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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ABOUT THE BRITISH YOUTH COUNCIL

The British Youth Council (BYC) is a youth led organisation for young people across the UK.
BYC links up with our community of member organisations and network of local Youth Councils

to empower young people to play a role in decision making at a local, national and global level.

BYC has been campaigning for the voting age to be lowered for over a decade and is a key

member of the Votes at 16 Coalition.

Votes at 16 will continue to be a current campaign in 2009/2010 as BYC members voted it to be

a priority campaign at our annual meeting of Council.

BYC has welcomed the launch of the Old Enough to Make your Mark consultation on votes at
16. BYC has supported and promoted the Commissions’ consultation throughout our UK
membership and networks to call on all young people, whatever their view on lowering the
voting age, to get involved and shape the agenda on citizenship. Young people have given their
views on this issue by taking part in polls, joining in with BYC campaigning activities and

submitting responses directly to the Commission.

1) DO YOU THINK THE VOTING AGE SHOULD BE LOWERED ?

Yes! BYC actively campaigns for votes at 16 in parallel with the greater engagement of young
people in decision-making in Britain and further use of the education system to inspire young

people to influence British politics.

2) DO YOU THINK THE VOTING AGE SHOULD REMAIN AT 187

No. BYC believes that the engagement of young people in politics will be fundamentally limited
if there is a continuation of the status quo. We believe there should be votes at 16 because:
1. 16 and 17 year olds should have the right to representation;
2. 16 and 17 year olds are able to make an informed choice at the ballot box.
3. 16 and 17 year olds citizens should be able, and encouraged, to translate their interest
in issues which are political with a small ‘p’ into a connection with formal political

processes.
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3) DO YOU THINK THE VOTING AGE SHOULD BE LOWERED TO 16 IN ALL
ELECTIONS?

Yes. BYC supports, and actively campaigns, for the voting age to be lowered to 16 in all public
elections. Others may suggest a phased approach but we would argue against piecemeal

measures and explore this argument further in the main submission.

4) DO YOU THINK THE VOTING AGE SHOULD ONLY BE LOWERED | N LOCAL
ELECTIONS?

No. BYC believes 16 and 17 year olds have the right to representation through the ballot box at
local, national and international elections. BYC recognises that there is a strong connection
between young people and their local communities at the ages of 16 and 17 so give both local
and national particpation equal weight. BYC also outlines the need for there to be a
consideration by the Commission of when in the election cycle votes at 16 would be introduced
and how it would affect the different elections in sequence — perhaps starting with local

elections.

5) DO YOU THINK LOWERING THE VOTING AGE MIGHT ENCOURAGE YOUNG PEOPLE
TO TAKE PART IN ELECTIONS ?

Yes. BYC believes Votes at 16, in parallel with measures to ensure the greater engagement and
education of young people in British political processes, has the potential to act as a central
force in challenging, and consequently changing, young people’s engagement with voting and
the British public’s perception of voting as a whole. However the change must be accompanied
by investment in a range of educational and awareness raising measures — as detailed in

response to question 6.

6) IF THE VOTING AGE WERE TO BE LOWERED , WHAT MEASURES SHOULD THE
GOVERNMENT TAKE TO ENSURE YOUNG PEOPLE REGISTER AND EXERCISE THEIR
RIGHT TO VOTE?

To ensure young people register and exercise their right to vote specific measures are needed
to improve, and embed, young people’s experiences of citizenship. There needs to be greater
awareness amongst young people of how politics can affect their lives. This can be achieved
through education programmes by the public and voluntary sector and curricular activity in
schools. There also needs to be a parallel expansion of opportunities for young people to be
active in decision making, whether this be in school councils, local youth forums or in the
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governance of organisations, and measures to tackle barriers to their participation. The British
Youth Council has experience and expertise in both these areas and would be willing to support
and deliver a national programme based on a partnership with DCSF and MoJ/Electoral
Commission and the DCLG.

7) WHAT MORE CAN BE DONE TO ENCOURAGE NEW ELECTORS TO V OTE?

As detailed above, reforms in two key areas, education and engagement, are vital to improving
young people’s involvement in British democracy. A core objective of BYC's work is to support
the development of young people’s skills so that they can confidently participate in politics. Over
1000 young people who were beneficiaries of the British Youth Councils ‘Inform and Influence’
training programme which worked to give young people an understanding of British politics and
how they could influence decision making. Having seen first hand how their voice and their vote
can influence their lives and effect real change, over 90% of these young people said they are

more likely to vote in the next election.

8) WHAT OTHER ISSUES MAY ARISE IF THE VOTING AGE IS LOW ERED TO 16? WHAT
ARE THE ISSUES FOR:

FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION OF ELECTORAL REGISTRATION

ADMINISTRATION OF ELECTIONS

EDUCATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

In our response to this question in this report , BYC has reiterated points delivered to the
Ministry of Justice’s ‘Election Day — weekend voting consultation’. There needs to be a
consideration of remote voting as a means to address barriers of access to the ballot box. BYC
also reinforces the point that fundamentally, Votes at 16, and voting needs to be supported by a
strong commitment to the engagement of young people in civic society and education about

British political process, as detailed in response to questions 6 and 7.

We also would also call for linkage ot changes to be timed to concide carefully with the electoral
cycle of Local, European and General elections to maximise awareness-raising, education and

preparation and that a body or initiative is set up to put this into place.

Finally — in this summary we reiterate our willingness to lead, support and deliver a programme
of education, advice and information with our key partners in the Government — with whom we
already have funding relationship and experience in this area, notably to raise awareness and
develop skills to take part in democracy. We also have a number of strong working relationships

with other third sector organisations and our membership across the UK.
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ABOUT THE BRITISH YOUTH CouUNCIL (BYC)

The British Youth Council (BYC) is a youth led organisation for young people across the UK.
BYC links up with our community of member organisations and network of local Youth Councils
to empower young people to play a role in decision-making at a local, national and global level.
Our vision is that all young people should be respected and able to influence and inform
decisions which affect their lives or upon which they have strong opinions. BYC enables young
people to boost their skills through participating in our training workshops and programmes,

volunteering opportunities and campaigns.

BYC works with a diverse range of young people. 1 in 4 young people who have taken part in
BYC programme and training activities faced potential barriers to getting involved, for example
barriers such as being an offender/ex offender, a young carer, homeless on on a low income.

At BYC we believe it is too simplistic to label all young people as apathetic. Instead young
people need support to make the connection between ‘expressing their opinions’ and ‘having
their say through politics’. Creating and sustaining this connection at a younger age, and
allowing citizens to develop these skills throughout their lives, is vital to the health of the British

democracy.

BYC has welcomed the launch of the Youth Citizenship Commission and the Old Enough to
Make your Mark consultation on votes at 16. BYC has used our reach throughout the UK to call
on all young people, whatever their view on lowering the voting age, to get involved and shape

the agenda on citizenship.
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1) DO YOU THINK THE VOTING AGE SHOULD BE
LOWERED?

Yes! BYC actively campaigns for 16 and 17 year olds to have a stake in the democratic process
in the UK through patrticipation in all public elections. However, BYC would like to reiterate in our
response to this consultaton that votes at 16 cannot be introduced in isolation. There needs to
be reforms in two key areas: the engagement of young people in decision-making in Britain and
further use of the education system to provide key information on voting and British political

processes for young people.

BYC is a membership body; we reach up to 7 million young people through our network. Our
members have chosen Votes at 16 as a priority campaign for 2008/09 and we championed the
cause as part of our celebrations to mark 60 years of campaigning, empowering and inspiring
young people in 2008. We are a leading member of the Votes at 16 Coalition steering group;
launched in 2003, the Coalition is made up of over 40 leading youth and democracy

organisations from across the UK.

Young people have both shaped and supported our Votes at 16 campaign. An online survey
revealed that 58% of young people believe in votes at 16. 22% said they did not agree. Most of
the young people who answered this survey (36%) were aged between 15 to 17 years old. BYC
supports young people aged 16 to 25 from diverse backgrounds and from all over England to
volunteer to support BYC campaigns. These young people play a key role in BYC activities by
raising awareness, planning our campaigns, attending meetings with decision-makers and
consulting young people. A key activity by a group of 125 of our volunteers on Votes at 16,
undertaken in their own time, was the collection of campaign postcards. Each postcard was
personally addressed to the Prime Minister, calling on him to “empower the next generation”
through Votes at 16. On 24 November 2008, 60 young people marched to Number 10. to mark
the delivery of 3000 Votes at 16 postcards. Mr. lan Johnson, Secretariat of the Youth
Citizenship Commission also kindly met a delegation on the day and received a letter from BYC

highlighting this demonstration.

“| believe the votes at 16 campaign is what BYC is fundamentally about, as we’re a youth
organisation committed to giving more young people a voice. As part of my campaigning on this
issue | spent three hours on the streets of London talking to the public about this issue and |
collected 305 postcards to send to Gordon Brown calling for a reduction in the voting age. So
I'm personally aware of growing support for Votes at 16 amongst the general public”.

Lucy Clare, BYC volunteer, 18 from Gloucestershire.
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At BYC we constantly work and meet 16 and 17 year olds who are responsible, clued up and
passionate about politics. Yet at the moment they are currently denied a fundamental right of
citizenship and opportunity to have a say on issues that directly impact on their everyday lives.

We believe in Votes at 16 for three key reasons:

1. 16 and 17 year olds should have the right torep  resentation:

At the moment 16 and 17 year olds can't vote in the Government that decides the amount of
income tax and National Insurance contributions that come out of their wage packets, and
crucially how these contributions are spent. They can't even vote in the Government that
outlines their minimum rate of pay per hour, which can currently legally be 38% less for equal
work than 22 year olds. 16 and 17 year
olds can’t elect the Government that
shapes their financial support and
benefits package if they are on a low
income, looking for work, disabled, or

caring for a child or older person.

On a local level 16 and 17 year olds
can't vote for local representatives on
their Council whose decisions affect the
area in which they live — the state of
their streets, efforts to tackle crime in
their area or the amount of
educational, cultural and leisure
facilities they can access. At an
international level they can't elect their
regional MEP who will scrutinize EU
laws on their behalf, shape the EU
budget and approve international

agreements.

60 young people joined BYC to walk  to Number
10 to hand in a petition of 3000 postcards on
Monday 24 November 2008.
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2. 16 and 17 year olds are able to make an informed  choice at the

ballot box:

Young people make complex decisions about their lives on a daily basis. There is no credible
evidence that they are less capable of voting than those over 18. Not all 16 and 17 year olds will
be able to give an articulate critique of all aspects of UK political affairs, but neither will all 18
and 19 year olds or all 56 and 57 year olds. The criterion has to be when the majority of a given
age group is able to make a free and informed choice at the ballot box. Arguments that 16 and
17 year olds are not mature enough to vote as they cannot purchase alcohol or cigarettes dont
really wash when they can leave home and live independently, get married and start a family.
16 and 17 year olds also contribute so much to British society - they pay income tax and
National Insurance, they are gaining the skills and qualifications which the British economy rests
on and studies show they are also more likely to give up their time to volunteer than older age
groups in society (Department for Communities and Local Government, 2005, ‘2005 Citizenship

Survey’: 8).

3. 16 and 17 year old citizens should be able, and  encouraged, to
translate their interest in issues which are politi cal into a connection

with the formal political processes:

Young people are just as passionate about the world they live in as the rest of society — they
care about decisions made on higher education funding, on deals made to tackle climate
change, about efforts to tackle the recession and to change the society they live in for the better.
Not all citizens aged over 18 who have the vote use it. We believe that at 16 and 17 young
people who wish to express their opinions through casting a vote in a public election should be

able to do so, especially because of the reasons above.

At 16 and 17 years old young people are often more grounded in their communties than older
age groups such as those aged 18 to 24 who are more likely to be transient due to moving for
higher education and work opportunities. This will only increase when the Education and Skills
Bill is implemented and young people have a duty to participate in education or training until
they are 18. In addition, at 16 young people are learning about voting through Citizenship
education and often putting their vote into practice, whether this be voting in their school council

or local youth forum members. For example, 9991 young people aged 11 to 17 who worked,
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studied or lived in Newham voted in the Young Major elections in October 2008. Turnout was
43% per cent; this is on par with the London Mayoral elections, 45%, and surpasses the 34% of
the Newham Mayoral elections.. On another tangent, there were also 16,469,064 votes cast in
series 5 and it can be presumed that the majority of these votes were cast by its predominantly
young audience (ITV, 17 December 2008, ‘the X Factor voting details’ Available from

http://xfactor.itv.com).

The inclusion of young people’s views in the school environment will only increase this will only
now the Government has announced that a duty will be placed on schools in England and
Wales through the Education Act 2002 to consider the views of children and young people. This
is a move that BYC has warmly welcomed. Educational institutions are a great environment to
learn and practice voting. Strengthening their role in increasing the engagement of young
people in civic society and education about politics would only support the amount of young
people engaging with voting. However, these measures alone will remain limited in their effect
on young people without a lowering of the voting age to 16 because young people will still not
be able to influence politicians through the right of voting. Hence positive change through

society listening to young people’s views will be circumscribed.

British Youth Council Chair Emily Beardsmore
(left) supporting Julie Morgan MP’s Private
Members Bill ‘Voting Age Reduction’
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2) DO YOU THINK THE VOTING AGE SHOULD REMAIN AT
187?

No. BYC believes that the engagement of young people in politics will be fundamentally limited
if there is a continuation of the status quo. In addition, we maintain that lowering the voting age

to enfranchise 16 and 17 year olds is a just and fair thing to do.

As detailed above in our response to question 1, this is primarily due to three key reasons.
Firstly, 16 and 17 year olds should have the right to representation due to the responsibilities
they upheld and the contributions they make to society. Secondly, this generation are able to
make a free and informed choice at the ballot box at the age of 16 and 17. Finally, votes at 16
would only be a positive measure for youth engagement in politics which would encourage
younger citizens who are already learning about the vote and British political opportunities and
having opportunities to cast their vote in elections they care about.

The British Youth Council sees Votes at 16, in
parallel with the engagement of young people in
civic society and increasing education on British

political processes, as key.
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3) DO YOU THINK THE VOTING AGE SHOULD BE LOWERED
TO 16 IN ALL ELECTIONS ?

Yes. BYC supports, and actively campaigns, for the voting age to be lowered to 16 in all public

elections.

Young people within BYC also support the right of their colleagues from the age of 16 to stand
as candidates for local, regional, national and European elections. Young people feel that 16
and 17 year olds are capable and that this candidacy age would address the need for politicians
to be more representative of the population as a whole in order to appeal to voters and young
people. Following the general election of 2005, the average age of an MP is 50.6, above that of
the average age of the UK citizen (which as the YCC notes is expected to become an average
of 40.3 by 2011). Currently Jo Swinson MP, one of BYC’s Honorary President’s, is the youngest
MP at the age of 28. BYC will address, in further detail, how both votes at 16 and candidacy at
16 could have the potential to address the representation of younger people in the House of

Commons when giving evidence to the Speaker's Conference 2009.
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4) DO YOU THINK THE VOTING AGE SHOULD ONLY BE
LOWERED IN LOCAL ELECTIONS ?

No. BYC believes 16 and 17 year olds have the right to representation through the ballot box at
local, national and international elections. Although BYC would of course welcome the voting

age being lowered in local elections, this could potentially appear as tokenism.

BYC recognises, however, the connection between young people and their local communities at
the ages of 16 and 17, as we outlined in response to question 3. BYC would also highlight the
need for the Commission to consider when in the election cycle Votes at 16 would be
introduced, for example would this be after a General Election to allow the implementation of

measures to support the engagement and education of young people over a five year cycle.
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5) DO YOU THINK LOWERING THE VOTING AGE MIGHT
ENCOURAGE YOUNG PEOPLE TO TAKE PART IN
ELECTIONS?

Yes. BYC believes lowering the voting age could only be a positive step in encouraging young
people to vote. Votes at 16 has the potential to act as a central force in challenging, and
consequently changing, the British publics’ perception of voting. Votes at 16 could play an
important role as a stimulus to re-connect young people with politics. This is because it has the
power to translate an interest in politics into political participation. By giving a very real and
personal stake in citizenship through the vote, the UK Government would take a vital step to
counteract pervasive disillusion present in British society about politics and the ability of a vote

to make an impact.

Girlguiding UK, in partnership with BYC and equality campaigners The Fawcett Society recently
surveyed approximately 1000 girls who are members of GirlguidingUK aged between 14 and
25. This research found that although these young women are among the most active citizens in
their age groups they felt a real disengagement from both local and national politics. Many were
sceptical about politics’ ability to bring about change. A fifth were deterred from getting involved
by feeling politics is not worth the effort and 17% felt they cannot make a difference.

This is the time to take action to tackle these feelings. This generation of young people are the
most informed that Britain has ever seen, they are the first to have international networks of
friends through the internet, the first where Europe can be a day trip away, the first to have
instant and 24 hour access to news, and also the first to have gone through compulsory
citizenship education in schools. This generation have just seen the extent of the interest and
participation generated by the 2008 US Presidential campaign. An estimated 23 million young
Americans under the age of 30 voted in the 2008 presidential election, 3.4 million more voters
as compared to the 2004. Youth voter turnout rose to between 52 percent and 53 percent, an
increase of four to five percentage points. (The Center for Information and Research on
Learning and Engagement, December 2008, ‘Young Voters in the 2008 Presidential Election’). It
has been suggested that many of the new media techniques pioneered by the Obama 08
campaign that appealed to young voters could be adopted by political parties in the UK, such as

‘neighbor-to-neighbor’ canvassing (where special interests of supporters and targets are
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matched by a computer database) and the use of social networking (Centre for Policy Studies,
2008, How the Internet took Obama back to the 1950s).

BYC wouldn’t expect an immediate effect if the voting age changed, but we would expect a
steady and fundamental shift in attitudes amongst the British public about voting, if the process
is sufficiently supported. Votes at 16 would affect 16 and 17 year olds, who would then be more
likely to be engaged at 18 to 24; lowering the voting age would have a ripple effect on the

participation of age cohorts in voting.

Yet the effect on turnout should not be the only, or even the primary, criteria by which votes at
16 should be judged. Some groups in society are less likely to vote than others yet they still
have the right to vote; turn out and enfranchisement are seperate issues. Analysis by the
Electoral Reform Society shows that even if not one 16 and 17 year olds voted, overall turnout
would drop by only 2% (January 2008, Lowering the voting age and the impact on turnout). If
recorded turnout were to be the highest priority as an object of electoral policy, it would be
productive for instance to raise the voting age to 25 and introduce a property qualification for the
franchise. The unacceptability of these arguments demonstrate how turnout must remain

subordinate to rights-based arguments about who should be entitled to vote.
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6) IF THE VOTING AGE WERE TO BE LOWERED , WHAT
MEASURES SHOULD THE GOVERNMENT TAKE TO ENSURE
YOUNG PEOPLE REGISTER AND EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT
TO VOTE?

As detailed in our response to question 5, BYC recognises that putting in place legislation to
lower the voting age will not incur a seamless transition to young people registering and
exercising their right to vote. Alongside other youth organisations we are maintaining our call for
greater civic engagement of young people in their communities and accessible and informative
education on democratic processes. Reforms in these two key areas are needed to change the
culture around voting in Britain, for all age groups. However, Votes at 16 is needed to both
facilitate these measures impacting on young people and give 16 and 17 year olds the equality

of expression they deserve.

To ensure young people to register and exercise their right to vote specific measures are
needed to improve, and embed, young people’s experiences of citizenship. There needs to be
greater awareness amongst young people of how politics can affect their lives. Curricular
activity in schools and the impact of Citizenship education delivered well should not be
underestimated. There also needs to be a parallel expansion of opportunities for young people
to be active in decision making — whether this be through participating in school councils, local
youth forums or involving themselves in the governance of organisations. As well as measures
to tackle barriers to participation in politics for young people, there needs to be a promotion of
‘doing’ politics. This would enable a connection between interest in issues that are political and

democratic activities such as voting.

The British Youth Council has experience and expertise in both the engagement and education
of young people in formal politics and would be willing to support and deliver a national

programme based on a partnership with DCSF and MoJ/Electoral Commission and the DCLG.

As the national Youth Council of the UK, BYC also emphasises the role that Local Youth
Councils can play in bringing the views of young people to the fore of community decision-
making. Youth councils enable young people to meet local politicians and decision-makers,

participate in consultations on issues affecting young people and campaign to bring about
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change in their communities. BYC runs a range of programmes and training throughout the year
to support the development of Local Youth Councils. One such programme is ‘Every Young
Voice’ funded by the Department for Children, Schools and Families. This training equips a local
Youth Council to engage and consult with other young people in their local area as widely as
possible, ensuring that they can speak on behalf of all the young people in their community -

and be listened to, with the full strength of their network and members behind them.

In order to ensure that young people feel both confident enough and interested enough to
register and place their vote there is a need for an infrastructure to support them. This involves
supporting effective local Youth Councils, showing young people that they can make a
difference. It involves ensuring that youth-led organisations like BYC can support young people
to make informed decisions about voting. It's about improving the quality of citizenship
education. It involves helping young people who are a transient population to register to vote
through ensuring polling stations are accessible to young people. It will involve empowering
politicians to go out there and talk to young people. There is a need for this scope of
implementation not only to ensure votes and turnout but also to improve young peoples’

experience of engagement in civic society.
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7) WHAT MORE CAN BE DONE TO ENCOURAGE NEW
ELECTORS TO VOTE?

As detailed above, reforms in two key areas, education and engagement, are vital to improving
young people’s involvement in British democracy and the process of voting. A core BYC
objective is to support the development of young people’s skills so that they can confidently
participate in politics. Encouraging young people to register and exercise their vote is a key part

of our work.
Case Study: BYC Inform and Influence programme

In November 2006, BYC was awarded funding from The Electoral Commission
through their partnership grant scheme for a two ye ar programme. The BYC
programme Inform and Influence targeted young people outside of education,

training and employment aged 16 to 25, across the U K. The programme had three
strands, including training workshops, ‘Young Peopl e and Your Democracy’ one day
parliamentary events (held at the UK Parliament, Sc ottish Parliament, Welsh

Assembly and Northern Ireland Assembly) and an onli ne newsletter — X-Act.

Inform and Influence worked to increase young people's understanding of the UK

and European democratic institutions - how they wor k and how to influence them -

and their activities. This was through building the ir confidence in their ability to
express their views and participate in discussions with decision makers, as well as
increasing their knowledge and understanding of the political systems. For example

with the support of elected representatives across the UK, BYC facilitated ‘Question
Time’ style debates at the democratic institutions so that young people could ask
questions about the issues they cared about and get an answer.

Over 1000 young people were beneficiaries of ‘Infor m and Influence’ training over

this two year period. Over 80% of those who attende d training stated that their

involvement had made them ‘more likely to vote.’

The ‘Inform and Influence’ programme has now closed as funding has finished. BYC
hope that the Youth Citizenship Commission will abs orb evaluations of programmes

the Electoral Commission has run and their contribu tions on youth engagement.
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In our response to this question we would like to reiterate BYC's willingness to lead, support and
deliver a programme of education, advice and information with our key partners in Government

to raise awareness and develop skills to take part in democracy.
A Youth W orker’s view on ‘Inform and Influence’

Georgio Bleas
North Lanarkshire Council
Housing and Social Work Services, Community Alterna  tive Team

“I think young people often just think ‘who cares’ in relation to politics and this
helped them to see the point of it. It was a good set up, a good package for them.
Two of the young people who attended separate event s were both in an offence
focused group that | ran and they started talking a  bout their attendance at those
events and how great it was and what they had learn  t.

“The young people who attended were all differenta s well, from difficult
backgrounds and this was a different experience for them. They're all NEET
young people and they got to feel valued and to exp  ress themselves, they were
listened to and heard. | think it really boosted th  eir self confidence and their self
esteem. Some of them wanted to go back again they  enjoyed it so much. |
definitely think that they would be more inclined t 0 vote as a result of this”.

Comments from young people participating in Inform and Influence training explaining

what they had learnt
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8) WHAT OTHER ISSUES MAY ARISE IF THE VOTING AGE

IS LOWERED TO 167 WHAT ARE THE ISSUES FOR:
FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION OF ELECTORAL REGISTRATIO N

ADMINISTRATION OF ELECTIONS

EDUCATION, ADVICE AND INFORMATION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Regarding the administration of elections BYC would
highlight the need to consider remote voting as a
means to address the barrier of access to the ballot
box on election day. In BYC's response to the
Ministry of Justice’s ‘The Governance of Britain:
Election Day — weekend voting consultation” we
detailed how a snapshot poll revealed that 83% of
those polled, or 120 of 144 young people, thought
more young people would vote in elections if they

were able to vote online, by email or by post.

In contrast, in another poll 83% disagreed with polling
day being moved to the weekend believing this would
not make voting more convenient (Mini poll results

sourced September 2008).

BYC would also like to reinforce the point that

fundamentally votes at 16 and the voting process in
Britain needs to be supported by a strong commitment
to the engagement of young people in civic society and
education about British policial process, as detailed in

response to questions 6 and 7.

Indeed votes at 16 would require increased dedication
to the consultation and involvement of young people on

the development of education and advice on the voting

BYC Mini Poll: Do you think that more

young people would vote in elections if
they were able to vote online, by email
or by post?

BYC Mini Poll: When you vote in
elections, do you think it would be
more convenient if Polling Day (usually
on a Thursday) was moved to a day at
the weekend?

process and the ways they are involved in civic society in Britain.
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For more information on the British Youth Council a
contact Helen Deakin, Policy and Press Officer via
helen.deakin@org.uk , or visit www.byc.org.uk

lllustrations within this report were produced by Z
Communications Intern at the British Youth Council.

nd this response please
020 7022 1974 or

ahra Yassim, Youth
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