

 
George Baker, 15, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
As one of the Members of UK Youth Parliament I organised a meeting with Stephen Phillips to discuss 
the UK Youth Parliament campaigns: Raising the Wage; Improving Mental Health for Young People. The 
meeting was originally scheduled for mid February but after a diary reshuffle was brought forward to 
the 17th January. My primary aim was to open up a link between MPs and MYPs.    
 
Raising the Wage     
Stephen Phillips (conservative MP) agrees 
that companies who can afford to pay 
their employees should. We discussed 
many different options about how we can 
minimise the number of people not on 
minimum wage. It was pointed out that by 
raising the minimum wage it would cause 
many smaller companies to go out of 
business and was therefore not a viable 
option is his opinion. We also discussed 
how government strategies like the tax 
allowance and tax credits help increase 
the disposable income available to families 
across the UK without increasing the 
pressure on the companies which fuel our economy. These strategies allowed 3 million people to pay no 
tax last year while allowing the UK to have one of the fastest growing economies in the world.     
 
Mr Phillips told me that the government are doing what the can to improve the financial situation of 
young people trying to become independent. He said that the prime minister dos support the living 
wage and it was the conservatives who asked for the minimum wage to increase in 2013. He also 
pointed out that it is very hard to legislate companies to pay the living wage as often big corporations 
contract the work to different companies who are making much less profit.    Improving Mental Health 
for Young People    We also discussed the UKYP’s second campaign on mental health. Mr Phillips has 
some experience within the area and has recently given a speech on mental health within the 
community. He was very interested in the Lincolnshire based website ‘Kooth’. Kooth is a website which 
allows young people to talk to professionals about mental health problems while remaining completely 
anonymous. Although he had previously not heard of the website he was very interested in how it was 
run and requested that I send him more information. He expressed that it would be a good thing to roll 
out across more of the UK, it would also become more cost effective (economies of scale). Mr Phillips 
plans to mention this to the current UK Health Secretary.      
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We also discussed a recent BBC article on mental health which is about the recent cuts in mental health 
but also what the government are doing to improve the situation for young people. I still remain of the 
opinion that while cuts have to be made they should not affect the well being of young people, the 
young people who will go on to lead the country (we are after all the future). We also discussed the 
possibility of increasing mental health education in schools to reduce the number of mental health 
problems the NHS has to deal with.      
 
Involving Young People     
Article 12 of the UN rights of the Child says that we have a right for our opinions to be listened to and 
respected on decisions that affect us. We discussed how the government could be doing more to talk to 
young people about bills which would affect them, Mr Phillips plans to bring this up in future parliament 
discussions. I pointed out that the UKYP and local youth cabinets would be good organisations to talk to 
for this. 

 
Leicestershire  

 
Daria Eckert, 14, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This month I went to my youth council with a problem which my area now has - the prospect of 
changing the age range of the schools in Oadby and Wigston. This is an issue which is leaving young 
people worrying about their futures so  when I came to my youth council with this issue they agreed 
that I should take action on this and at least make sure young people are consulted. This is what I hope 
to do in the up coming months, by developing a survey or questionnaire to get their views and then 
making sure that these views are heard by people making the decisions.  

 
Rina Roy, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This month, I had arranged a meeting with Nicky Morgan to talk about the living wage campaign. I went 
to one of her surgeries and we discussed what is happening with the living wage and how we can move 
forward with it, also Nicky Morgan's opinion on it, which was interesting.     
 
 I was invited to celebrate the 750th Anniversary of De Montfort Parliament by Mr Speaker, the Rt Hon. 
John Bercow MP and the Lord Speaker, the Rt Hon. Baroness D'Souza, which was held on 22nd January.  
60 MYPs were chosen, one of them was me which was an honour and the event itself was amazing 
learning about the history of politics and Parliament and how it all started. It was fabulous to meet both 
house members and a very educational experience.  Also getting to see Westminster with my Youth 
Worker was wonderful.  Simon De Montfort was from Leicester which is quite local to where I live and it 
was a proud moment for me,  to represent all the young people in East Midlands and importantly 
Leicestershire.  I also appeared on ITV news before and at the event, which I hope went well and viewers 
enjoy it.  It was a great privilege to do the interview for ITV.      
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Next month I am going to a County Youth Council (CYCLe) residential to Moria Youth Hostel, to launch 
our work on the Mental Health campaign.  We are having workshops with UK Youth Parliament reps and 
CYCLe members. I am also planning before the residential to gather more information about what young 
people think about mental health and how we should raise awareness, and meet youth groups and 
maybe go into or email schools and colleges to do work with young people and send me the result.       
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East of England 
Essex 
 
Jakub Makowski, 17, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Good News from Colchester!!!    Colchester Borough Council (CBC) is already a Living Wage employer 
and contractor. Leader of CBC, Cllr Martin Hunt said that living wage is the Golden Line in order to get a 
contract with CBC, and they insist that companies pay people a decent wage.     CBC Leader said he will 
be happy to support our campaign later on. 

 
Hertfordshire 
 
Reece, 15, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament  

This week, I attended the Welwyn and Hatfield Youth Council to work with them on the issues 
in the district. The meeting was fantastic, as were the members. I am looking forward to 
working with them in future on many different issues. The main focus of the group is the 
"Unsaid" campaign which is focused on mental health. Some of the other topics discussed was 
an Awareness Gig and Herts1125. 

 

Suffolk 
 
Natasha Graves, Member of Youth Parliament  

 
This month I have been researching mental health awareness videos to be shown at my school during 
tutorial sessions. I found one made by Alika agidi-jeffs who was wrongly humiliated when his manic 
episode was filmed on a tube and became viral. Alika has become a role model for young people with 
mental health issues by announcing his problems publically and trying to get others to understand his 
story in order to prevent more people with mental disorders from being humiliated on the internet. I 
have asked for this video to be shown to all pupils from years 9-11 in registration, the video will then be 
followed by a series of discussion questions to be asked my sixth formers running the sessions. I hope 
this will promote more openess regarding mental health issues within my school and will help students 
empathise with those suffering from mental disorders in the process.  
 
I have also been working closely with Suffolk County Council regarding the future of Suffolk Assembly of 
Youth (SAY). We recently hosted a question time event in my High School, and so I met with the rest of 
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the SAY steering group to discuss what should be done about the actions that were pledged to be taken 
by decision makers at the end of the evening. We also discussed how to improve the format of the 
question time for the next event in Ipswich. We also discussed the prospect of arranging a youth event 
in Suffolk in which young people from groups such as DofE and NCS  (and independent young people) 
could find out more about the kind of volunteering that is available in Suffolk, by having representatives 
from charities and community organisations come to the event. We would also want to give young 
people who do volunteer a chance to be rewarded for their efforts by showcasing their efforts.  
 
Finally, I also met with David Ellesmere, the head of Ipswich Borough Council (IBC) who informed my 
why IBC is a living wage employer and contractor.  Mr Ellesmere also informed me of what the council is 
doing to encourage local businesses and other councils to becoming living wage certified, he highly 
recommended that we take a sector by sector approach, by using companies within certain sectors as 
examples to encourage others within the same sector to make the switch. The meeting was highly 
informative and gave me a few ideas about how UKYP could make the most out of this campaign. 
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London  
Brent 
 
Maansi Luhar, 16, Member of Brent Youth Parliament  
 
Youth Services are known to inspire and allow young people to meet new people in addition to gain new 
skills. We would never consider abolishing these services, would we?    Brent Council are facing dire cuts 
in their budget and have proposed the possibility of scrapping services such as these, which would 
include Youth Centres and projects such as Brent Youth Parliament. Members of Brent Youth Parliament 
have decided to take a stand against any possibility of this and have been busy writing letters to their 
local MPs and/or Councillors as well as starting a petition. We so far have 111 online signatures and 
would greatly appreciate any more. You can sign online if you live or go to school in Brent, regardless of 
age. Find the petition by looking on the @BrentYouthParliament twitter account or by searching for 
Save Our Youth Service ePetition on the Brent website.   

 
We appreciate any support! 

 
Hamza King, 16, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Representing young people across the borough sometimes requires physical action.    The Brent Youth 
Parliament has been preparing a presentation for local councillors to urge them not to cut our youth 
services.    We have been prepared a speech and power point presentation highlighting the issues that 
would be posed if youth services are completely cut in our borough. Along with this we are highlighting 
the positive outcomes that have come from youth services to ensure that young people in our borough 
are given the support and funding they deserve! 

 
 

Camden  

 
Hannah Morris, 15, Member of Youth Parliament 

 
Brilliant meeting today on the day of action with Theo Blackwell a camden councillor. We had a lengthy 
discussion on Camden's stance in the campaign and he progress that can be made. Camden's council are 
already 93% living wage contractors and by 2016 will be 100%. I personally will now get in contact with 
the business board and email the 16000 private businesses in Camden with a video to persuade them 
why they too should support this campaign!  
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Harrow  

 
Zak Wagman, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 

This month, I visited my local MP, Bob Blackman MP for 
Harrow East, to discuss the new UKYP campaign, Raise 
the Wage. I went with the DMYP for Harrow on a Friday 
morning, and we had a productive and positive meeting.     
This month, we also were lucky enough to met Mr 
Blackman again in Parliament. We joined him in the 
Grand Committee Room for an interactive Q&A and talk 
on the life of an MP before being shown around the 
Houses of Parliament, including the House of Commons 
and the House of Lords. It was a fantastic experience for 
the members of the Harrow Youth Parliament, and we 
had a great time.  

 
Islington 

 
Hiba Warsame, 17, Young Mayor  
 
Under pressure?   It is estimated that one in four people experience mental health issues at some point 
in their lives.   Exams, relationships, family problems – there are a lot of things that can cause stress and 
anxiety for young people. So when we in the youth council chose our priorities earlier this year, we were 
keen to include health and wellbeing. We know from experience that a lot of young people have these 
stresses and pressures in everyday life, and we want to make sure that they can access help and advice 
when they need it.   To help us find out what services are available to young people, we recently 
attended the Islington Children and Young People Health Strategy meeting. We facilitated a workshop to 
help find out what young people think of the health services in Islington, and what could be improved. 
We’ve shared these findings with Islington’s Public Health team and we hope to help them use this 
information to write a new health strategy.  There is a lot of help and advice on izzy-info.com – the 
website specifically for young people in Islington. So if you’re stressed or worried about yourself or 
someone else, please go online and seek some help, or visit your GP. If you’re nervous about going to 
your doctor, check out www.docready.org which is a great website to help young people feel more 
confident about going to their GP about a mental health issue.   If you want to know where to look for 
help in your local area, go to www.findgetgive.com.  You can also go to moodbug.me and find out about 
a really cool app for iphones. A few of the youth councillors have this app and it really helps if you’re not 
having the best of days.  Islington Young Mayor Hiba Warsame    
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North East 
 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
 
Neil Kotre, 15, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
The chamber in which England’s first Parliament was held is a tightly packed, high ceilinged affair, voices 
reverberating from one corner to the next. And so it strikes me that Simon de Montford, the chap who 
was responsible for setting up this first self-governing assembly of Knights and Burgesses from across 
the land, must have had to put on his best Brian Blessed impression in desperate attempt to make 
himself heard over the clamour as democracy was first released into our sceptred isle 750 years ago.    
Such was the thought that struck me mid-bagel on the three hour train journey from King’s Cross to 
Newcastle Central, while my Northumbrian counterpart Annabelle Cooper and I debated some of the 
most pressing issues of the day - the protection of local authority services in the face of challenging 
spending cutbacks, televised debates for the upcoming General Election, and the pros and cons of 
inviting Kermit the Frog to six-strong dinner. The spark of inspiration which initiated this stimulating 
symposium materialised from our reason for making the journey to London in the first place: the 
aforementioned anniversary, and the 800th year since the signing of the Magna Carta, called for a 
commemoration, and two aspiring politicians from the North East were required to tip the balance in 
favour of representing all ages and regions.    This spirit of equality wouldn’t have pervaded Montford’s 
Parliament, I imagine, for the term ‘democratic’ should be interpreted really rather loosely here. Those 
few that were represented were there only to represent themselves, with very little consideration for 
those that propped up their perfectly formed isosceles trapezium near the top of a rigid feudal 
hierarchy. Nevertheless, this was Genesis: the first of its kind in the country, the inaugural baton-holder 
in a string which has wound its way down to the present day. And it’s fantastic to be one of the throng 
of young people who’ll have the duty to form the next link in that wonderful chain. 

 
I've been announced as a runner-up for the Lord Glenamara Memorial Prize and will be meeting the 
Education Secretary on the 5th of February upon this charge.    I've attended an excellent Café Culture 
meeting in Newcastle on the relationship between young people and citizenship. 

 
I've attended an excellent Café Culture meeting on the relationship between young people and 
Citizenship.    My work in youth democracy has led me to be announced as a runner-up for the Lord 
Glenamara Memorial Prize. I'll be meeting the Education Secretary at UCL on the 5th of February upon 
this charge. 
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North Tyneside  

 
Allen Oghene, 15, Young Mayor  
 
This month I have met with the elected Mayor Norma Redfern and her cabinet to tell her all that I have 
done since the last time we met and The youth council and I are planning a film for the North east to 
promote pop card and also let more people know about it and we've asked people to send in selfies 
with their pop card to be included in te video and they are also entered in a prize draw. 
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North West 
Bolton  
 
Gulwali Passarlay, Youth Representative  
 
During the festival break, I was actually busy preparing for my exams and researching essays like many 
of my peers.  
 

However, I have remain engaged since the 
new year with youth representation. On the 
5th of January I was invited to the Labour 
Party Leader's major speech where the Rt 
Hon Ed Milliband MP launched the party 
campaign for the May general election. I 
was able to meet and talk to many people 
and activists and as well as to shared my 
thought with some shadow cabinet 
ministers, whom very keen to listen.  
I was also lucky to have asked the first 
question from Mr Miliand regarding the 
party foreign policy; it was a good start to 
the year.  

 
I have been meeting people at UoM 
Student Union to get support and help with the event we are organising as part of ParliaMentors which 
is a political leadership programme run by 3FF. It will take place in March and it's about religious 
stereotypes and we are calling it 'celebrating religious diversity'.  
 
After exams and a few meetings at Uni, I was honour to be invited to a Channel 4 interview with Jon 
Snow on the 15th of January, which was wonderful to meet the journalist I admire the most, and it was 
to discuss immigration to Europe.  
The next day I was debating youth Involvements and participation in politics on AfghanVoiceRadio.  
 
I attended a day meeting with NCVYS - YMB of which i am member to plan future events and reflect on 
the last year's achievements as management broad. 
 
On Friday the 23rd of January, I attended the Patient Information Forum (PiF) event on Creating 
Information for Children and Young People in the NHS.  
It was privilege to participate on behalf of NHSYF and honour to have co-chair the morning session with 
Kath Evans, Head of Patient Experience and so much other much other responsibilities, she is also 
working closing with our NHSYF.  
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The event was kick off with an welcome from PiF and myself, another young and Kath presented the 
first presentation of the day on: the rights of children and young people to fully participate in health and 
care, and the role of high quality information and communication on enabling this.  
 
I spoke about the NHS Youth Form, how, why we exist and what we do and who we are trying to 
influence and where we are heading. The session was to provide an opportunity for shared learning, 
new ideas and inspiration to accelerate progress for and with children, young people and their families 
in communication and health literacy.  
 

Our presentation was well received by the health professionals in 
the room.  
Other presentations include: children and young people right to 
health information, digital badging to encourage young people have 
a voice and those making changing could be recognised and 
awarded and engaging children and families.  
 
The above session was delivered by experts from different 
organisation and in the afternoon we had more details workshops 
on things like; young people leading behaviour change and co-
creating information with children and young people. The day was 
full of positive and passionate people who were al willing to 
empower young people in the NHS. I enjoyed the event and thought 
it was productive.  
 

Finally I went to the children commission on poverty weekend residential with TCS.  
The CCP have been working hard in the last year or so to achieve positive changes for children in 
poverty. We have achieved a great deal including a report into the cost of schooling, which we launch 
end of last year in parliament and was well received. But meet to plan what next and how we could 
further influence policy and decision makers. It was great to catch up with fellow commissioners and 
have a fun weekend at Warrington Peace Centre. Last week of the month university officially starts 
again, and I will be attending APPG on Youth Affairs, and debate in Oxford Union on immigration with 
Head to Head show.  
 
Thank you to the BYC staff for their supportiveness which enable us to work together on important 
issues and challenges.  2014 has been a successful year and let's make 2015 even more productive and 
achieving for youth voice. We can and we will make a difference for our future.  
 

Cheshire West  
 
Ciarán O'Shea, 18, Procedures Group Representative 
 
Over the last year MYPs across the North West have been working tirelessly on UKYP campaigns - last 
year Votes at 16 and a Curriculum for Life, and now Raise the Wage and Mental Health. It has been 
amazing to see how motivated each and every one has been and continues to be right into their final 
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few days in their posts. Even recently, some have managed to secure meetings with decision makers to 
talk about implementing a Living Wage for all employees and contracted workers, a topic which most 
adults would find incredibly daunting to talk about. Even though this month marks the end of my term 
of office, I am very confident that the North West will continue to thrive as they have done for so long, 
and I believe that this is 100% down to the efforts of the MYPs and the support workers behind the 
scenes! 

 

Cumbria  
 
Will Adams, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament & Youth Councillor 
 
Cumbria goes all UKYP! 
 
In December 2014, Cumbria held the first-ever UK Youth Parliament elections in the county’s history so 
that our young people are represented on a national level. This is the most exciting development since 
the formation of the first youth council back in 2010, and for the young people who put the funding bid 
together a massive achievement and success story. With 3 MYPs and 3 DMYPs, the newly-elected 
members are eagerly looking forward to making real change for young people in Cumbria, the North 
West and now the UK. We can’t wait to show the rest of the country our plans and work alongside the 
UKYP on their campaigns for the year. 

 

Liverpool  

 
Member of Youth Parliament 

 
On Thursday 22nd January, 60 MYPs attended the 750th Anniversary of Parliament event in 
Westminster Abbey.     It was amazing to be recognised as a Member of the Youth Parliament among 
Lords and MPs. The celebrations included speeches from both Speakers of the House of Commons and 
House of Lords, and an evensong in the main Abbey.    A wonderful day! 

 
Wigan 

 
Grace Thompson, 18, Youth Councillor  

 
Wigan Youth Cabinet – Positive Story    A new year and a fresh start for Wigan Youth Cabinet! This year 
we have resumed with a group that is stronger than it has ever been before, with about 14 members! 
This is really positive for us, especially as we now have a wider spread of young people from across 
different areas of Wigan, such as Leigh, Ashton, etc and from different youth action groups within Wigan 
such as Leigh Youth Voice, The Meadows Youth Group and others. The reason why this is so important 
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to us is that we at Wigan Youth Cabinet do not want to be a mere “tick-box” exercise. We want to be a 
group that matters…that listens to young people from across Wigan and puts their voices into action. 
That is the essence of democracy.    Speaking of democracy, today (as I write) it is Democracy Day. 
Yesterday was Martin Luther King Day. Why am I mentioning this? Well, I believe it is important that we 
reflect why exactly we are focusing on these two issues and remembering them. What both democracy 
and Martin Luther King have in common is one word: freedom…freedom to vote, freedom to speak, 
freedom to be able to sit down on a bus and not be moved because you’re black. And, if you think about 
it, freedom is what we, as youth groups are about, too. We want the voice of the young people to be 
free to speak, without fear of being judged or patronised or not listened to, freedom to have opinions 
and respect each others’ views.    We plan this year to do several things, including concentrating on the 
campaigns of our MYPs: Alice and Neomi and our DMYPs: Rory and Leighton. In short, they are about 
Mental Health, Self-Image, Curriculum for Life and Community. Clearly there will be a lot more detail 
about these campaigns coming out throughout the year and will be mentioned in future positive stories. 
We will also try to host a Question Time event close to the General Election in May which will aim to 
educate young people about politics and give them a chance to ask questions to real politicians.     
Anyway, I hope this encourages anyone who is reading and we at Wigan Youth Cabinet wish you all the 
very best in the months ahead in 2015! To finish, I’ll end with a quote by Martin Luther King:     “Human 
progress is neither automatic nor inevitable... Every step toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, 
suffering, and struggle; the tireless exertions and passionate concern of dedicated individuals.”   
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South East  
East Sussex 
 
Robin Holmes, 16, Member of East Sussex Youth Cabinet 
 
Six Cabinet members attended the Sussex Voice Youth Forum Conference at Sussex University, hosted 
entirely by young people, to widen participation.  Different youth forums and groups from across East 
and West Sussex and Brighton and Hove were present and a number of consultations were held from 
starting up a youth forum to mental health, to creating a Sussex Voice Constitution.  All triggered some 
valuable sharing of ideas and views.  
The transport session with the director of Brighton and Hove Buses, saw cabinet members speak about 
the East Sussex transport campaign and the 3i-D card. We discussed the difficulties in trying to change 
policy and making an impact.  The afternoon saw an inspirational speech and Q&A session with Green 
MP for Brighton Pavilion, Caroline Lucas. 
 
Also this month East Sussex is looking to develop a new website for young people to replace the current 
Connexons360 website.  Another member and I have been involved in the tendering process, looking 
and advising decision-makers on the pros and cons of what design companies have to offer from a youth 
perspective.  A few of us are now on the design panel to directly influence the look, accessibility and 
usability with the chosen designers. 
 
Finally at the recent Children and Young People’s Trust Executive Group meeting, where cabinet has 3 
seats, part of the agenda focused on mental health and the importance of a healthy start in education 
for children.  The Sussex Partnership Foundation Trust had produced a booklet for young people and we 
gave advice around how the booklet could be used and where it could be placed. 
 

Isle of Wight 
 
Will Matthews, 16, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
I met with the new Leader of the Isle of Wight Council, who was 
elected last week. He's also the Executive Member for Children's 
Services and he wanted to know my views on engaging young people 
in the Schools Consultation.    I also had a reply from the Education 
Secretary, who has invited me to meet one of her Ministers in London!    
I've been meeting with as many IW Councillors as I can, and I think I'm 
up to about 18 out of 40 now - just seeing what they think about 
young people, and what their views are about UKYP and our 
campaigns! 

 

http://www.connexions360.org.uk/3id/index.aspx
http://www.connexions360.org.uk/
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Kent  

 
Angel  Layer, 17, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
Happy New Year!    This month I have been busy pushing my MPs and Council Leaders to meet up for 
Raise the Wage! I managed to get a phone call meeting with my MP in on the 16th Janurary where he 
said that there are 'pros and cons' to the living wage and that although he pays his employees the living 
wage, he understands the benefits and drawbacks. So that was interesting.     As well as that, I also 
appeared on Sky News talking about the lack of young people registering to vote. So if you haven't and 
you're 16 and above get registered!    It's been a relatively quite month apart from that, but not too long 
till the new PG/MYP term starts!     

 
West Sussex 

 
Kelly Balmer, Member of Youth Parliament 
  

On Thursday 22nd January 2015, 59 Members of UK 
Youth Parliament (MYPs), Members of the House of 
Lords and Members of Parliament gathered in the 
Chapter House of Westminster Abbey to celebrate the 
750th anniversary of Montfort’s Parliament of 1265.        
To start with MYPs all met at Portcullis House where 
we all met up said hello to the people the we haven’t 
seen since the Annual Sitting in July. We were then 
briefed about the day ahead and what would be going 
on.     We then headed across the Chapter House in 
Westminster Abbey where we met and got speaking to 
MPs and Lords. I was lucky enough to have a 
discussion with Mr.Speaker, John Bercow, in which we 
spoke about what it is like to be in UK Youth 
Parliament, the work I have been doing and who our 
local MP’s were.        We were then given a welcome 

speech from the RT Rev Dr John Hall, Dean of Westminster and the Professor David Carpenter Explained 
why the Chapter House was so important.  We then had a few professional photographs taken and 
headed down to the Museum where tea and scones were served. Interesting speeches from the Lord 
Speaker and Mr.Speaker were given.      After these speeches were given, we then headed into 
Westminster Abbey were we attended the Evensong service which was a very impressive.        Overall 
the day was amazing and a pretty surreal experience. I am completely honoured to attend such an 
event.    
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South West  

Cornwall  
 
Member of Youth Parliament  
 
After Christmas, January can sometimes be a slightly dreary month, so it is crucial to keep busy. Just 
recently this month, BBC South West came into my school to do a short interview with me regarding 
how I think young people are engaged in politcs, and how MP's could make politics more interesting for 
some young people who may initially think that politics is dull and boring. As we know, young people are 
the least likely to vote in the general election, and this needs to change. To do this, MP's need to use 
social media in an accessible way - so young people can find out more about specific policies. It is wrong 
to say that young people don't care about topical issues, as although at first, when faced with the 
question 'are you interested in politics?' many would say no, when you ask young people about specific 
issues, almost always they have a passionate opinion on the subject. So this idea that young people are 
not interested in politics is one we must change - young people do care and it is sad that sometimes 
their passion is not able to be heard. 

 

Dorset  

 
Cerys Pumphrey, 17, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament  
 
This month I have managed to make some more progress on my Fixers campaign,  Helen and Me, 
focusing on stopping the stigma and ignorance of mental health, as me and the workers are organising a 
video we can film and distribute, possibly around schools and other youth orientated areas. This video 
shows how  a group of friends go to a greasy spoon café, focusing in turn on each ones thought 
processes, of how the mental health issues of these different friends really affect them. I have also 
decided to take my campaign for mental health further and I have decided to stand for a second time for 
Member Of Youth Parliament for Dorset, with the campaign point to campaign to stop the ignorance 
and stereotypes of mental health. To prepare for the election, I have been giving assemblies, and 
speeches to young people, as well as contacting other schools to reach out to more young people. In 
addition, with the help of a friend I have managed to create a memorable campaign poster which I hope 
to distribute on Monday 26th January.    Thank you for taking the time to read this.   

 
James Jones, 14, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
On Saturday 24th January, me and a few other Myp's of Dorset arranged and attended a meeting 
regarding one of the new National Campaigns for this year. The 'Raise the Wage' Campaign, one of the 
goals hoped to be achieved is that Myp's arrange a meeting with some local councillors, there which we 
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will exchange information and views about the Minimum Wage and our campaign goals. Me and the 
Myp's prepared some in-depth presentations for the councillors and got some great feedback. 

 
Lucy Armstrong, 16, Youth Councillor 
 
Hello!!!! I've had a crazy start to the year, and I can't wait to see what's in store for the next few months. 
Last week I went and met with Clive Stafford-Smith, Pauline Pearse and Robert Golden along with Ros 
Kayes who is standing for MP in the next local election to discuss the future of politics. We looked at 
how a political revolution may be on the cards and young people need to be involed.   Along with that I 
also attended Dorset Youth Council at the start of the month where we discussed funding for local 
projects and also our fixers project.   I'm really excited for the next month because I am standing for 
election with UKYP, good luck to everybody else standing!!!   

 
Sarah Trott, 12, Youth Councillor & Member of Youth Parliament Candidate 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! This month has been really busy and I can already tell that 2015 is going to be an 
amazing year! As I'm standing for election into the UK Youth Parliament in early February I've spent 
most of this month campaigning. I've been doing assemblies, handing out flyers, putting up posters and 
I've had a great response from young people on social media. I also attended the DYCE meeting and a 
Fixers meeting. 
 
At the start of the month I went to the DYCE a meeting where we (apart from eating a lot of pizza) 
discussed the funding applications that we reviewed last month and the max card project.    This 
Monday I was also pleased to attend a meeting about a fixers project that aims to break down the 
barriers between young people and bus drivers. We want to create an education pack, aimed at year 7 
students who are likely to be using public transport for the first time. We are having a meeting soon to 
discuss the final product very soon.   
 
Wiltshire   

 
Chloe Lintern, 16, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament & Youth Councillor  
 
This month I attended a Wiltshire Assembly Of Youth meeting where we did a number of things. We did 
updates about the various boards we had been to during the last few months. I updated upon the Local 
Youth Network managment board and the Wiltshire Assembly meeting I attended back in December.   
We then updated everyone about Convention 3 that we went to back in December as well as House of 
Commons and the progress that we have made on the campaign #RaiseTheWage.   WE then met Grace, 
a lady from Bite the ballot, to talk about the National voter regestration day that is taking part on the 
5th Feb and what WAY and UKYP reps would like during the slot that we have. We came up with many 
ways to engage young people with what we are doing and how they can get involved and it looks to be a 
promising event.   To end the night we looked at the next meeting- which will be with our new elected 
reps and what we want to do within that meeting to ensure that we all get off on the right foot and get 
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a lot of work done over the year and get on with each other.   Next month I will hopefully have meetings 
lined up for the campaign with my MP and leader of the council- just waiting for them to reply to my 
emails to arrange things!:)  

 
 
Courtney Pickering, 16, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This month I have been preparing for the up coming Young People elections that are being held to get 
the new members for Wiltshire Assembly of Youth and the new UKYP Deputies. I have been helping 
them arrange assemblies and talking to them about effective ways that they can campaign and get more 
votes.   This month I am also going to review a funding bid with a LYN Management group to see 
whether we agree with the funding bid being given out of not.     
 
This month was also when we had our national campaign day on the 24th where we met up with local 
MP's and counsellors. I met with my local MP John Glen to discuss Living Wage. 
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West Midlands 
Birmingham  
 
Alia, 17, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament  

 
On December 23rd 2014, Birmingham Rights and Participation hosted an 
event for children in care within the city. We welcomed around 150 looked 
after children with their carers and two of Santa's reindeers too! 
Throughout the day, we had social workers, independent reviewing 
officers, councillors and representatives from other organisations 
supporting this event. We held a questionnaire for children in care to find 
out how much pocket money they get and we also helped them complete 
a children's commissioner survey too. It was also a pleasure welcoming our 
Deputy Lord Mayor, Mike Leddy, to our event and everyone's support was 
appreciated! After all, it was worth seeing Lisa Carter - Head of Rights and 
Participation; dressed up as a Christmas Pudding! 

 
 
 

 
Ciara O’Donoghue, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 
 
On the 20th January we all met for our monthly meeting at the council house where we continued our 
work on the campaign of mental health. The meeting started off with a quick introduction from our 
youth worker Kathleen who introduced us to TESS which is the mental health service for children and 
adolescents in care in Birmingham. After the introduction we met with Steve Mannear who is head of 
TESS and he informed us as to what TESS did in regards to mental health but more importantly for the 
campaign he discussed the triggers of mental health with domestic abuse at the top of the list. He then 
answered questions mainly about the service in general and why it was different from CAMHS [the child 
and adolescent mental health service in Birmingham] and the referral process and then he told us the 
shocking fact that about 30% of referrals are dismissed immediately as there is not enough funding to 
deal with all mental health issues.  Since 2010 £50million was cut from mental health services which are 
clearly impacting Birmingham services. We then left Mr.Mannear with the hope of a future 
collaboration which will aid both TESS and Youth Parliaments campaign.  

 
Sam Holmes, 18, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
In January I went to Westminster Abbey (the site of De Montfort’s parliament) with members of the 
Houses of Lord and Commons, as part of the celebrations of 750 years of parliament. The occasion was 
enjoyable with not only the provision of tea and scones, but interesting talks by Professor David 
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Carpenter about De Montfort’s parliament, and John Bercow on the development of parliament since 
then.     Although I think anybody would struggle to claim De Montfort was some kind of Omni-
benevolent do-gooder, striving for democracy, the occasion was defiantly worth commemorating. It 
can’t be expected that a system of government will just pop-up; it is important to remember that 
parliament has evolved and is evolving (hopefully).     In John Bercow’s speech he noted many 
developments that have occurred over the years of government, from The 1918 Representation of the 
People act, which granted the vote to women, to the Race relations acts of the 1960s, which demanded 
equality of treatment (that is not to say civil society has ended, and only lasted 40 years, those are just 
two examples). But, as well as saying that we had “much of which to be proud” he also warned that 
“democracy is a fragile thing” and that we should work to protect it.    The day was very enlightening, 
and thought provoking, allowing time to appreciate what it is to have a system of government that is 
(relatively) accountable.   
 
This month Birmingham city council hosted its big conference on devolution ‘Highbury 4’. This was an 
invite only event for people from all three sectors. The aim of it was to set out how the citizens of 
Birmingham want the city to exist in the future, and how they want devolution to occur.     With over 
25% of Birmingham’s population under 18, it was important that there were some young people there 
to make it clear how it affected our lives, and that we were. Three members of the UK Youth Parliament 
from Birmingham, as well as the Youth Police and Crime commissioner went along.     The event was not 
exactly interesting for young people, but I suppose that is part of the UKYP role: representing young 
people where young people wouldn’t normally be heard. Despite the at times boring nature of the talk, 
it was a very much rewarding day. UKYP members raised how public transport and local services could 
be better coordinated in order to suit young people, as well as crucially encouraging the council to 
create more easy ways for young people to find out information and contribute to debates, raising social 
media as a suggested medium.    Devolution is going to change the UK, and particularly major cities like 
Birmingham if the ‘metro mayors’ plan goes ahead. It was vital that young people were considered in 
the planning process. Even if it wasn’t the most trilling day for the four of us who went, it was certainly 
worthwhile, and we hope to see some of our ideas influence the way Birmingham changes in the coming 
years, hopefully acuminating that under 18 25% of its population better. 
 

Sohail Basharat, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament  
 
Model United Nations/ EPQ 
 

Model United Nations is about young people 
becoming delegates of each of the countries part 
of United Nations, there are around 10 delegates 
to each country and within these teams there are 
different roles given to each delegate such as 
Security Council, political, ecology, disarmament 
etc. however I am within the Nigeria team and I 
am the delegate for disarmament which I have to 
research about within Nigeria as the objective is 
to create a resolution for the problems facing in 
each country. Moving on all delegates meet up at 
Joseph Chamberlin College as they host model 
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United Nations also college across UK will becoming as this is national.  
 
It is a very good idea to participate in Model United Nations as it builds up your self-esteem, social skills, 
and presentational skills and also will look great on your personal statement when applying for 
universities. However you can also do an EPQ which is an extended project qualification, this will give 
you a half an A-level and once again look good on your personal statement. I encourage all college 
students to get involved if your college is already involved or simply try and persuade your college to 
become part of Model United Nations.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Rani Iqbal, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
This positive story will include events that have been taken and my experience so far as a member of 
youth parliament, being a MYP is such a big privilege by taking on new experiences, fulfilling all my 
achievements with others, and importantly allowing all young people’s voices to be heard and meeting 
such supportive youth workers of Birmingham. The most inspirational part was the visit to the House of 
Commons, this inspired me to never give up my goal and keep on doing on what I do best debating and 
making sure Birmingham’s young people’s voices are heard, and something is done about it rapidly. 
In addition, there have been many events which have been taking place in UKYP Birmingham, that have 
been very enjoyable and interactive. As a school councillor for my academy I was lucky enough to be 
chosen to go to the House Of Commons for the second time, and I discussed my views and opinions 
upon several topics that were discussed, also chairing a few debates and letting myself to inspire others 
as me and another MYP Philip which is in Birmingham’s youth parliament were the only MYP’S there. 
Also meeting with Jon Bercow for the second time to, and meeting with councillors/lord mayors. This 
was inspiring. 
 
 I was also chosen to go on live SKY news, this was such an amazing time for me discussing the topic that 
is essential to me that young people in Birmingham raised and I will work up to my potential to achieve 
this, which was youth centres, talking about how this is an essential recommendation for young people 
as there could go to their local community centres/Authorities and be socially and emotionally active by 
meeting new people making new friends, which would stop crime and hazards that are occurring 
outdoors as young people do not know what to do in their free time, so this is a crucial topic to look 
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close on as community centres/Authorities need to build awareness, to prevent these negative issues to 
occur for young people in Birmingham. This is a strong view of mine that I will fight for until this occurs 
and all young people of Birmingham are sure that their voices are being heard and taken in to 
consideration. This was on T.V sky news and ITV and many others. It was an inspiration and everything I 
do is a really big privilege for me as a member of youth parliament for Birmingham. 
 
 

Dudley   

 
Kithursana Jeganathan, 15, Youth Councillor 

 
Hello, I am member of the Dudley Youth Council as well as being Deputy Head Girl of the High Arcal 
School, one of the recent projects that I have completed is a Leadership Project with a fellow pupil.  The 
aim of the project was to encourage pupils in year 7 to aspire to become a member of the senior crew.  
We succeeded in the proFject as more than 12 year 7 students applied to join the Junior School Council.  
My latest project is to raise £2,000 to buy stationary for poor pupils in Sri Lanka.  I am currently in the 
promoting stage of the project.      I am aiming to hold the stationary giving event in  April 2015. 

 
 
Maisy Neale, 13, Youth Councillor 
 
This month, on behalf of Dudley Youth Council, I sat on an interview panel; interviewing for a 
Connexions Personal Adviser (Basically a careers adviser if you're wondering), alongside two Connexions 
team managers, and Lisa from the Youth Service. A few of us at DYC had been to a day of interview 
training before and I had previously sat on another interview panel.  This time was different however – 
instead of interviewing for an evening,  we had 16 candidates and so were interviewing for two full 
days…ARGHHH  Each interview was about 45 minutes; however a lot of them seriously liked to 
talk…really liked to talk! They were asked to prepare a 10 min presentation about how they would tell 
the schools about their duty; and how they would prioritize activities for the year groups…or something 
like that (I have slept since:) ) The first interview I sat on was quite eventful – the laptop that was 
connected to the screen  ran out of battery and the clock fell off the table both at the same time; 
resulting in finding another laptop; but hey, ICT never works – in fact the computer also decided that it 
should put red crosses over random slides of a PowerPoint in another interview; we never worked out 
why.….After the presentation the candidates answered a series of questions. And finally they could ask 
us any questions; something one person took very seriously  and produced eleven questions on a sheet 
of paper out of his briefcase… he should become an interviewer aha  Finally after two days of 
interviewing, drinking cappuccinos,  trying to tame hair that had suffered a bicycle helmet, and reading 
application forms the size of war and peace we finally had to do the hardest part; scoring the interviews; 
this was a stressful business; marking each question against the criteria, and then deliberating what they 
deserved for their presentations. There was a very high standard set!!   However stressful we made sure 
we had a laugh and Mark did amazing light-hearted impressions of some of the interviews to his boss….  
Things I have learnt  • I have gained experience of being on an interview panel  • That no one should 
ever EVER put black and red writing on a lime green background  • To never trust ICT…..  • That 
cappuccinos actually taste nice….  • I probably should put something deep and meaningful in this list 
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rather than going on about cappuccinos but o well, for the people who know me this is what I’m like….    
So yeh that's what i've been doing... 

 
Manraj Sanghera, 17, Youth Councillor 
 
It’s clear that members of the Dudley Youth Council aren’t the only young people locally who make a 
difference on either a small or large scale.  To celebrate and promote the positive things young people 
do in our area, our Youth Council is currently in the process of  devising and organising our 11th Annual 
Dudley Youth Awards celebration night.  We are really pleased that this year the event for the first time 
is being sponsored by Aspire People. To have so many nominations for each award category not only 
made the short listing process for us tasking; but it demonstrated an absolute triumph by the youth 
locally.      From budgeting to presenting, the night is a combination of the Council’s and the 
community’s hard work and passion for making our area a better place.  I for one am honoured to 
contribute to the planning of the event. 

 
Walsall 
 
Jade Spruce-Powers, 15, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
We had been given Dear Santa poster to do , so what I did I copied the posters and I took them to the 
YOW youth of Walsall meeting that was in December and as a group we all took part in writing the Dear 
Santa’s and a lot of us even decided to have a picture taken.  Also , even though I was slightly late 
uploading the pictures I did uploading eventually load them. Better late than never.    Next thing that I 
have done is as my campaign is a Drug and Alcohol awareness .I made Christmas cards with the help of 
youth workers and fellow MYPs and even my mom at one point to make then successful. The whole card 
idea was as Christmas is known as a happy and joyous time it can still be a very sad , lonely , pressuring 
and confusing time. There is more alcohol around the house , making it for young people to get their 
hands on. Therefore there is more likely hood for family members to get drunk and young people can 
get their hands on it and abuse it.     So what we did was , we stuck in numbers of help line and people 
they can call if they need help or need someone to talk to .As a lot of youth clubs are closed as well as 
schools making young people less likely to ask for help. 

 
 

Wolverhampton  

 
Kashmire Hawker, 17, Member of Youth Parliament 
 
The last 3 months of 2014 were extremely busy along with the start of 2015-
this is what I’ve been up to over the last few months!!    
 
 Friday November 14th 2014 wasn’t any normal day for me, fellow 
Wolverhampton MYP Arnold Majecha, 283 other MYP’s, MSYP’s & 
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Representatives from Wales or UK’s Youth Democracy; it was a day never to be forgotten.     
 
 If any of you haven’t guessed by now, it was of course the day that UK Youth Parliament Reps took over 
the famous Green Benches in the Chamber of the House of Commons for the annual yearly debate 
which chose the 2015 Campaigns; all this following the record breaking Make Your Mark Ballot which 
got 876,488 11-18 Year Olds helping make the debate.     
 
And it was worth every second. The World War One Commemoration nearly brought tears to my eyes. 
The stories the guys gave about their regions reaffirmed the point of how shocking the conflict actually 
was & my pride that UKYP decided at Lancaster in July to hold this really came through. I would love to 
see this occur through the whole of the period of the 100th Anniversary.    As for the debates, they were 
invigorating; the views were straight to the point & the ways of trying to attract Mr Speaker were 
incredibly bizarre! I went as far as screaming “Mr Speaker!!” but great man Hazeem Arif’s clever letter 
to him piped me to the post. His speech however was certainly worth that letter, so was Simmie Jandu 
(MYP for Wakefield) quoting Drake…  
 
The remarks from the Minsters also really showed why we were allowed to become part of the history 
of the House of Commons. And once the debates were done, the tricky choice of voting occurred & if 
anyone doesn’t know the results from the 2 Ballots (The top 2 becoming the 2015 Campaigns) here they 
are:   

• Mental health services should be improved with our help: 167   
• Everyone should be paid at least the Living Wage: 156   
• Votes for 16 and 17 year olds in all public elections: 117   
• Better work experience and careers advice: 78   
• Bring back exam resits’ in English and Maths: 33        

 
I’m pretty pleased of the campaigns chosen (Even though I went with Votes @ 16 over Living Wage) and 
I could not be more proud of the fact I can say in later years, I attended the sitting that helped transform 
Mental Health Services forever. It’s brilliant that UKYP, the biggest & best Youth Organisation on the 
planet is at long last campaigning on such a big issue that is affecting all young people within the UK & 
this I believe is just the start of things changing.      
 
Mine & Arnold’s day wasn’t over after we departed the Chamber, as we were treated to a “Backstage” 
tour of Parliament; all organised by my wonderful Youth Worker Andrew Scragg with 2011 West 
Midlands Debate Lead & former MYP James Potts, who’s now a PA for Graham Allen; Chair of the 
Constitutional Reform Select Committee. Thanks to James’s pass, we managed to see the historic Green 
Benches again, pop into the House of Lords Chamber, his office for a chat on the Magna Carta & quite 
brilliantly, the underground Chapel Parliament has. It’s a sight that I’ll not forget seeing in a very long 
time.   All in all, it was a day me & Arnold can proudly say we were a part of and even though we didn’t 
get the chance to speak in the debates, we couldn’t have been more honoured to represent the City of 
Wolverhampton on the greatest day of our lives.      
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The House of Commons visit wasn’t my only 
venture to the capital. During Half Term (October 
26th-31st) I along with 98 other National Citizen 
Service (NCS) Graduates gathered at Dulwich 
College for NCS Leaders 2014-15. We were chosen 
from some 60,000 Graduates from the programmes 
in 2014. We visited places such as Sky Academy, 
Parliament, City Hall & 20 of us; (Including me!) 
were invited to Number 10!! I even managed to 
chase down Minster for Civil Society & MP for 
Reading East Rob Wilson about 100 Metres down a 
park during a mini social action project to say who I 
am! Special thanks to BYC CEO James Cathcart for 
attending our City Hall workshop on the League of 
Young Voters!         
 

Finally on December 6th came the 3rd and final Regional Convention of 2014 in Birmingham. Things 
included the UKYP Workshop on the #RaiseTheWage Campaign, having a Q&A with Film Director 
Baroness Kidron, an extremely vocal Government Consultation session on Engaging Young People into 
Youth Participation and at last having Make Your Mark local totals declared with the prize being a 
descent MYM Mug for getting over 1000 Ballots!     
 
And the Start of 2015 has been just the same!  The start of the new year has seen yet more things 
happen including a severe amount of discussions on the future of Youth Democracy within 
Wolverhampton, me taking part in a session on January 20th around Life Skills with NCS with what we 
said join into a report due to be released at the end of April & finally, as part of the UKYP Raise The 
Wage Campaign, I met on 23rd my local MP (Wolverhampton North East) Emma Reynolds, Shadow 
Minister for Housing & the Leader of Wolverhampton City Council, Cllr Roger Laurence.    What a 2014-
bring on the rest of Election Year!   
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Yorkshire and Humber 

Barnsley  
Chloe Briscoe, Barnsley Youth Councillor 
 
I had a great end to 2014, celebrations included the Barnsley Labour Party Christmas party with MP Dan 
Jarvis, the I know I Can Volunteers awards and the Youth Council Christmas party. Its nice to get 
recognition for the work we do. I look forward to getting involved in lots of exciting new projects in 
2015. 
 
 
Leah Sykes, Barnsley Youth Councillor 
 
I have only recently got involved in the Youth Council. I have really enjoyed my experience so far and 
this is why I have chosen to stand in the 2015 election. I am gaining confidence in talking in front of 
others and sharing my ideas. The residential really helped as I got to know the other members. 
 
Chloe Lindley, Barnsley Youth Councillor 
 
I recently got a job working with animals this is a big commitment for me as it is hard work and very 
tiring. But it is worth the extra work as it will count towards my exam results. 
 
 Kyle Peace, Barnsley Youth Councillor 
 
I am currently standing as a candidate in the 2015 Youth Council Election. I attended an information / 
preparation session where I had lots of fun and gained a lot of new information. I wrote my campaign 
speech and I am looking forward to the elections. 
 
Rebecca Prigmore, Barnsley Youth Councillor 
 
I recently received an I know I Can award for the amount of volunteer hours I have completed. I was 
really happy and lucky to receive this. 
 
Lydia Harrison, Barnsley Youth Councillor 
 
I am part of a basketball team called ‘Hatfield Filers’ we made it to the National Basketball semi finals 
against Southend. However we didn’t win but we did have a great time and gained lots from the 
experience. We hope to get to the final next season.  
 
Tom Collings, Barnsley Youth Councillor 
 
My Drama Club Razzmatazz recently finished the production of Hairspray, this was a great success with 
one of the best turnouts in the clubs 10 year history. 
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Jasmine Meynell, Barnsley Youth Councillor 
 
I am really proud of myself for achieving an A grade in my Engineering Mock exam. I expected a C so this 
really boosted my confidence in the subject. 
 
 
Ruby James, Barnsley Youth Councillor 
 
I have recently got involved in the Youth Council. This experience has helped to build my confidence and 
make me more aware of what is happening in my community. Everyone has been very friendly. As well 
as Youth Council I also help 3-6year olds with dancing. This helps build their skills and confidence. 

 
 
Doncaster  
 
Emma Spencer, Youth Councillor 
 
Today (27/01/15) I was invited to attend the Holocaust Memorial Day in Doncaster, this year’s 
theme is “Keeping the memory alive”.  The Youth Council usually supports at this event and 
often they would do a reading, this year I wanted to do something different.  I asked my music 
teacher to help and together we adapted a song for the event. The song is called “Song of the 
Exile”, I was honoured to sing and my music teacher was also honoured to accompany me on 
the Piano. The chorus of the song mentions “they cut down our families like leaves from a tree” 
and my music teacher brought along two leaves from a tree that he collected three years ago 
when he visited Auschwitz (very poignant).     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We performed in front of lots of different people, 
including school pupils, the Deputy Mayor, a lady who’s 
husband was lucky enough to escape to England two days 
before war was declared in 1939, a Pastor, a military 
person amongst others. It was a very moving and 
inspirational event and I was more than happy to be 
involved, it is so important that children and young 
people remember and learn from past atrocities and that 
they speak out for freedom and put a stop to injustices.  
This picture is the memorial stone outside the museum 
and where we laid a wreath followed by a two minute 
silence.  We must keep their stories and experiences 
alive, we must remember and we must never forget! 
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Robyn Wainwright, Youth Councillor  
 
On the 16th January, I went to Armthorpe Southfield Primary School along with MP Rosie Winterton as a 
part of her Democracy work. As a part of this work Rosie goes into schools to give talks about her role as 
an MP and what she does. I was invited to go along in my role as a youth councillor and to help inspire 
young people to take part. 

  
 

 
I have given many talks to many people but I was really inspired and I admired the children as they had 
amazing aspirations. We are hoping to be in contact again with the School for another Youth Councillor 
to go in and help to fuel these aspirations and help them on their amazing journey. Rosie was an 
incredible inspiration to me and the school children particularly about the importance of voting and 
especially women getting the vote. When you begin to truly understand the reality of democracy; which 
is to listen and have your say to make a difference. Overall it was an amazing and inspirational day! 
 
 

Charlie Lavemai-Goldsbrough, Youth Councillor  
 
As Chair of the Doncaster Youth Council, I would like to take this opportunity to write in to the 
Positive Stories magazine to welcome the four new members that we have co-opted on to the 
Youth Council in the New Year. 
 
One is a representative of the Barnardo’s Young Carers service, which demonstrates our 
commitment to representing the children who demonstrate immense levels of selflessness 
throughout their daily lives. Secondly, we have two new members from the Music Hub group 
who represent the young people active in music and the arts in Doncaster. 
They will be a great asset to us as a Youth Council as they can provide the opinions of artistic 
individuals at a time where funding to the arts is slim, allowing us to spread the word to other 
boards involving hobbies and interests, not necessarily lifestyles like we have developed in the 
past. Finally, I would like to welcome our final member who represents the charity SAFE@LAST, 
who are a charity which helps children and young people who are at risk of running away from 
home. For those at risk of running away, childhood can be an incredibly difficult time, therefore 

Once we were introduced we gave a brief 
explanation about what we both do and then the 
children had the chance to ask us questions. One 
question included what we wanted to change in 
the future and Rosie said she would like to 
change the amount of people who aspire to go 
to university. We were truly pleased to hear 
from the children that they wished to go to 
university and some of the jobs they were 
interested in included, artist, doctor and even a 
solicitor. 
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it is important for the Youth Council to be able to listen to their needs and allow these 
individuals to feel like they can make a change to their surroundings. 
I would like to wish all four of the new candidates the best of luck with us at the Doncaster 
Youth Council and I feel that their presence at meetings and in decision making will be of great 
use to both us and them. We are a strategic force and to have links with two new groups of 
young people can only strengthen our position in the Local Authority  
 

 
Leeds 
 
Amy Eckworth-Jones, Leeds Children’s Mayor 
 
Well where to start, December was an eventful month for me as Leeds Children’s Mayor. The first 
fantastic event that I was invited to take part in was the switch on of the Christmas lights in my home 
town of Garforth. I may have already told you about this but it was such an exciting evening, I was asked 
if I would hand out the awards for the best dressed window (a competition I have seen every year but 
never been a part of). Basically each year there is some friendly rivalry between shops to see who can 
make their window the most Christmassy and festive. I presented the awards for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place; I 
was so honoured to be asked to hand the awards out. The winners this year were Technicolour hair and 
beauty. After the awards had been given out the plunger was brought to the front of the stage and I was 
asked if I would like to switch the lights on, I was only supposed to be giving out the awards but actually 
ended up turning the lights on, totally awesome. 
 
The following weekend was a slightly calmer affair, I was asked to help judge a colouring competition at 
the civic hall with the Lord mayor and lady Mayoress, it was a really lovely festive day. The competition 
was open to families who are less fortunate that others and who sometimes need assistance .The 
competition was to design a poster for a holiday camp called Silverdale. This is an adventure holiday 
near the seaside for children who otherwise would not have a holiday. The amazing drawings that the 
children’s who went to Silverdale drew during their stay were very hard to judge because they were all 
so imaginative and individual. Eventually we picked the drawings that appealed to us the most. I am 
looking forward to spending a day at Silverdale myself in the summer holidays it looks ace! 
 
My finally duty for December was to take part in a chocolate workshop; I know it’s a tough job but 
somebody has to do it! During this event I got the chance to make my very own chocolate, as well as 
creating our own chocolate we found out exactly how chocolate was made and where it came from. We 
were each given a very small piece of cocoa bean to try, I was very excited but sadly to me it tasted 
horrible! I am so glad that chocolate does not taste like this all the time. We were allowed to add 
whatever we wanted to our chocolate (within reason). I added marshmallows and rice crispies to mine. 
Once we had finished covering ourselves in chocolate we were allowed to take our creations home but 
not until we had thought of a great name. I named mine Jazzy Jingle Bells. Santa (the chocolatier) loved 
my name, this was such a fun event I wish I could do it all again, the chocolates were divine. 
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As an added bonus on the way back through the market the Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress and me got to 
me and great some beautiful reindeers, one was a little reluctant but he soon played along. A fantastic 
end to an amazing day. 
 
 
 

Jude Mason, Leeds Youth Council Member 
 
This week I attended a school senior leadership conference in which we discussed what the plans were 
in the teacher to student communications where we proposed a new scheme where we would assign a 
school junior slt much alike the student council but as a link between teachers and pupils. 
 

Isaac Grinnell, Exec Member Leeds Youth Council  
 
Recently I have been apart of the Cfl awards planning group. This week the scriptwriter came in and 
spent her time listening to our thoughts about what we wanted to include on the evening of the 29th 
January. The event looks like it is going to be great. 
 

Tommy Schofield, Exec Member Leeds Youth Council 
 
This month I've run for year leader at school so as to continue LYC work locally. Running for year leader 
consists of going up as an unknown candidate and speaking through a voice emulator and trying to 
persuade voters to vote for me 
 

Poppy Rowe, Leeds Youth Council Member 
 
At the January Leeds Youth Council meet we watched a short video about the budget cuts that Leeds 
City Council are facing, we then took part in a consultation about how we think the money should be 
spent within the local authority.  
 

Josie Lee, Treasurer Leeds Youth Council  
 
In school I am on the Leadership Group and I am working with a teacher to review homework and 
teaching in my school and looking at how we can improve them.  
 

Ansa Ahmad, Leeds Youth Council Member 
 
I have recently raised awareness about the charity organisation RNIB (Royal National Institute for Blink 
people) at my college social justice club. Many young people, including myself, have been inspired to 
take part in helping visually impaired people through this organisation.  
 

Zara Arshad, Leeds Youth Council Member 
 
I have been promoting the Leeds Youth Council at my college through speaking to young people about 
the work we do. I was supervised how many people did not know about the work we do and I was glad 
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to inform them. Many were interested in what I do with the Leeds Youth Council and have asked me 
numerous questions since, which I have been more than happy to answer.  
 

Miriam Razzaque, Leeds Youth Council Member 
 
At the January Leeds Youth Council meeting we took part in an activity where we worked in groups to 
discuss the cuts in Leeds and had to pretend to make our own cuts to show how hard it was to make the 
decisions. We were given the task of making £16 million of cuts to five different services. I found this 
very hard as it was difficult to take the money away from any of the services as they are all equally as 
important.  
 

Nadia Saeed, Vice Chair Leeds Youth Council  
 
This month I won the LYC Star Chart award, which is given to members who have been active in many 
ways since the last meeting. I was really surprised to get it but it is great to get recognised for the work 
you do.  
 

Francis Edwards, Leeds Youth Council Member 
 
AT the end of December I did a radio interview for BBC Radio Leeds about the voluntary work I do, why I 
volunteer and how I got involved in volunteering. I also spoke about the great work the Donkey 
Sanctuary do and how it has helped me and other children and young people with disabilities. I was also 
asked about the two Diana Awards that I have been awarded.  
 

Ben Harper, Leeds Youth Council Member 
 
This last month I have been focussing on sharing the work of the Leeds Youth Council by encouraging my 
friends to like their facebook page, I have also been actively sharing the posts by the Leeds Youth 
Council to ensure their work is promoted.  
 
At the January LYC meeting I was involved in a budget consultation considering how much money Leeds 
City Council need to save for the next two years. This was really challenging.  
 

Amy Kitchingman, Leeds Youth Council Member 
 
Today I attended the first Leeds Youth Council meeting on f the new year. We learnt about how 
budgeting is organised in Leeds City Council and the difficult decisions that are made by those in power.  
 

Polly Foster, PR Officer Leeds Youth Council  
 
It’s now just under three weeks until the Child Friendly Leeds Awards at the City Varieties. As part of the 
planning group we have been working hard on script writing, deciding on decorations and figuring out 
technical requirements for our amazing acts which will perform on the night. The final decision s have 
almost been made and everyone is getting excited now! 
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Josh Nasey, Exec Member Leeds Youth Council  
 
This month at school we are leading a campaign for cleaner schools so that we can save money on 
cleaning and replaing and spend it on more important educational things. I hosted an assembly to 
promote the campaign and put posters up around the school.  
 
 

Szymon Podgorski, Leeds Youth Council Member 
 
This week we had our first student leadership group (SLG) meeting. The SLG is made up of one leader 
and one deputy leader from each year group. I am the year leader for year 10.  
 
Following on from the training session we took part in during November we came back together as a 
group to discuss the ideas and suggestions. We found our suggestions were similar across all year 
groups. The meeting was successful and we made a plan for what we will work on for the next few 
meetings. In the coming weeks we will need to feedback to the form reps so they can inform their forms 
of what is going on and what we are doing. This system ensures that all students can be listened to and 
they are kept up to date. We also received our leader / deputy year leader badges.  

 
North East Lincolnshire  
 
Youth Councillor  
 
I am running for the role of deputy member of youth parliament, because of this I have been 
campaigning with my team mate by making a short video of who we are and what we are campaigning 
for  to show in schools and we have also had interviews with The Grimsby Telegraph in order to show a 
wider range of people in the local area why we think they should vote for us. I have been going to youth 
council meetings with Pippa and other youth councillors in which we discuss issues in the local area and 
she also helps us with what we can do to help us campaign. 

 
I have taken part in the BYC convention, which was help in Wakefield, were I got the chance to debate 
with other young councillors about topics which could potentially be issues in the future and also find 
out what young councillors are doing to help the community in their local area. 

 
 

North Yorkshire 

 
Member of Youth Parliament 
 
This month i have received a reply from my MP in regards to the "Raise the wage campaign", in this 
email he told me that he already supports living wage employers.  I have also been talking to my 
headteacher in regards to running a workshop, within school teaching people how to vote, informing 



37 
 

them on matters such as the electoral register and spoiled ballots. The idea of a workshop came after 
re-looking at the MYM ballots that are still in my locker at school. Many of them were filled in with ticks 
that went outside the box, this is fine with the make your mark campaign, however in elections many of 
these ballots would be spoiled.  During a North Yorkshire youth council meeting, we have also started 
work on a questionnaire to go around all the schools in the county, asking them about their experience 
with work experience if they've had any, what was it like, did they find it useful etc. North Yorkshire 
youth council is concentrating on a work experience orientated campaign because in our county's' MYM 
results it came out on top. 
 

Wakefield  

 
Maia Elise Parkin, 13, Youth Councillor  
 
After a long-earned break we are back to work.  At our first meeting we discussed the anti-bullying 
charter mark.  We now have an event booked and we are arranging who will be coming to it.  The 
following week, we had our fair share of biscuits and we talked about who is going to replace Simmie in 
the steering group.  We have not come to a final decision about it yet.  Our anti-bullying charter mark 
date is Wednesday 18th March 2015 at Carlton High School. 

 
 
Morgan Lois Binnersley, 14, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 

 
We are planning a health watch event which will take place in February and also the main event for 
Morgan (me) And Alex is the anti bullying charter Mark launch event in March with all the high schools 
in wakefield we are launching the anti bullying charter Mark which we hope to be a great success and 
this will hopefully be endorsed by wakefield council who are very impressed with what they see. The 
newspaper (News4YouTHS) as you know has had a delay due to work and improvements this will be 
going to wakefield schools at the end of the month http://news4youths.moonfruit.com vist this link to 
preview the website and see some findings. One think I would like to say is congratulations to our new 
PG leader Livy Newton and welcome to all who will be or are newly elected. The family life Wakefield 
provided is amazing I love them to bits Alex, simmie, Adam they are my 5th family (love others a tad 
more (real family) ) hope you all had a good new year 

 
 
Simran Jandu, 17, Deputy Member of Youth Parliament 
 
To kick start the National Campaign of "Raise the Living Wage" and the second campaign for "Better 
Mental Health" Wakefield have certainly been very busy. We have been working with Healthwatch for a 
while now and we are now taking it to the next level. We are hosting an event on Saturday 17th January 
for the young Healthwatchers. I am holding a workshop about mental health. The point of the workshop 
is to spread awareness and actually use the young peoples ideas on what unique way we can come up 
with you tackle this campaign.       
 
For the Raise the Wage Campaign, I have contacted not only one but all the MP's and Councillors around 
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my area and have arranged meetings with them to adopt the campaign. This will take place in the next 
week or so. 
 
I have been running my own Youth Club for a year a while now and are making a lot of progress with the 
young group. We are thinking of expanding the group for older kids, providing we get the funding we 
have recently applied for. Very exciting stuff!! 
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Northern Ireland 

South Antrim  
 
Rebecca Connolly, Procedures Group Representative   
 
The month of January has been nothing short of exciting. The month started off with the living wage 
tasks. After completing all of the tasks I finally arranged my day of action meeting. The meeting was 
extremely successful with a very positive out come. On Thursday 22nd I was lucky enough to be one of 
30 MYPs invited over to England for the 750th Anniversary of Montfort's Parliament. At the event I had 
the opportunity to meet with decision makers from both the House of Lords and Commons as well as 
hear a little bit of the history of Montfort's Parliament. As a result of the event I had the opportunity to 
appear on my local radio station with MP Ian Paisley Jr. speaking about the importance of engaging 
young people in politics. I was also able to interview my MP for my local youth council on Youth 
Parliaments campaigns: Living wage and votes at 16. The mouth finished with the PG residential in 
London. This was the first residential for the 2015/16 PGs and gave us all a chance to get to know each 
other as well as get started on work for the year ahead including planning the 2015 Annual sitting.   
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Scotland  
Aberdeen City  
 

Rebecca Lindsay, Chair of Aberdeen City Youth Council 
 
Aberdeen City Youth Council is a youth group working together with Aberdeen City Council to represent 
young people between ages of 12 - 25. We have monthly general meetings where we discuss various 
issues, focusing on local work and striving to represents young people from around Aberdeen. However 
we are also conscious of national questions and our organisation has strong partnership links with 
numerous other youth and charity groups, we have our representatives at the British Youth Council and 
at the Scottish Youth Parliament. 
 
Our annual campaign for 2014 was ‘Independence Referendum: Inform, Educate & Register’ where we 
worked on a local level to provide unbiased information related to the Scottish Independence 
referendum and help young people to register to vote. We organised debates, events and invited 
various politicians and organisations to speak with the young people and listen to their voice. ACYC is a 
registered charity and we strongly support equal participation from all sectors of society, encouraging 
young people to join us and take part in youth politics. 
 
Not only we are a volunteer organisation, making you eligible for Saltire Awards, but we also aim to 
provide our membership with training and help you develop your skills and become an active citizen. 
Joining us means participating in great debates, meeting new people, taking part in awesome 
teambuilding trips and making a real difference! One of our upcoming events this year is a General 
Election Hustings in April where a representative from the SNP, Liberal Democrats, Conservatives, 
Labour, and the Green Party will answer the questions of young people in order to allow the young 
people of Aberdeen to make an informed voting decision in the General Election. 
 
Not sure if this is what you're looking for but as I only noticed it earlier I'll apologise if it's too long 

 
Aberdeenshire  
 
Aberdeenshirw Youth Council  
 
Aberdeenshire Youth Council recently organised an online tweet up with the hashtag #StayPositive. 
 
On Saturday the 17th of January Aberdeenshire engaged with lots of people over Twitter to make sure 
people stayed positive and organisations and individuals posted positive messages all about mental 
health, together we thought we had to do something to try stamp out Mental health stigma. 
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Continuing with our mental health Campaign we launched our Book Project which is a working progress 
titled "Fighting Stigma With Stories" We have sent this out and promoted it on Twitter for Young people 
to submit entries of Short stories, songs, poems, and anything other form of writing. 
 
The aim is to get pieces of writing fiction and non fiction about mental health to then sell it to raise 
money for mental health charities. 
 
Stay Positive people and keep up to date with everything on our Facebook  and follow us on Twitter 
@AberdeenshireYC 
 
 
South Ayrshire  
 
Mason Rowan, 17, Member of Youth Parliament  
 
I met with my local MP who is fully supportive of the campaign. She is also willing to try gain the support 
of the council as I was unable to secure a meeting with the Leader. 
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Support worker’s Stories 

East of England 
Hertfordshire 
 
Jasmin Payne, Youth Support Worker 
 
The Hertfordshire UKYP elections are now open and over the next two weeks young people from across 
the County will be voting for both their new MYPs to represent them locally, regionally and nationally. This 
year we have twenty-three young people standing for election over ten districts. So far there have been 
29,921 voting cards sent out to schools, youth projects and youth councils to ensure that even more 
young people have the opportunity to get their voices heard. 
 
Young people will also have the opportunity, once they have voted for their UKYP candidate, to vote for 
their top priorities in Hertfordshire that were debated and put forward by Herts1125 members in October. 
The top five across the County will be researched and consulted on by Herts1125 in July to form the next 
Manifesto.   
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North West  
Bolton 
 
Ciara Steele, Young Peoples Participation Officer 
 
 

Votes at 16 
 
Westhoughton Councillor Chris Peacock met with the Bolton Youth Council to discuss votes at 16. 
Following this, a motion was passed in the council, to make it supportive of votes at 16, which 
was also recently the national campaign of the UKYP. 
 

 
 
 
 
Healthwatch Bolton 
 
Healthwatch Bolton representatives have also come in to visit the Youth Council, because many 
Youth Councillors are interested in joining Healthwatch and becoming community reporters.  
A few of our members are interested in this and will be attending the training.  
 
Youthforia at Knowsley 
 
At our recent Youthforia North West meeting, Luciana Berger (Member of Parliament for 
Liverpool Wavertree and Shadow Minister for Public Health) and representatives from 42nd 
street attended and supported the meeting throughout the day. The day was centred on the 
UKYP’s priority campaign, Mental Health.  

First Bus   

Due to all the work that the Youth Council have been doing around reducing the price of public 
Transport , First Bus are 
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London 
Islington 
 
Raj Jalota, Commissioning and Engagement Officer  

 
Takeover Day became a whole week of activities for the 
Islington Youth Council (IYC)  
 
Back in November it was National Takeover Day; a day that 
gives young people around the country the chance to take 
over jobs from adults, share their views and help to make 
young people’s voices heard in the wider community. We got 
actively involved – and in fact we took part in a whole week of 
activities, including holding three events that focused on their 
priorities.  
To kick off the week, the IYC focused on health and wellbeing 
at Platform Youth Hub located in the borough and found out 
more about the services young people need. The YCllrs were 
lucky enough to hold an event at the Emirates Stadium and 
shared their experiences of careers and employment 
opportunities for young people with the manager responsible 
for post-16 participation.  
 
YCllrs headed to Lift Youth Hub to discuss youth provision at 
their third event. Although there is lots to do in Islington for 
young people, there is always more that can be done and 
YCllrs worked alongside youth workers to come up with some 
ideas that Platform and Lift Youth Hubs are going to take 
forward. When the Youth Hubs put together their timetables 

for next year, they will include activities such as one off events (Platform sleepover, World Record 
challenge, awards nights to celebrate achievements by young people, community BBQ event) as well as 
week-long events including staging a show. 
 
The next steps will be taking these ideas out to Platform’s wider community to make sure that as many 
young people are involved with the co-production of the programme as possible. The YCllrs ideas will 
make a real difference to the programming in 2015!  
 
Then on Friday the 21st it was the big event – Takeover Day!  The YCllrs had a great time and a busy 
schedule – Young Mayor Hiba took over the job of the council’s Chief Executive Lesley Seary; Deputy 
Young Mayor Shazzy was Joe Caluori, the Lead Member for children and families. YCllr Abu became the 
Duty Manager of Platform.  

 

Deputy Young Mayor Shanaz Shaw and the 
Islington Councils Lead Member for Children 
and Families Cllr Joe Caluori 
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South West  
Dorset  
 
Dawn Ball, Voice, Participation Worker 
 
2014 has been a difficult year for Dorset, the loss of the full time participation worker,  lots of role  
changes with new responsibilities  and much less face to face time brought many challenges to the 
participation workers role, but the hard work and commitment by the young people has certainly made it 
a worthwhile role.  Members of Dorset Youth Council Enables (DYCE)  and MYP’s have worked  extremely  
hard on,  supported and initiated some really great projects, to mention just a few..                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Working with Dorset Police Crime Commissioner in running a conference for young people with a  theme 
of Staying Safe and Making Positive                                                                                                             Choices 
enabled our MYPs to see first hand the positive 
impact of many of the workshops, including 
Cyber Safety, Mental Health Awareness, Drug 
and Alcohol and Knife Crime. MYP’s also ran an 
information stand during the break promoting 
the work they are involved in and running a 
successful recruitment campaign for the Youth 
Council.   
Public transport is an ongoing issue with young 
people across the county, DYCE members have 
joined forces with Dorchester Youth Council 
and have been working with First Bus on a 
project to break down barriers and 

preconceptions of young people travelling on buses and 
building positive relationships with bus drivers.  A day of 
SWAP WITH ME workshops were held with young people 
and bus drivers swapping places to experience real life 
scenarios from the other persons perspective. This proved to 
be a really worth while experience for all involved resulting 
in DYCE working on a FIXERS Project with a plan to produce 
an educational resource for transition school years 6 – 7. 
Two of our members Grace Van Zyl and Crystal Lily Mills 
were fortunate enough to be invited to take part in a debate 
at the 2014 Tolpuddle Festival, both found it to be an 
exhilarating  experience, which has opened the door  for 
both Members of Youth Parliament and DYCE to run a series 
of workshops at the 2015 Tolpuddle Festival. 
Crystal has also been keeping herself busy making contacts 
and networking whilst completing work experience with the 
Police Crime Commissioner, she has also been extremely 
active working with SPACE on a presentation to Dorset 
Safeguarding Children Board and doing an opening speech at 
the recent  Domestic Violence Conference, NO EXCUSE FOR 
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ABUSE... Grace has also been working extremely hard on her Manifesto and has pledged her support to 
promote a DCC initiative called the MAX Card, which enables its holders, Young People in Care, Disabled 
Young People and Young Careers to discounts at a variety of venues around the County.  Grace hopes that 
her work will not only make more young people aware of the card but also increase the number of 
venues, shops, and companies etc offering discounts. Assessing bids from young people applying for  
funding through the Safer Dorset Fund is a new initive that DYCE have recently undertaken and look 
forward to creating opportunities for young people across the county. 
To update on the National Campaign....                                                    
Cerys, James and Owen met with DCC cabinet members, Cllr Colin Jamieson, Cllr Beryl Ezzard and Cllr Ros 
Kayes, on the National Day of Campaigning.  Interesting debates took place along with lots of discussion 
and idea sharing, MYP’s presented their case and responses from Cllrs were positive.  They were informed 
that Dorset Cabinet members have recently debated in Chambers on the Living Wage and  invited   MYP’s 
to a full committee meeting to present  their campaign                               

 
 
With only a couple of weeks to go before 
the young people of Dorset go to the ballot 
boxes to cast their votes and select their 
UKYP representatives for 2015, I really 
welcome this opportunity to wish all the 
candidates the very best of luck in their 
campaigning and would like to say how 
much I am looking forward to working with 
you in the coming year.  Already our 2015 
candidates have linked with DYCE 
members and are running not only their 
own campaigns but have also formed a 
working group to carry out a large scale 
NHS review.  This consultation is in its 
infancy at present but will take the form of 
a young person led conference, 
encompassing young people from Dorset 

Bournemouth and Poole.  After a recent meeting with Sara Tough, Head of Childrens Services DCC, 
exciting opportunities are already in the offering with an invitation extended to our new MYP’s to attend a 
Dorset County Council Service Directors meeting to enable specific networking and support  to take place 
between  individual MYP’s and their Manifestos with the most appropriate service director.  
Thank you all for your hard work.  Dawn Ball Support Worker Dorset 
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Yorkshire & Humber 
Barnsley  
 
Clare Archer, Youth Council Coordinator  
 
2014 was a great year for Youth Voice in Barnsley! We had lots of great successes and finished the year off 
with a Celebration event for all the hard work the Youth Council and the UKYP representatives had put in. 
A great time was had by all. 
2015 kicked off with the Youth Council Election Preparation. We have lots of candidates from Secondary 
Schools across the borough. The young people are busy preparing for their campaigns. It is always an 
extremely busy but exciting time for our team as we get to meet lots of new young people who are 
interested in Youth Voice work. 
 
 
 

Leeds 
 
Kayleigh Thompson, Voice, Influence and Change Officer 

 
Rainbow House  
Some of our young people at Rainbow House really enjoyed a trip out in the summer holidays to Breeze 
on Tour, which was at Armley. 
 
One of our young boys, Macauley aged 17, who loves music and pretends to play instruments was very 
excited to get the chance to play a real electric guitar and have a go on the drums. All our young people 
really enjoyed themselves and loved how it was so hands on and interactive. 
 
To view the full article: 
http://www.familyinformationleeds.co.uk/HTMLFiles/GeneralInformation/docs/BF%20Winter%202014.pd
f  

 

North East Lincolnshire  
 
Pippa Curtin, Participation Coordinator  

 
We in North East Lincolnshire have continued to work 
on a previous UKYP campaign 'a curriculum to prepare 
us for life'. We have made a number of things happen 
since it was the national campaign.  Most recently, this 
month we presented to 104 teachers and professionals 
at a local health and well-being conference.  The 
presentation was to raise awareness of a resource hub 
on our Lincs2 web area to enable professionals and 

http://www.familyinformationleeds.co.uk/HTMLFiles/GeneralInformation/docs/BF%20Winter%202014.pdf
http://www.familyinformationleeds.co.uk/HTMLFiles/GeneralInformation/docs/BF%20Winter%202014.pdf
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teachers to access a wide range of resources, toolkits, speakers and training from one place on each of the 
C4L topic areas.  This will be available from February 2015. 
 
Four members of the Youth ACTION group in NEL met with Councillor James, Portfolio holder for 
Children’s Services, Joanne Hewson Deputy Chief Exec for NELC and Karen Linton Head of YPSS as part of 
the National day of Action.  We are please to say that NELC are already a living wage employer and as part 
of our discussions at the meeting we have a number of actions we will be working on in the coming 
months. 
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Scotland  
Aberdeen City  
 

Sara Duncan,   
 
We had Matthew Barzun, the U.S. Ambassador to the United Kingdom here for a Q&A in October. We also 
have an exchange due to happen in February to Bilbao where 7 of us will spend 5 days with the student 
council and then we will host them here in Aberdeen in April. 
 
We also have our 2 peer educator groups Hot Topics and Grade A (sex ed and drugs awareness) heading to 
Malawi in August to educate youths and youth workers in the desolate village of Bangwe. There are 5+me 
heading over for 2 weeks passing on knowledge and skills to all. 
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Thank you for your submissions this month, we look forward to reading more positive stories 
next month. 

 
Also we have The Youth on Board (YOB) Awards which is an exclusively youth-led rolling award 

scheme that recognises innovative and exciting youth participation, both from young people 
and the projects and organisations that support them. 

 
Deadline for submissions is quarterly. 

To apply see more on: http://www.byc.org.uk/training-services/youth-on-board-awards.aspx 
 

http://www.byc.org.uk/training-services/youth-on-board-awards.aspx

